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OME time ge ler gave y 
troyble of looking over he fol 
lowing ſheets in mapyleript, with 
8 gate you fad EP _ 
The approbation 1 fv 3 # — 
judge has emboldned me to print 
them, and I do not know a more 


| Proper perſon to wham to address 
them. = 
I ̃ be rank you have long and de 
ſervedly borne in the rr e. and = 
the character your have always main- 
tained in it as an honeſt man, 8 =. 3 
| judicious and fair practitioner, g wee 
vou a juſt claim, to the regard of all = 


its members, 33 ; | 
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I Sa : 
et ceſs 1 mgan to expreſs 
| dür merit, and my 

1 of your friend{hip ; but 

Teſt what I intend as a: civility 
ſhould become offenſive,;.Lavill not 
add any thing which, tho ſtricti7 


bave the appearance of 
nor make a needleſs recital 


- Qualities which you 
are: ſo well known to poſleſs. 


4 heartily. with $0. « continuance. 
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Tus gu * as the title 
* expreſſes, is defigned as a Jupple-. 
ment to one publiſhed a few years ago ; 
one of the 0bjoFHons to which way, that 
it was defellive in matter, and ought 
t have comprehended the falſe bernie; 
they being as real diſeaſes, and re- 
guiring Chirurgical of ys as much 
as the true. 

Vis deficiency I have now 1 
voured to ſupply in the beſt manner I 
am able. | 
M ben I began 2 put theſe papers 
in order, I did not think they would -. 
have run to ſuch a kength ; and when 
they: were finiſhed, I did not know how 
to ſhorten them without * them 


M explicit. 


17 


Fog 1 ory 93 8 
1 am e; ſenſible that ſome . 
Ae, and that fuck manner of wri- 
ling is in general very juſtly objefted 
to; but yet cannot help thinking that 
ſometimes it may be excuſable, or even 
r 
ben Ar is mae to the 
judg ment merely,” and information is 
intended to be conveyed o many people 
of different capacities, it may become 
 meceſſary to ſet the ſame objet in ſe- 
veral different lights; and to repeat 
the ſame thoughts many times in diffe- 
rent words : to thofe who have not been 
much converſant with the thing treated 
of, a fudied brevity would betome a 
* perplexing obſcurity; however  ſatis- 
| fed ſuch readers mipht be with the 
4 file of the writer, they world not by 
made ſufficiently acquainted with the 
JubjeZ ; they might be 285 * | 

* world not be © ht | 
Ig 


* 


(vi) 
7 ' ſhould indeed be very ſerry to have 
2 conveyed my meaning in ſuch manner 
48 to ai e the judicious ; but as my 
k princip al intention was to inftrutt he 
N ty thief aim has been Per- 


Spicuity. Tf the learned, and criti gn . . 


are noi dypleaſed 1 ſhall be glad, if 
the ignorant gain any knowledge I ſball 
be much more ſo. The cluracter of an 
elegant writer I make no pretenſion 
zo; that of a flilful ſurgeun, and of a 
man wha has done ſome good in the 
way of be Pf, 1 feud eo: 
ag Saad 40 * 
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With regard jo this — eclitiom, 
all I have t6 ſay, is, that is bas coff 
me ſore time, and trouble; that it con- 
tains many additions 10 the former ; ; 
and, that T hope the reader will find it, 
not only a more corred, bus a gore 
inſtructive book. 


40 Palibes, © 72 
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HE various diſeaſes compre« 
| herided under the general term 
HEeRNi1a, have, by ſurgeons, 

been divided into two claſſes; 
one of which they have diſtinguiſhed by 
the epithet true, the other they have called 
Lale. or ſpurious, 

Under the firſt, they have 0 all 
thoſe tumors, which are produced, either 
by the deſcent, or protruſion, of ſome of 
thoſe parts, which ſhould naturally be con- 
Lr within the cavity of the abdomen; 
9 B but 


- 
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but which, by being diſplaced from their 
proper ſituation, form ſwellings in the na- 
vel, groin, belly, ſcrotum, and thigh. . 
By the ſecond, they mean all ſuch diſeaſes 
of the teſticles, their coats, and veſſels, as 
proceed from, or are accompanied by, the 


induration, inlargement, or other morbid 


affection of ſuch parts; or occaſion the 
lodgement, or accumulation, of extrava- 
ſated fluid within them. 

So that what are generally called true 
Herniæ, are tumors occaſioned by the re- 


moval of certain parts, from their proper | 


and natural fituation ; ſuch parts ſtill re- : 
maining, in general, found, and free from 
diſeaſe : while thoſe termed falſe, are ori- 
ginal.diſorders of the parts themſelves, -in 
which they are ſeated. A diſtinction, which 
is invariably'true, and very neceſſary to be 
attended to, by all who would underſtand 
the real nature of each. A partof the inteſti - 
nal canal, or of the omentum; the ſtomach; 
uterus; or bladder; are what moſt fr equently | 
make the contents of the former: a varicous 
diſtenſion of the ſpermatic veſſels; extrava - 
ſated blood, or water, within the mem- 
branes, cither of the teſticle, or of the {per- 
matic veſſels; an inflaramatory inlarge- 
200 | | — ment, 
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the HYDROCELE Te. - iq. 


ment, and à ſeirrhous or cancerous ſtate of 
the teſtis itſelf, conſtitute the latter. 


The true hernie receive their diſtin- : 


guiſhing appellations, either from the par- 
ticular part of the body in which the ſwel- 


ling makes its appearance; or from what is 


contained within ſuch tumor: and are, 


therefore, valled inguinal, ſcrotal, umbilical, 
and ventral; or inteſtinal and omental rup- 


tures. The ſpurious derive their names, 
either from their ſuppoſed contents, as the 
pneumatocele, hematacele, and hydrocele ; 
or from the alteration. made by the diſeaſe, 
in the natural ſtructure of the parts con- 
cerned, as the varicocele, cirſocele, and 


farcocele to which ſome have added that | 


inflammatory defluxion on the teſticle, 
commonly called hernia humoralts. _ 
The pneumatocele is *a miſtake ; there is 


no tumor of this kind, and in this ſitua- 
tion, in a living animal: it is, indeed, par- 


ticulatly deſeribed by many writers, both 


ancient and modern; and faid to be a dif» 


order to which infants are particularly lia- 
ble: but the complaint ſo deſeribed, and 
which nurſes and ignorant people do ſtill 


call a wind. rupture, is not what they 
Oy: neither is it produced by wind: it 
5 a B 2 een | is, 


take 
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is, either a true inteflinal hernia, or a ſpe- 

_ cies of hydrocele; which. will be taken no- 
- tice of. hereafter. The /arcocele (which 
is an inlargement, and diſtenſion of the 
blood - veſſels of the ſcrotum) is very ſeldom 
-an original diſeaſe, independant of any 


other; and when it is, is PAY an 88 
of ſurgery. 

The cirſocele, or varicous ſtate of the 
ſpermatic vein, though it be really a diſ- 
.caſe, and ſometimes very troubleſome to 
. thoſe who are afflicted with it, yet is ſel- 
dom capable of much relief, beyond that 
of a N 1 8 


7Y 
A 


| 8 We 9 
Or THE HYDROCELE IN GENERAL, 


H E term bydrecele, if uſed in a lite- 

ral ſenſe, means any tumor produced 

by water; but ſurgeons have always con- 
fined ĩt to thoſe which poſſeſs, either the 
membranes of the ſcrotum, or the tet 
the teſticle, and its veſſels, - _, 
+ The firſt of theſe, viz. that which has its 

| feat in the membranes of the ſcrotum, /is 


* common 
. 
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eommon to the whole bag; and to all the 
cellular ſubſtance, which looſely envelopes” 
both the teſtes. It js, ſtrictly ſpeaking/ - 


only a ſymptom of a diſeaſe; in which the 


whole habit is, moſt frequently, more or 


. lefs concerned, and very ſeldom affects this. 


part only*. The latter, of thoſe which 
occupy the coats immediately inveſting the 
teſticle, and its veſſels, are abſolutely local 


very ſeldom affect the common membrane 


of the ſcrotum 3- generally attack one ſide 


only; and are frequently found im perſons, ; 
who are 7 free We | 


plaint. k 


t Notwithſtanding; hs * 50 hath: 


rial difference between the two kinds of 
diſeaſe, they have by the majority of wri- 
ters been confounded together ; have been 
_ conſidered as ſpringing from the fame im- 


immediate ſource, and as. requiring the 


ſame kind of treatment: although the one 


is plainly and evidently, a mere ſymptom 
or attendant on a general diſorder ; and the 
! others are ſtrictly and abſolutely local com- 


erat 1 one fundamental error, has 


{56 Au 7 been 0 


A Sb os 
| c 
tum only. | 
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been the occaſion of many others. The 


ſuppoſition, that all collections found in the 
| branes, and coats, of the ſcrotum and 
teſticles, are of the ſame general kind, has 
produced an infinite yaricty of wild con- 
jectures, concerning the particular and im- 
mediate nature, and origin of them. By 
ſome they have been attributed to a parti- 

cular indiſpoſition of the liver, kidneys, or 
| ſpleen; by others, to a natural and neceſ- 
connection between the ſpermatic veſ- 
fol and thoſe of the kidney. By many the 
fluid has been thought to be of the urinary 
kind ; or at leaſt that it ought to have paſe 
{ed through the kidney; but that, miſta- 
king its right way, it gets into the mem» 
branes of Nen — teſticles?, While 


bu 8383 quandoque n aliqua externa et 
te manifefta, ut ictu, cafu, &c. Crebro vero, ex laten- 
& te, et non manifeſta. Quæ ab externa cauſa"acceflit, 
ce aut dextrum, aut ſiniſtrum renem indifferenter affligit; 
« a latente vero, et non manifeſta cauſa originem da- 


et cens, en alium quam ſiniſtrum. ae, 8 


Obſ. 


: „ Rene, bac malo affeQt, nee officio ſuo probe ſub» ; 


2 gente urinæ pars quam emulgens hec ad ſe pertra- 
« xit, cum ad veſicam per male affectum renem non po- 


<< teſt deſcendere, per ſeminalem ij in erythroideam h. 
| * Wr; hoc modo e ingenerans,” 


% 
* 


Fg b 
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te HYDROCELE, Go. %F 
others have affirmed, that all complaints of 
this kind, are really ſymptoms. of a dropſir 
cal habit; that che fluid comes from the 
cavity of the belly; and either paſſes the 
the peritoneum, or extends that membrane 
dow into the ſcrotum. | Many, cautions 
have been laid down againſt attempting the 
cure of ons ſpecies of this diſeaſe haſtily, 
or withgut a previous courſe of medicine, 
upon a ſuppoſition that the deſſuxion is of 
a noxious nature; «nd that by falling on this 
B 4 part, 


« Hine * eſt, quamobrem 
6“ hydrocele baud ab externa, ſed a latente originem du- 
« cens, non niſi in ſniſtram embranam incidag;, et hy- 
« jus teſtem affligat. Schenkius, 
« Hernia aquoſa, ſi à cauſa e ee 
46 nem dueit, ut plurimum ſiniſtram partem ſeroti occu- 
pat; ſeroſuſque ille humor, in membrana teſtem in- 
«© yolvente, erythroiden dicta, colligitur: idque fit pra- 
* cipue, rene ſiniſtro male affecto; quapropter ſeroſos 
„ humotes non attrahens, et ad veſicam non mittens, 
5 per venam ſeminariam, que in iſto latere, ex emul- 
„ gente procedit, in W erythroiden . 
Gul. Fab. Hildanus. | 
Ne ſeroſus Humor qui a rene utah non geg in 
« abdomine retineatyr.” - Hildanus, 15 
FSi bernia fiat ex humoribus venientibus a renidus ad 
4 teſticulum, cognoſcitur taftu.” Lanfranc. 
< « Colligitur liquor in bypochondriis qui facile de- 
. ſcendit.” Fab. ab. Aquapend. | 
„ Aliquando deſcendit aqua es fon ends hy 
, dropicis,” Lanfranc, 


— 


-, » % —_— 5 7 * ** 
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part, it frees the conſtitution * ſeveral 
other diſtempers*. It has been deſcribed, 


as frequently producing a corrupted. or 
otherwiſe diſeaſed teſticle ; as being nearly 
allied in nature to thoſe tumors which are 
called encyſted, whoſe tunics are - formed 
out of the common membrane by mere 
preſſure; and as being generally accompa- 
nied with a true hernia, or deſcent of the 
inteſtine, or omentum; which laſt (ſup- 
12 circumſtance has * gravely urged 

28 


. „Spe ego vidi multos per hernias liberatos ell a 
1 gravibus affectibus; ab empyemate, hydrope pulmo- 
nis, &c. unde ſi penitus ſanetur, poterit miles morbos 
& poſtea inferre.” Fallopius. 

2 Teſtis autem "ſubſtantia, ab acrimonia W 
*  ſucceſſu temporis corrumpitur.“ Schenkius. 

 «Sciendum eſt, quod in hernia illa, in qua continetur 
aqua in vagina teſtis, et quæ aliquantiſper ſit diutur- 
na, corruptus eſt teſtis.” Fallopius. | 
Ui paulo diutius humor iſte intus relinquitur me- 

” tuendum eſt ne teſticulus ſenſim cum eodem cotrum- 
patur, vel occaleſcat, atque ita ſcirthum, vel ſarcoce- 
5 Jen, vel cancrum tandem ſentiat.” Heiſter. 

Ne. ſcilicet collectum in ſcroto ſerum per acredinem 
4 paulatim contractam partes internas, et cum primis 
5 tefficulum, corrumpat; et noxam magis periculoſam 
« efficiet.“ Heiſter, 
„ Notanduin 1 vero aquam in ſcroto non eſſe diu relin- 
& quendan ne a mora teſtis corrumpatur; vel una cum 
aqua adveniat hernia carnoſa et caro \<oncieleut.” Fab. 


ab. Aquapendente. 


the HYDROCELE, Ge. 9 


as a reaſon for not attempting a radical 

eure l. The ſame wanton liberty has been 
taken, in afſigning different ſeats to theſe 
diforders ; as in accounting for their origin: 
every part which inveſts,” or accompanies, 
the ſpermatic veſſels, or the teſticles ; not 
only the tunica communis of the proceſs, 
and the cavity of the tunica vaginalis (the 
true and real ſeats of one or other of theſe 
diforders) have been enumerated, but ſe- 


N imaginary ones * been added ; 


The opinion of the late Mr. Cheſelden on this ſub- 
is ſo ſingular, and fo little conſonant to truth, or 
nature, that I ſhall take the liberty to repeat his words, 
left his great character ſhould miſlead the unwary. In 
the laſt edition of his anatomy, p. 264, he ſays, ** The 
4 true hernia aquoſa is from the abdomen, which either 
te extends the peritoneum into the ſcrotum, or breaks it; 
« and then forms a new membrane which thickens. as it 
« extends, as in aneuriſms and the atheromatous tumors: 
“ the dropſy in the cyſt (for ſuch it properly is) rarely 
% admits of more than a palliative cure by puncture, or 
« tapping, like the dropſy of the abdomen ; and this with 
„ ſome difficulty, becauſe the omentum Auen and 
$** ſometimes the gut, deſcends with it.“ Which is fo 
far from being the caſe, that unleſs in the particular, and 
very ſingular inſtance of a combination of an hydrocele 
with a congenial hernia, it never can happen; the bags 
or ſacs of an hydrocele, ang of a hernia, being in all other 
Inſtances totally different; and the former never — 
54 communication with the belly. f ; 
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firm, compact membranes. have been ſplif 
into lamellæ; and cyſts and coats have been 
deviſed, which never had a real exiſtence. 
I all this was matter of mere ſpecula- 
tion, and produced no miſchief in practice, 
it would be of no importance; but in mat- 
ters of phyſic and ſurgery, this ſeldom or 
never happens: erronequs ideas of the na- 
ture, origin, and ſeats of diſeaſes, moſt 
commonly are followed by imptoper mo- 
thods of treating them. In the preſent 
caſe, the abſurdity of the conjectures, con- 
cerning. theſe circumſtances in the diſorder, - 
is fully equalled by the methods of cure, 
which have been propoſed and praftifed: 
pon a ſuppoſition, that the extravaſa- 
8 ien of fluid was the conſequence of a drop- 
ical habit, ſtrong purges and powerfully 
diuretic medicines have been preſcribed ; 
actual cauteries have been uſed ; and liga- 
tures and inciſions made bath on the ſperma- 
tic veſſels, and in the groin, to hinder the 
deſcent of the water from the cavity of the 
belly 1 * liquors and ardent ſpirits 
| A: 


j 6 Kam totam evacuaveris aquam, cauterizg * 5 . 


% cum quem aperuiſti ; et fac duo cauteria punctualia 
5s in inguins, 1 — 


11 


ce HYDROCELE, G. 
have been injected, with a view to cloſing, 


or ſoldering broken lymphatics ; tedious 


and painful operations have been practiſed, 
for the eradication of imaginary cyſts ; di- 
rections have been given to evacuate the 
water at different times, Jeſt the patient's 
ſtrength ſhould fail, or his health ſuffer, 
by its being _ too ſuddenly ;. and the 
teſticles being ſuppoſed to be frequently 
ſpoited, by ok — in the water, caſtra · 


te quod fi non eauterizes, aqua iterum redit. Sed caute- 
6 ria redire materiam iterum non permittunt,” Lanfranc, 

« Et jterum redit niſi cauterizetur poſt perforationem. 
£* Brunus: In apertione duplex eſt intentio, ſcilicet 
$5 aperire et prohibere ne rurſus aqua deſcendat. Fab. 
ab Aquapend. 

#6 Avicennas utitur ferrameatis candentidus in regjoni - 
% inguinis ut corrugatur pars, ne aqua paſſet delgen- 
6 dere, Fab, ab. Aquapend. 

« Sin autem in rene vitium non fuerit, et defluxum 
« plane impedire volueris, incifionem, ſuperine parte 
* ſeroti prope inguina, fieri expedit z quandoquidem du- 
4 plex chirurgo eſt ſeopus; prior evacuare ſeroſum hu- 
it morem, poſterior prohibge nec de noyo aqua in eo 
e tum defluat.” 

Et quia tota aqua in tunica Ila, (newpe raginali) 
4 cantinebatur, ita ut teſticulus ei innataret, ne in po- 
$* ſterum denuo deſcenderet aqua, acu incurvato ac filo 
te reduplicato univerſam hane tunicam (præter vaſa fe- 
E 
bs Fab, Hildamus. 
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much light on the ſubject; and for having 
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tion 855 often been Perſormed in the im- 
ple ty arecele. 


Dr. Monro (the father) who is protelor 
of anatomy at Edinburgh, and Mr. Samuel 
Sharp, late ſurgeon to Guy's Hoſpital, are 


almoſt the only writers, who have ſenſibly 


and rationally explained the true nature and 


theory of theſe diſeaſes : to them the pro- 


feſſion is greatly obliged, for having thrown 


furniſhed their readers with more juſt ideas 
than any other writers. 


| 8 E r 


H E ſpermatic veſſels, like moſt of 
the contents of the abdomen, lye 
behind the peritoneum ; enveloped in the 
common tela celluloſa, or what uſed to be | 
called the cellular appendix of the perito» | 
neum. The arteries, which are two, ariſe 
from the trunk of the aorta, in the mid- 


way between the emulgent, and lower 


meſentery. At their origin they are very 


ſmall, and contrary to all the Wig arteries 


of the body, they ſeem rather to increaſe 
in diameter as they deſcend. In their 
I paſ⸗ 
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paſſage downward, - they impart; ſeveral 
branches to the cellular membrane which 
inveſts them ; and before they arrive at the 
teſticles, they are divided into four or five 
principal ones; one of theſe goes to the 
epididymis, the others to. the teſtis: the 
latter having paſſed the tunica albuginea, 
and being convoluted in a moſt wonderful 

manner, compoſe the greateſt part of the 

body of that gland. From theſe convolu- 
tions of the ſpermatic artery, the ſemen is 
ſecreted : which fluid is, after ſuch ſecre- 
tion, immediately received by thoſe parti- 
cular veſſels, which late anatomiſts have 
agreed to call the vaſa efferentia. Theſe 
vary in their number, in different ſubjects, 


being from ten to fifteen, more or-leſs. 


When collected together, they form the 
globus major, or larger extremity of that 

body, which, from its ſituation, is called 
epididymis. After this, they unite into one 
fingle tube, which being convoluted and 
contorted, in the moſt miraculous manner, 
conſtitutes the reſt of that ſame body, So 
that the whole of the epididymis, except 
that immediate point which is formed by 
| the concurrence of the vaſa efferentia, does 


really conſiſt of one lingle tube, whoſe dia- 
meter 


4125 
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14 
meter is ſaid, in no 


appearance of one ſingle, ſmooth, veſſel, 


- inveſted ; and when it is got 


" TREATISE on © > 
part, to exceed the 


eiphticth of an inch, but which is con- 
torted ſome thouſands of times; and if un- 
ravelled, and drawn out, is ſome yards in 


length. From the leſſer extremity gf the 


procecds the vas deferens, or 

that tube through adit the ſemen is con- 
veyed from the teſtis toward the penis ; or, . 
in other words, when this wonderful tube 
ceaſes to be convoluted, and puts on the 


it is then called vas deferens. This ariſes 


from the leſſer end of the epididymis, en- 
vel 


oped in the ſame common tela celluloſa, 
in which the ſpermatic artery and vein are 
juſt above the 
edge of the os pubis, it ſeparates from the 
ſaid veſſels, and paſſing down behind the pe- 
ritoneum, proceeds to the inferior part of 
the neck of the bladder; where it depoſits 


| the ſemen, in the receptacles appointed for 


that purpoſe, called enen ſemina- 5 
les. 

The blood, after the ſeminal ererion * 
performed, returns back into the general 
maſs, by the ſpermatic vein; which, on 


tte right fide empties itſelf into the vena 
5 1 and on the left into the | iS 
r | 1 While 


emulgent.. - 
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While the ſpermatic veffels are within 
the cavity of the belly, the cellular mem. 
brane, in which they are enveloped, is 
much more lax and tender, and is endued 
with larger cells, than it is on the ontfide 
of the ſame cavity. As they go under the 
tranſverſalis, and obliquus internus muſcle, 
and rhrougb the obliquus externus, they 
receive a conſiderable addition of cellular 
membrane from the adjacent parts; and, 
when they have paſſed throngh the ten- 
dinous aperture of the laſt named muſcle, 
they, together with their cellular tunic, 
are covered i in, that 


ex- 


2 e — veſſels under two of the 

| anitiſtles, and through the third, is a circumſtance of much 

ere and what re ee cught n 
acquainted with. 

Tpbe common doſtrine is, that in each of the oblique 
muſcles and in the tranſyerſalis is *a tendinous aperture, 
for the tranſit of the ſpermatic chord ; and theſe ſuppaſed 
openings are called the ing. This is a miſtake, which 
even ſome very modern writers in anatomy have fallen 
into: and left their word ſhould not convey an idea ſuſi- 
ciently ertonedus, ſome of them have given us drawings 
of all theſe openings in regular gradations, above and be- 
| Hind each other. Nothing can be more falſe than ſuch 
repreſentation: the ſpermatic veſſels do never pals through, 
but always under the tranſyerſalis and obliquus internus, 


— TR 


* 
1 


16 
" Frag of muſcular fibres, ales 5 3 
eremaſter. 
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The membrane ſurrounding all 0 part 
of the ſpermatic veſſels, which is on the 
outſide of the abdomen, is called the tu- 
+ nica communis, or tunica yaginalis of the 
chord; and is (as bas already been ſaid) 
merely cellular; totally void of all other 
cavity than its cells ; firmly adherent to 
the ſurface of the ſaid veſſels, in every 
part; and n furnitued with ** 
Phatics. | | 
It is of very great importance to oe a 


juſt idea of the ſtructure of this part of the 


funiculus ſpermaticus; the old term, tu- . 


nica vaginalis, conveyed a very falſe one: 

it implied, that the veſſels were contained 

within it, as in a ſheath; arid that, if the 
faid veſſels were not there, this _ would 


. 


S them. On the 
| contrary, the ſpermatic chord always paſles through an 
opening made for that purpoſe in the tendon of the obli- 
quus externus; the action of which it is liable to be af- 
ſected by; and when it is accompanied by a portion of 
inteſtine (as in the caſe of an hernia) it is this tendinous 
aperture, which produces the ſtriture, the ſymptoms, 


and the hazard. A circumſtance of great conſequence | 
for every man to know, who may ever be called upon to 


. 


» 


\ 
* 


'# form an ent oy config bf of one 


only 3 char which nothing can be mare 
untrue *, 1 id + + $99) 1 
This ib Ene great ſburte, front whom 


mitted in the deſcription of ſuch diſcaſes; 
ks have ſor are ſuppoſed to have) their ſeat 
iu chis part, haveſprung: andthereforeTtake 
the liberty ofrepeating, that this tunic has no 
one Particular cavity; but is a mere cellu- 
lar membrane throughout 1 its whole extent; 
and, that it terminates, in 4 great meaſure, 


juft above the epididymis, though a confis - 


nuation of it may be traced on the furftes 
x the turuca vaginalis teſtis. | 

+” The gonts of the teſticle are two oa 
e e bunden iis; Of Hat bag wh 


lovely: inveſts k, without any adheflol 8 
$5 | 0 | e 5 


A Even 1 de la Faye, whoſe notes on Shad have 


rendeved the works of the latter more uſeful, has fallen 


Into the common _ miſtake with regard to this tunio, by 


ſuppoſing both it and the vaginalis to be formed out t 


the fame memb-ane, and allotting a cavity or bag to the 
former. I faut remartjuer, que la tunique vaginale, 
e la gaine du codon ſpermatique ſont une continun- 


& tion du tiſſue delluleus du pericoine, qui s 'allonge pour | 


10 enveloper le teſticule; a Tendroit, ou cette cohtinua- 


te tion Selargit, la nature a formi une cloiſon qui empe- 


« che la commun cation ui fe trodweroit entre interieur 
&. de la gaine du cordon. ſpermatique, et celui de la t tu- 
T nique vaginale,” De la Faye. 
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bent in one particular part; * the 
* albuginea, or that membrane, 
which is the immediate and proper cover- 
ing of its vaſcular ſtrudture. A true and 
clear idea of theſe is abſolutely neceſſary 
to the right uggerſtanding the diſeaſes to 
which this gland is ſubject. In order to 
obtain ſuch idea, the teſticles muſt be ex- 
amined not only in an adult ſtate, but in 
the infantine, and in that before birth al- 
ſo; each of theſe ſtates having its peculia- 
| rities ; and all tending. to explain the true 
nature of ſuch maladies, 2 as it is e 
ſubject to. en ee 
The teſticles of the 5 pecies ar N 
always formed within the cavity of th 
belly, and remain there until, or very near 
"unto the time of birth. While they are 
within the abdomen, they are covered by 
one coat only; which coat firmly adheres 
to the vaſcular ſtructure of them, and is 
evidently derived from the peritoneum, in 
the ſame manner as the outer coat of each of 
the viſceraof the ſaid cavity is. Their ſitua- 
tion, during the firſt months, is higher 
than in the latter; and as the fœtus in- 
creaſes in ſize, they ſlip gradually lower. 
Within e ee of 15 W on each 
e 
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nde, a little below the teſtes, is 4 


vpeningꝭ or orifice, which leads in et- 


ately into x ſmall; but firm membranous 


bag, or cyſt, whoſe upper part, or nerli, 


paſſes through the opening in the tendons 
of the obliqui externi muſcles; while 


its lower part, or facculus; lies on the out- 


oriſices are always open until birth; and 
moſt frequently, for ſome while after: du- 
ing all which ſpace of time, the ſaid ſac- 
culi have free and open communication 
wich the cavity of the belly. x. 


* He: the cavity of the abdomen; thro' 


make this tranſit, is by no means certain. 
Sometimes it is juſt beforè birth; fomie- 


times juſt after; ſometimes ahey drop im- 
-mediately into the ſcrotum; and ſome- 


times they remain a conſiderable time in 
the grains: and it now and then happens, 


that they never paſs through the muſcle 
at all, but remain for ever within the belly. 
Theſe ate à kind of luſus naturæ; but in 


Aide of the ſaid muſcles in the groin; ene 
loped in the common tela celluloſa. Theſe 


By means of theſe orifices, the teſticles 


—— apertures, into the ſacchi in 
the groihs. But the time, in whith they 


"yg 


the dtdinary courſe, they ſoon pals! from 
. 1 4 —— „ the 
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belly n en 2 litde 


The time when this ha 


"_ within a week, n 


ins into the ſcrotal bags, the com- 
ion between the ſaid bags and the 


T. A 

When thi icke ae aſe, fvirly-down 
e if the ſaid ſacculi be laid 
open, it will appear that the teſticles are 


 booſely enveloped by them, in ſuch a man- 


mer as to be perfectly free from all cohefron;; 
[except in one part, where this bag and the 


proper coat of the teſticle (the albuginea) 


are ſo firmly united, as to be plainly and 


demonſtrably a continuation of one and the 


fame membrane. And while the com- 


mudication with the belly continues * 70 


and open, if the ſacculi be divided f 
the bottom upward, it will as evidently a1 


peut, that the, membrane of which the 7 


are compoſed, is a continuation, or proteſs, 
of that part of the-peritoneum, which. . 
the muſcles or the abdo men. 
Some time after birth, the becks ef Wes 


den become cloſe and impervious; anti 


from that time all communication between 
their cavities and that of the belly ceaſes. 


ppens is various 
and uncertain ; I have ſeen them perfectly 


of 
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of two months, nor do they both neces 
rily become eloſe, at "ol lerne time in the 
fame ſubfect. 155 19 Ma * Ad | 

It ſometimes Müpelte that white theſe 

paffages are open, a piece of omentum or 
inteſtine inſinuates itſelf into one of them, 
and preventing its clofing, produces Wii 
Haller cafls. àa con genial Fa 'a diſeale, 
which though a DER difcovery, has al- 
Ways been very frequent. It 15 ſome- 
times happens, that the ſpermatic veſſels 
not being fufticiently cloſed, one of the te- 
- flicles reſts” in the groin, juſt without the 
opening in the abdominal muſcle, and by 
. becoming pendulous in the ſcrotuty, 
the orifice of the neck of the ſacculus i is 
not cloſed at all; even though no chen 
of gut oi caul has got into it, 15 
When theſe orifices have been once per- | 
fectly Floſed, there never is any future 
communication between the cavities of the 
ſacculi and that of the belly; nor can any 
; thing ſolid or fluid (however | ſmall in ſize. or 
antity) ever, after this riod, paſs from 
one to the other. The upper part, or 
neck, now loſes all appearance of a diftin | 
canal; and the lower part, or fac, loofel 


inveſts the teſticle, and its epididymis, 
5 C 3 85 with- 1 
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n . any adheſion, except in 15 ba 
_ part. The inſide or cavityof this ſac is Bp 
ſtantly kept moiſt, by the exudation of a 
nine fluid; which fluid is as conſtantly : ab- 
ſorbed : * that while theſe parts enjoy a 
rain healthy ſtate, the. fluid is no more 
cate, and keep "moiſt the ſurfaces of both 
membranes, and thereby prevent any un- 
natural eobefion of them in . + 
ther. * 
"Fram theſe premiles, the eit in⸗ 
ferences, ſerving to point out, and explain, 
| the true nature and ſeat of ſome. of the dif- 
_ eaſes in queltion, may, 1 think.” be df, 4 
duc bed. X' 3 
Kc * 7, That the kin or war found 3 in 
the groins, are originally-formed parts. 
2. That they are placed there for the 
future reception of the teſticles; and that 
when the upper part, or neck,. of one of 
them becomes cloſe and imperyious, the 
lower p part, or ſacculus, conſtitu tes and forms, 
what 1 is properly called the tunica vaginalis 
teſtis; ; which is therefore a true and orgy | 
nal proceſs of the peritoneum. 1 
3. That of all the Parts contained within 
the e theſe Kceult are the e only ones, 5 


* re op” which 


21 n 


that communication ceaſes. „hilt 


from the ſpermatic veſſels, or na or 
ä extravaſated, in the cells of the tunica com- 


part of ſuch fluid can be derived from, or 
received into the cavity of the tunica N . 


en Which Wöuld Walch 
the inſide of the vaginal tunic, and the out- = 


"the HYDROCELE, &c. YM * 
which ever naturally communicate my. 
the cavity. of the. belly, © nie 1105 RR 
4. That after à cettain ſpace of time, 


5. That whatever fluid may beo "ſhed 
munis, or in thoſe of the dartos ; yet nv 


nalis teſtis. © ; 
6. That a total fallure of 18 eth 


ſide of the albuginea, muſt be followed 1 
an unnatural cohefion of theſe member 
with each other; and either a partia} or 
total abolition of the cavity of the former. 
7. That if more of this fluid be depo- 
ſited, than the abſorbent veſſels can take 
up; or if the abſorbent veſſels do not exe- 
cute their office, ſuch fluid muſt he accu- 
mulated within the cavity of the faid tunic; 
from which there being no natural outlet, 
the conſequence muſt be a gradual "ow 
bea and ne of n.|.-),".. "WR 
8. That the natural communication Ve. 
eee cavity of the tunica. HE. 
C 4 
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ngt being hut. until ſams ſpace 
tube, after birth, it may become cloſe. at 
its. upper part, while there is a quantity of 
fluid in the lower, too large for. the. ablor- 
;bent voſſels to take up immediately; and 
conſequently. that ſuch infant will, until 
at office bę executed, labour under a true 
Hydrocele of the tunica vaginalis teſtis. A 
8, N meh is Fey 7 2 8+ 


Fopgepial 
: KA cavity of = vaginal. * aphitle all 
eCtions of ſerum, in the ſacs of all other | 
Hinds of hernig, muſt neceſſarily. be per: 
2 8 5 diſtinct fram the ſaid tuni 
ſhould noy proceed to the examination 
of, each diſtinct ſpecies. of hydrocele; but 
Mill intrude on my reader's patience, while 
1 e e a circumſtance r two, relatiye 
io che paſlage of the teſticle from the belly 
inte the ſcrotum; and which as a practi- 
JZigner, he be bigk's wth 1 * 
dtention. i 2985505:105 
have 5 that the time in. or derlich 
We teſticles pals from che belly, throngh the 
2 the Frotum, is by ne means cee. 


'y I | tain, 
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tain; that it varies in 5 
that even in the ſame bern, 2 
Fe 
that lmetimes both. 


: — * 
the ſetotum at all, 
re” | do not k ar 


N Neuen 
it is 0 hurt, may: be the 
| being miſtakery for a diffrest 
. Seats and. thereby ogcafion its being very 
5 e 5 Which:confirlers. 
W 55 the 
bY W 3 
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its unnatural ones, 
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1 bubenocele! 11 
ſound a young, healthy; ſeafaring man; . 
ing acroſs his bed, and complaining of 
moſt acute pain in his groin and back. He 

told me, that in the forenoon of the day 
before, being at work on board his own. 
veſſel, he fell, and ſtruck his groin againſt 
piece of timber, with great violence; that 
it gave him ſuch exquiſite pain, that he 
flainted away; that his groin became im- 
mediately ſwollen to a very conſierable de- 
gtee; that as ſoon as he could get home, 
he applied to his apothecary, who bled 
him, put him to bed, and pultieed the tu- 
mor; that he paſſed the night Withent 
ſleep, and in great ageny; chat when hs 
apothecary came to him the fekt morning, 
| be (the patient) informed him of a dircum- 
ſtance, which, in his confaſion; be had for- | 
got the night before, viz; that he hadI6hg | 
had a rupture on that nde, Which had ne- 
ver been perfectly returned; chat, upon re. 
ceipt of this information, the a apothecary. | 
| had bled him again, and had taken ſome 
pains to return the rupture: but 5 
Aat he made no pogfels, and e 15 
tempts produced great increaſe of ary 
ran and 8 bim tw]w Fly. 


der. 
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frers; and a purge; neither of which o 
caſioning ſuch diſcharge, as ho expected 
and u kind of blackneſs no beginning to 
appear on the part, he defired” immediate 
aſfiſtance. By the time this *account W 
e er ſhe OAT came in, and cons 


'v 5 i , f 4511 


4500 but the 87 werf ao 
ance of the tumor did not appetr 10 nie, 
Hike that of a bubonocele: "inſteadof po int- 
ing obliquely ffom the ilium ane the 
Ppubes, it lay, as it wete, actols the grblft: 

the ſerotum was full tk large; büt 1 
thought it felt müch Hatderz thigh T hal 
eber found d piece of inteſfine deo: anf! 
with regard te the alteration af color,” 1 
cannot ſay it gave me much uneaſineſs for 
it was we i is the effect of mortifi- 
cation, but had all the appearance of ah 
extravaſation, or echymoſis. On the other 
hand, the man had not had a fair ſtool for 
three days; he had been very fick, and had 
vormited; his belly was tight, hard an 
mes, * much tao 9 

Noli FE com Wy. 
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From i} the tumor, I could 
get very little information; for the pain 
was ſo exquiſite, that he could not bear 
the ſlighteſt} touch: however, from what 


| gxamination I., Sud make, it appeaved to 


me, that if this as am inteſtinal hbrtiaa it 
was ſuch a one as I had neven yt met 
Vith; and nothing but the civopmaſtifice 
af bis having worn a) truſs formerly, by-the 
Kiter ien of + ſuxgeon gf charaGer, could 
ye: jnduced. me to have. cntertained ſuch 
Juſpicion. I enquired again, cangernipg this 
Be and Was told, chat he höd worn 
A truſs for is, the firſt, four, years, of his in- 
Favey, hut that it never kept che gur zorally 
or pertectly, up; and that as ha grew big- 
"1 ger, and ran about, he was obliged #9 leave 
It off, on account of the pain it gavt-hink; 
that ſince he had left it off, he had not ob- 
ſerved any, or very little, altcvazion inthe 
tumor; (none in its ſituation, though adit- 
tie in its ſiae ;) and that it had never given 
him any trouble, or uneaſintſe, if he flid 
not handle it, or kept his waiſthand of his 
brecches and his wateh from preſſihg dt. 
All this was far from being ſatis factory: aud 
as the pteſent ſtate of che parts Was ſuch, 
Was by.no means favourable for an ope- 
881017 * 1 ration, 
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ration, I determined, previous to any other 
attempt, to try what a briſk cathartic would 
produce. A ſtimulating er was im- 


mediately thrown up, and a ſolution of an 


ounde and a half of glauber's ſalte ia ” 
lietle more Wh hp hour, ea = 


tiful a diſcharge, thes 66s deen * 


and eaſy, and we were perfectly free from 
all apprehenſions of a ſtricturt, Fomenta- 
tion, pultice, & c. were frequently applied 
to the tumor, which in three or four days 
began to ſubſide ; and in about ſeven or 
eight, the ſcrotum was ſo anldaded, as to 
permit eaſy and accurate examination; by 
which means we were ſatisfied, that it con- 
tained no teſticle. Upon mentionipg this 
circumſtance to che patient, he ſaid; that 
he never had one on that ſide: this declara- 
tion was a ſolution of all diſſicultĩes, and of 
all the appearances. When all the effects 
of the blow were removrd, there appeared 
in the groin, juſt on this ſide of the open- 
_ tag in the abdominal tendon, a toſticle of 
natutal ſize and figure; which teſticle, by 
being 2 Gs had rr all 275 
miſchief. 2 Fat 420 1 
Alu 
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| drops and other quack medicines, till he 
| had not a farthivg left. Upon removing. 


count, which the man gave, was, that * he 
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A + iS nike came to 1 ade 
Hoſpital, and defired aſſiſtance for 4 


< 


+4 ſwelling in his groin; for which he had, 


for a month before, been taking jeſuits 


an adhefive plaſter, I found a tumor, which 


was large and painful ; but at the ſame time 
fo moveable, as to be very unlike any af- 
ſection of the inguinal: glands. The ac- 


had always had a lump in that groin, and 

never any teſticle on that ſide; that when 

young, he had worn a truſs for it, upon 4 
ſuppoſition of its being a rupture; that 
when he came to work for his living, he 
could no longer bear the uneaſineſs which 
the truſs gave him, and therefore had left it 
off for years: that ſince that time, he had 
never perceived any material alteration in th 
tumor, nor had it ever given him any trou- 
ble, till he had got a clap about two months 
before; upon the ſudden diſappearance of 


which, the ad in his groin became * 


"— 1 — 
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In ſhort, the man had got a hernia hu- 
ngealis of the teſticle in his groin; which, 

by means of proper treatment, bleeding, 

robes 1 ** e cones of. 


CY ? 
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"CASE in. 


Middle N man came to St. Bartho- 
> lomew's, for advice for * in his 
groin. A | 
He was qpparently 4 in Werke", health; ; the 
tumor was of an oval, or egg-like form; 
indolent, when. not preſſed perfectly 
moveable; lay juſt i in the groin; and had, 
by more than one perſon been miſtaken 
both for bubo and bubonocele. When 
handled, or preſſed rudely, in conſequence 
of the latter opinion, it was painful for 
ſome hours after and the pains (to uſe his 
on words) always ſhot up into his back. 
It was on the left fide ; on which fide there 
was no teſticle in the ſcrotum, nor had 
there ever been one ; but on the right fide 
every thing was as it ſhould be. He faid, 
that within two years it had been conſide- 


rably enlarged; and that it now Was become 


very troubleſome to him. 


It 


3 Gan „ 


. 


tumor was cauſed by the left teſticle; 
3 teſticle was in a diſeaſed Rite; but 


ry fit -for, and very capable of extirpa- 


44 I adviſed the man to ſubmit to the 


operation, and he had complied ; but the 
late Mr. Griffiths (one of our then affiſt- 
ants) coming into the ward, I deſired him 


to look at the cafe. Whether he did not 


attend to allghe circumſtances, or for what 
other reaſon, I know not ; but he took it 
into his head, that it was a tumor of ano- 


ther kind, that might be removed by ins 
ternal medicine; and diſſuaded the man 
from ' undergoing what I had propoſed : 


2 which, Tdid not take him into the 


Some wb after, the ſwelling be- Fo 
comin g larger, and more troubleſome, he 


applied to St. George s Hoſpital. The 
gentlemen there gave him the ſame opi- 


nion, and the ſame advice which I had f 


given him; he ſubmitted, and got a cure, 


by the removal of a teſticle which had ne- 


ver been lower than his groin, and an 


was now become ſcirrhous. x, 


I — — - 


eee very plainly to me, 9 the 
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Ts lite Mt. Hollinger vorth ahead me | 

with him, to 2 a patient in 
the keighbourbobd of Clerkenwwell. It was 
a man, about fifty-five years old, who had 
a large, ulcerated, cancerous tumor, in bis 4 
right groin; with high We e it i 
always diſcharged a Jax ge q | 
molt offenfive 50 ; at times it Bal pit 
füſely⸗ and was always extrettiely painful. * 4 
"The patient faid, that when firſt it be- 
. cattle be he had ſhowed it to two 
eminent rupture-curers; one of hom fad. 
that it was a piece of caul, and offered, top! 
twehty guineas, to cure him by cuttigg it 
out: the other, (more modeſt, df Teſs hardy,) 
only ſold Hin tw) Bändages for i it; neither” 
of which he could ever wear. 

When Mr. Hollingworth carried me to 
ſee it, it had juſt been left by a cancer- 
curer, who had applied to it an eſcharotic; 
and which, by the patient's account, as 


well-as by the appearance of the ſore, had 5 : 


made terrible hayock. 
During all this time, no one who had 
ſeen him (and what is ſtill more remark- 
D able) 


| - able) not even the patient himſelf had re- 
warked, that in that hde of the ſcrotum he 
bad no teſticle. 

I, be ſtate both of the man and of the- 
i forbad any chirurgical proceſs; aud 

== my advice to him was to. dreſs the. fare. 
A * lightly, and have recourſe to tinct. th 
1 for eaſe: which advice he followed, 
3 _ tho ſhort remainder of hig life. 

WE: When dM we examined him, mk 
E © that the 755 conſiſted. in a 


i > 


of 


—— of which. were main and knotty all 
te way up to the kidney, having here and 
- there a bladder of yellow ſetum in the cel- 
wllar membrane: the lymphatic. 
about the vertebræ of the loins were. 


= 
& > & «& 


eaſed, as was the liver ; and on the ſarface 


af the right kidney was 2 collection ef very. 
S offenſive ſanies. Tr bv to 
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© hone ee 
ele of both the tefticles; ind conſiſts 


of the eutioula, eutis, and wiaye all the ana- 
tomiſts have ne agreed to call the dar tos; 


whietr #*a-Tboſe cellular membrane, per- 
fectly vdid of fat; and whoſe evlls of eavi- 
ties, colitifutficxte with 'cach other, with 
the urmoſt freedom througly every purt. 
As this membrane has no immediate 
communication with the cavity of the ab- 
domen within the peritoneuitn, it is plain, 
that whatever kind, or quantityof flaid may 
bs depoſited iir it, it cannot beiderived-fronv 
the ſaid cavity; even though the patient 
ſhould labour under à true aſcites; but as 
its cells have's free intercourſe with thoſe 
of the gonerub cellular membrane all over 
the body they will de liable to be affected, 
by all thoſe Uifrders which have their ſeats 
in that membrane; that is, by all diforders 
proceeding: from a On imporeritſied ſtate 
* of 
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of blood from a deficiency of the urinary 
ſecretion; or from non- execution of the 
office of the abſorbent veſſels: and conſe- 
quently in anaſarcous, and leucophlegmatic. 
habits will become the ſeat of a N ex- 
travaſation. 5 

This watry N of the cbm al- 
though it is moſt frequently a ſymptom of 
a dropſical habit, and very often accompa- 
nies both the gęneral anaſarca, and the par- 
ticular colle 
led the aſcites, yet, even in the latter caſe, 
neither is, nor can be, derived from the 
cavity of the belly; but is confined to the 
tela celluloſa, which lies on the outſide of 

peritoneum: the water derived from 

hence diſtends the ſcrotum, in the ſame 
manner, and for the ſame reaſons, that it, 
often does the legs and feet. The cells of 
the dartos being large and abſolutely void 
of fat, and the ſkin which covers them be- 
ing extremely dilatable, and giving way for 
a larger influx into this part than into moſt; | 
others, has indeed occaſioned its being 
taken notice of as a patticulat diſeaſe, wa 

it is moſt properly a ſymptom only: 
This being the caſe, and the true me⸗ 
thod of cure conſiſting in an internal medi- 


—— 44 
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a id, 


within the abdomen; cal- - 
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1" proce it has been, I think,” impro- 
0 tanked among the {ſpecies of hydro< 
cele ; though the 5 55 of the contents 
will certainly admit the uſe of the word- 
It is indeed a diſeaſe, Which properly 
belongs to the Phyſicians: büt as it is of 
forge conſequence, to be able to diſtinguiſh 
it from other diſorders mages the ſame, 
| 8 e e parts: . as ſurgeons 
often called upon to afliſt? alleviating 
foe of the enen which this de- 
fluxion produces, it cannot be amiſs in this 
place, to give a ſhort account of it, and of | 
the moſt proper chirurgical method 0 of at- 
tempting its relief. 5205 1 © 5 
11 is an equal, ſoft tumor, poſſeſſing every | 
art. of the cellular membrane, in which 
5th the teſticles are enveloped ; and con- 
Eater tly is generally as Jarge on one fide, 
as on the other: it leaves the ſkin of its 
natural color;.or, to ſpeak 1 more properly, 
it does not 2 or inflame it: if the 
= of water be not large, nor the di- 


enſion great, ng ſkin preſerves ſome de- 4 


of N80 the tumor has a dong 
wy of F feel; 2 calily receives, and, for a | 
While retains t impreſſion of the fingers ; 5 


the raphe or ſeam of the ſerotum divides 
RS. 3 the 
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the Gwallir og. nearly, equally- O the format 
proceſs is perfectly free, and of its natur. 


fize.: and the teſticles ſeem to be in the 
_ 2 — de e This is 


8 4 


pri wv be hs 8 x the 125 
arther advanced i be 


ing wrinkled, is ff ooth, "Tenſe. 25 plainly 
25 0 bnd fre of the Aud" _ 
= it. is ; cold t to the touch does not ſq 
retain the "impreſſion. 1 4 the [Eo 

Is always accompanied with 2 fimilar 
1 of the ſkin of t the penis: the 
preputium of which is ſometimes ſo £n- 
larged, and ſo twiſted, and diſtorted, as to 


7 5 2. very. "di fagrecatile | Appearapee, 
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it may be added, that a yellow counte- 
dance: a loſs of a petite, 4 deficiency of 
urinary ſecretion, | welled legs, a hard bel- 
ly, and mucous ſtools, are its yery frequent 
companions. . 

The cure of the ori iginal diſeaſe cames, 
as I | have already | faid, Pitbig the province 
of the phyſfician, and requires a courſe of 
internal medicine: but ſometimes the 
Toaded ſcrotum and pens are fat troubſe- 


ſome 
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fome to the patient, and in ſuch danger f 
mortification; that a reduction of their ſize 
becomes abſdutely neceſſary; and at other 
times a derivation, or diſcharge, of the t- 
dundant extfavaſated ſerum from this part, 
is ordered wi an afliſtant to che internal fe. 
Simen. 842): k 
The chirurgie ee in far 4 
end, is called in general-Cearification +a | 
term, whoſe preciſe ſenſe hag by no means 
been ſettled; by which 1 now and 
then happened, that a general order being 
given, and the particular method of exe- 
cuting it being left to the choice of thoſs, 
who have nbt been ſufficiently acquainted 
wich this kind of buſineſs, much hazard 
has been incurred, and conſiderable miſ- 
chief dorie, here * have been aweich- 
ed. 
The means of dg this discharge ** 

two, viz. puncture and incifion : the for- 
mer is made with the point of a lancet ; 


the latter with the fame inftrument, or 
with a knife.. 

The generality of writers on this abies, 
have ſpoken on the two methods, in fuch a 
manner, that a practitioner, who had ſeen 
but little of either, would be inclined to 

5 D 4 think, 
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think, that it was matter of * indiffe- 
rence, which he ſhould make uſe of; and 
that the ſafety and utility of each were 
equal: which is by no means the caſe. 
Ihe intention in the uſe of either, is, 
by a diſcharge of extravaſated ſerum, to al- 
leviate the preſent uneaſineſs; and, by re- 
ducing the fize of the ſcrotum, to render it 
leſs troubleſome, and leſs. likely to morti- 
fy. In ſome few inſtances, it has indeed 
happened, tHat this drain has proved a ra- 
dical cure of the original diſeaſe: but that 
has been accidental, and is not in general 
to he expected. The intention is generally 
palliative; and if the patient lives, is moſt 
likely: to require repetition: therefore, if 
there be any difference between the two 
methods, with regard either to caſe,” or 
ſafety, there can be no doubt which ought 
40 be preferred; m 

All wounds of en den in ana- 

farcous or dropſical habits, are neceſſarily, 
-hoth, painful and hazardous; they are apt 
to inflame; are very difficultly, brought to 
ſoppyration ; ; and will often prove gangre- 
ngqus, in ſpite of all endeavours to the con- 
trary. But the larger or deepet the wounds 
LG the more probable are theſe . bad con- 
| ſequences, 


. 
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ſequences. Simple punctures, with the 
point of a lancet, are much leſs liable to 
be attended by them, than any other kind 
of wound; they generally leave the ſkin 
eaſy, ſoft, cool, uninflamed, and in a ſtate 
to admit a repetition of the ſame opera- 
tion, if neceſſary. Inciſions create a pain- 
ful, crude, hazardous ſore, requiring con- 
ſtant care. Punctures ſeldom produce any 
uneaſineſs at all; and ſtand in need of only 
a ſuperficial pledgit, for drefling. 424] 

Now, although there is ſo very material 
a difference in the ſymptoms and trouble 
attending the two methods, yet is there 
none in their effect: the communication 
of the cells of the dartos with each other, 
is fo; free through every part of it, that 
punctures made with the fine point of a 
bleeding lancet, into the moſt ſuperficial of 
them, will, as certainly and as freely, drain 
off all the water, as a large inciſion, with · 
out any of its inconyeniences or its hazard, 
Neither the one nor the other will cure the 
original diſeaſe, unleſs by mere accident: 
they are both made, with a deſign to cure 
only the local one. The ſame habit and 
conſtitution remaining, the ſame effect will 
in general follow; and the . ſame relief be 
10 ad again 
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again neceſſary. The eaſe, the freedom 
from bad ſymptoms, or from danger, and 
the ſtate in which the parts are left, rendet 
one method practicable at all times, and 
capable of being repeated as often as may 
be thought neoeſſary: the | fatigue, pain, 
confinement and hazard, which moſt fre- 
quently attend the other, make on expe- 
riment in general, as ue as moſt people 
chuſẽ ic. ſuhmit to; or indeed have an op- 


ye 1 fo 16 5 gu 
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A2 abet e; ahi; 00 
had lived freely, was afſſicted with an 

anafarcous tumor of kis belly, legs, thighs, 


ſcrotum and penis, aceom panied 22 che 


general ſymptorns whieh: moſt frequently 
attend fuch complaints, wis. proſtration of 
appetite ; little, and that" high coloured, 
urine; a hard belly and a bloated face. 
He had taken many medicines — di- 
rection of a phyſician in the country; and 
more than one pps em fince he had 
been in London; but to no purpoſe: the 
Om load increaſed * and the fwelling 


of 
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of the penis and ſcrotum became fo troubles 

ſome, as to prevent his wearing breeches, - 
In theſe circumſtances, a perſon ho at. 
tended him in the capacities of apothecary 
and ſurgeon, propoſed to draw off the wa- 
ter by. an inciſion on each fide of the ſero- 
tum to which the patient conſented, The 
inciſions were made, and in a few hours 

the ſerotum was empty and flaccid. 

At the diftance of five days from this 
operatian, his ſurgeon ded, ang I was de- 
Fra to vifit him. 

- Ifound him in bed, „n « palifal, foul; 
undigeſted fore, on each fide of the ſcro- 
emptied by the inciſion, was now again 
conſiderably loaded with ſerum, but at-the 
ſame time, hard and inflamed : the edges 
of the wounds were livid, the diſcharge 
from them was à diſcoloured gleet; and 
the pain was fo great, that the man could 
get no reſt: his pulſe was frequent, bard and 
ſmall ; his breathing not perfectly free; his 
prine little, and high- coloured; his thirſt 

very troubleſome ; his belly hard and tight: 
and having taken an opiate every night 
from the time of the operation, he had not 
had a ſtool for three days paſt. 
as I 
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1 dreſſed the inciſions with a ſoft di- 


een and covering the whole ſerotum 
with a warm pultice, tied it up in a bag- 
truſs; directed a glyſter to be thrown u p 
immediately, and a purge to be taken the 
next morning: from which in the follow - 
ing day, he had four or five ſtools; and by 
which his reſpiration was en, and his 
ny rendered ſofter. _ 

Next day the inflammatory hardnef of 
| the ſerotum ſeemed to be going off, but to 
be ſucceeded by an emphyſematous kind of 
tumefaction; and in four days from that of 


my firſt viſit to him, the whole bag was in 


a ſtate of mortification, notwithſtanding 
the conſtant. uſe of Sheatitation, I 
Se. | © 
Having lenny taken a large quaitity of 
medicine of different kinds, it was with 
much difficulty, that I could prevail on him 
to hear of any more: but upon making a 
true repreſentation to him of the ſtate of 
his caſe, and of his imminent hazard, he 
conſented to take the bark, with ſome con- 
fect. cardiac. and tinct. rad. pant, PIT 
three or four hours. 


By putting a tea-ſpoonful of brandy into 


| each doſe, it t kept upon his "ade" At 
the 
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the end of three days, the pain and ſore- 
neſs were conſiderably leſſened; and on the 
ſixth he got a little quiet ſleep without 


any opiate: on the ninth the mortified 


parts ſeemed inclined to ſuppurate, and the 
gleet was ſmall, in compariſon of what it 
had been: on the twelfth there was an ap- 
pearance of tolerable good matter from the 
edges: on the fifteenth a laudable ſuppu- 
ration was eſtabliſhed, and the mortified 
parts were every where looſe and falling 
off. Inſtead of a ſmall quantity of high- 
coloured urine, he now made what was 
nearly equal to his drink, and that very 
well-conditioned ; and the watry extrava- 
ſation in his legs and thighs w was conſidera- 
bly diminiſhed. | 
He now began to nauſeate the bark, in 
the form in which he had hitherto taken 
it; it was therefore changed for another, 
which he took at larger intervals: and to 
aſſiſt his urinary diſcharge, his apothecary 
gave him an infuſion of the cineres geniſtz 
and horſe-radiſh, which anſwered the pur- 
poſe very well. 
The whole ſcrotum and dartos caſt off 
in a large ſlough, and left the tunicæ vagi- 


nales of both teſticles, as | bare and clean, 
as 
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as if has bu been diſſected: theſe wels 
ſoon covered by an incarnation, which ſup- 
plied the place of the ſcrotum tolerably 
well; and by perſiſting in the uſe of the 
ſame remedies, for a few weeks longer, * 
was reſtored to perfe&+ health. 


CAS R VL 


| A Man not exceeding forty, who had 

drank freely of ſpirituous 1 was 
thereby brought into the ſame circumſtan- 
ces, as the patient in the preceding caſe: 
that is; his countenance was yellow and 
bloated; his Iegs, thighs, ſcrotum and pe- 
nis, loaded with a watry tumor; he had 
little or no appetite; and made a very ſmall 
quantity of high-coloured urine. 

Internal remedies having been ineffectu- 
ally tried for ſome time, he was adviſed to 
have an inciſion made on each ſide of tbe 
ſcrotum; by means of which, all the ſwels 
ling both of it, and of the penis, was im- 
n removed, and the paticnt much 
pleaſed. 

On the fourth day from the operation, 
all * diſcharge of ſerum ceaſed,. and the 
' wounded part ſwelled, inflamed, and be- 
| cams very painful. Fomentation, cata- 
plaſm, 


% 
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plaſm, and proper digeſtive dreflings were 
uſed ; but without any relief from the pain, 
or any beneficial alteration in the appear 
ance of the ſores. - On the ſixth day from 
that of the inciſion, I was deſired to meet 
the gentleman who had the care of him. I 
found that the hard inflammatory ſwelling, 
which a day or two before had occupied 
the whole ſcrotum, was now gone off ; and 
that it was become flabby and livid, eſpo- 
cially about the inciſions. 

1 — 1 his taking the cortex, but it 
was not complied 6's nor. do I know, 
what the medicines were which he did 
take; neither myſelf nor his attendant ſur- 
geon being conſulted on that head. Warm 
ſpirituous fomentations, with proper pul- 
tice and dreſſings were continued, but to 
no purpoſe. I faw the patient each morn- 
ing, for four days; during which, he got 
little or no reſt, and complained of great 
pain and burning heat within his belly: 
the watry extravaſation in his thighs and 
legs increaſed daily; the whole ſcrotum 
and ſkin_of the penis became black, and 
mortified, as did alſo a part of the pubes; 
and on the eleventh day, from. that on 
which the inciſion Was made, he diet. 

CASE 
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CASE VII. 


A Man, about forty-five years old, by | 
name Corby, who was a patient in 
St. Bartholomew's Hoſpital on another ac- 
count, ſhewed me a ſwelling on the left. 
ſide of his ſcrotum. It was large, full, 
tight, and had all the ſymptoms and ap- 
pearances of an hydrocele of the tunica va- 
ginalis, viz. the fluctuation of the fluid, 
the freedom of the upper part of the pro- 
ceſs, and the concealment of the teſticle.” 
J thought myſelf fo clear in the true nature 
of the diſeaſe, that without any ſcruple, I 
1 pierced it with a ſmall trochar in the lower 
and anterior part, and thereby let out about 
two ounces of limpid water; but could by 
no means draw off any more, though I 
preſſed a probe up thrqugh the cannula, 
and uſed every other means proper to obtain 
It. 7 
I ͤwithdrew the cannula, and examined 
the ſwelling again; which was but little 
diminiſhed by what had been done: but 
though it was not much decreaſed in fizz, 
it was conſiderably altered in appearance. 
I could now very plainly diſtinguiſh the 
teſticle, 
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teſticle, and was conviſiced, that the whole 
_—_ was confined to the cells of the dar- 
tos. In ſhort, it was (what 1 had never 
| — before) an anafarca of that membrane, 
on one ſide only; having a certain quantity 
of the water in one cyſt or bag, and the reſt 
diffuſed through the cells in the uſual man- 
ner: the latter made all the tumefattion, 
which remained after tapping; and the for- 
mer had concealed the teſticle. 
Being now truly fatisfied of the nature 
of the cafe, I made an inciſion, about an 
inch long, througli the ſcrotum into the 
loaded dartos; intending thereby to drain 
off the water; and by procuring a ſuppura- 
tion, to cure the diſeaſe, Into the inciſion 
I put a little dry lint ; and tied the ſcro» 
tum up in a bag-truſs. 7 
To my great aſtoniſhment, the next day 
my dreſſer told me, that Corby's ſcrotum was 
felled to a great ſize, and that the inciſion 
was already livid. I went to the hoſpital, 
and found. it ſo. I ordered the part to be 
fomented, and wrapped up in a warm pul- 
tice; and that the man ſhould take the 
cortex freely, till the phyſician ſhould ſee 
him. 
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In three days time, the whole - "Nh 
and ſkin of the penis was compleatly mor- 
tißed; and a conſiderable part of the pubes 
altered and veſicated: his pulſe was quick, 
and ſmall; he complained. of a burning 
heat in his belly and bladder ; his thirſt was 

intenſe ; and his extremities cold. 
For ſeveral days'I was convinced, that 
each would be his laſt: his fomentation, 
cataplaſm, and dreſſings were continued 
the doctor ordered him a dram of the bark, 
as often as his ſtomach would bear, or keep 
jt; in a julep, well impregnated with vola- 
tile ſalt; and the poor man earneſtly beg- 
ged to be allowed a pint of porter a day, 
which he had. At laſt, in about three 
weeks time, the whole ſcrotum, the inte- 
guments of the penis, and ſome part of the 
pubes caſt off, leaving the corpora caver- 
noſa, and the tunica vaginalis, as clean as 
if they had been diſſected. The man * 
well. 

More of the ſame kind of caſes might 
be produced, in which the trouble and ha- 
zard attending large inciſions of the ſcro- 
tum, in dropſical caſes, have been great; 
but the ſimilarity of them renders it unne- 
ceſſary. I ſhall therefore only add, that 


from 


from the ſimple puncture, I have ſeldom 


- 
* 


met with either; and that I have as ſeldom 


known them fail to anſwer the putpoſe for 


which they were intended, viz. a tempo- 


_ rary diſcharge of _ from the cellular Pl 


membrane, 9 . 4 
8 E C T. V. 


F ve conſider the preceding complaint 
as, merely ſymptomatic ; and do not 


Vis 


- 0 That which conſiſts © a collection ** 
water, in the cells of the tunica communis, 


rank it among the different kinds of hydro- 
cele, there will chen remain only three, | 


or cellular membrane, enveloping and con- 


necting the ſpermatic veſſels. | 
2. That which is formed by the extra- 


vaſation of a fluid, in the ſame coat as the 
former; but which, inſtead of being dif- 


fuſed through the general cellular ſtructure 


of it, is confined to one cavity or cyſt, in 

- which all, the water conſtituting this ſpe» 
cies of diſeaſe is contained; the reſt of they 
Wr gs in its A Kate, z 2k 
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cavity of the tunica vaginalis teſtis. 
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3. That which is produced by the a- 
een e a quantity of water, in the 


Theſe three are diſtinct, local, and truly | 
Vicki tha province of ſurgery. They may 
accidentally be combined or connected 


with other diſorders, but not neceſſarily; 


and are frequently found in perſons, whoſe 
general habit is good, and who are per- 
_— free from 2 other N 


Tur HYDROCELE or THE CxIIS or 
THE TuNICA COMMUNIS. 


JN the anatomical account of the parts, 
which make the ſeats of the different 


kinds of hydrocele, it has been obſerved, 
that the ſpermatic veſſels, from their ori- 


gin quite down to their inſertion into- the 


teſticle, are enveloped in, and connected 
together by, a membrane, called formerly 
tunica vaginalis vaſorum ſpermaticorum, 
but now (more properly) tunica communis, 
That this membrane ſo enveloping the fper- 
matic veſſels, has no one particular cavity, 


(as its old name would feem to imply; ) but 


is merely cellular, as either by inffation of 


: air, or hon extravaſation of a fluid, wall al- 


ways 
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ways prove. That while it is within the ca- 
vity of the belly, its cells are lax and large 
and when it has paſſed out from thenee, 
and has formed a part of the ſpermatit 
proceſs, by enveloping its "veſſels; its belts 
are rather ſmaller, and the membratie con. 
poſing them fitmer. That it is included 
Within that thin expanſion of muſcular 
fibres, called the Sa And that a 
great number of 1ymphatics paſſing froth 
the teſticle to the receptatulum chyli ** 
always to be found in it. 

An attentive conſideration of theſe 8. 
cumſtanees in the ſtructure of this part, 
will ſhew us, why either obſtruction, ot 
breach in the lymphatic veſſels; conſidera- 
ble preſſure, | means of diſeaſed induta- 
tions within the abdomen ; ot a morbid 
ſtate of the parts, which ſhould receive the 
' lymph from the veſſels of the ſpermatit 
chord; may induce the diſeaſe in queſtion: 
and alſo, when it is produced, that its appear 
ance, and the nature of the extravaſation, 
muſt make the term cellular 4 very proper 
one, as expreſſive of its true ſtate k. abi 
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When the diſeaſe is ſimple, it is per- 
fectly local; that is, it is confined entirely 

to the membrane forming the tunica com- 

munis; and does not at all affect, either the 
dartos, the tunica vaginalia 5 or any 

W port, - 213 

It is a complaint, which: — not give A 
great deal of trouble, unleſs it arrives to a 
conſiderable ſize; and being by no means 
ſo frequent, as either of the other two kinds 
of hydrocele, it is in general but little 
known or attended to. With ſome, it 
paſſes for a varix of the ſpermatic Cans ; 
with others, for the deſcent of a portion of 
omentum; which having contracted an ad- 
heſion cannot be returned. Thus, its true 
nature not being in general rightly under- 
ſtood; and, it giving but little trouble or 
uneaſineſs, while it is within moderate 
bounds; and neither hindering any neceſ- 

44 du cordon ſpermatique accompagner une veritable hy- 

be drocele placee ſur le corps de teſticule.” Le Dran. 

_ The firſt part of this paragraph is a juſt and true de- 

ſeription of the hydrocele of the cells of the tunica com- 

munis, when not much diſtended: but if by une veri- 
& table hydrocele, Mr. Le Dran means that of the tu- 
nica vaginalis, his deſcription of it, as * Une tumeur 

* aqueuſe plact᷑e ſur le corps du teſticule, is very inex- 
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= fary action or faculty ; they who have it, | 


are moſt frequently adviſed to be contented 


with a ſuſpenſary bandage, and find "HY 


little inconvenience from it. 
Sometimes it ariſes to ſo large a * 
oy gets into fuch a ſtate, as to become an 
object of ſurgery. and to require Wh * 
ſerious attention. 
In general, while it is of moderate fize, 
the ſtate of it is as follows. The ſcrotal 
bag is free from all appearance of diſeaſe: 
except that when the ſkin is not corruga- 
ted, 0 ſeems rather fuller, and hangs rather 
lower on that ſide, than 1 other; and 


5 this fulneſs ; & neither enlarged, nor 
in any manner altered, from its natural 
ſtate : the ſpermatic proceſs is conſiderably 
larger than it ought to be; and feels like a 
varix, or like an omental hernia; according 


to the different ſize of the tumor: it has 
a pyramidal kind of form, broader at the 


bottom than at the top: by gentle and con- 


tinued preſſure, it ſeems gradually to re- 
cede or go'up ; but drops down again im- 


melia. upon removing the preſſure: 


E 4 and 
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and that as freely in a * 25 in an 
erect poſture: it 18 attended with a Verx 
ſmall degree of pain or uneaſineſs ; which 
un is not felt in the ſcrotum, 1 where 
the tumefaction i is, but in the loins. 

If the extravaſation be confined to, what 
i called the ſpermatic proceſs, the opening 
in the tendon of the abdominal muſcle is 
not at all dilated; and the proceſs paſſing 
thro it, may be very diſtinctly felt: gh if 
the cellular membrane which. inveſts tho 
ſpermatic veſſels within the abdomen be 
affected, the tendinous aperture is inlarged; 
and the increaſed ſize of the diſtended 
membrane paſſing thro it, produces to the 
touch, a ſenſation, not very unlike that of 
an omental rupture, « 

While it is ſmall it is hardly an , obje& 
of ſurgery; - the pain or inconvenience which 
it produces being ſo little, that. few people 
would chuſe to ſubmit to an operation 
to get rid of it; and it is very ſeldom. ra- 
dically curable without one: But when it 
is large, or affects the membrane within, 
the cavity, as well as without, it becomes 
an apparent deformity; i is very inconvenient 
both from its ſize and weight; , and the, 
* od of cure, which it admits; is 
. far 
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far from being void of hazard; as muſt 
appear to every one who will conſider, of 
who is at all acquainted either with the 
nature of lymphatic extravaſation, ot ab- 
ſorption; or, with the frequent conſe- 
quences of Daun e on parts W 
weren. 


20 00 


can VIII. 


A* Man about fifty- the" deſired the to 
| look at a rupture, under which he ſaid 
that he had . for ſeveral years. For 
the greateſt part of that time he had worn 
a ſteel truſs, which had given him little of 
no vneaſineſs, but had never kept his rup- 
ture up. During all this time he had never 
had any ſymptoms of obſtruction in the in- | 
teſtinaF canal; nor had the tumor ever in- 
ereaſed in fize, or altered its appearance, 
until within the laſt three or four months ; 
when he had been perſwaded to change 
his truſs, for a bandage without iron; and 
to make uſe of an external ane 
which was ſaid to be infallible. 
What the application was, I know' not 1 
but its effect was an excoriation of the 
F eee about ;' the bandage was 
made 


88 
| bolſter, with three of four buckles; and 


ſwelled ; the groin excoriated ; the teſticle 
enlarged, but not hard; the ſpermatic 
proceſs quite up to the belly, full, tight, 


I | in en 
made of dimity; had a _ hard 


was buckled on, very tighhlt. 
He ſaid, that the pain it had cauſed, had 


been great; but that he had chearfullyß 
ſubmitted to it; having been aſſured, that 
the medicines aſſiſted by the preſſure would 
ſoon ſhrink up a piece of caul, which was 
in the ſcrotum ; and thereby free him from 
all poſſibility of a return of his diſeaſe ; 
and that after that was done, he might 
leave off all kind of ee, and do as 
he pleaſed. 

He had now made the experiment, FT 
the pain was ſo great, and the parts fo 
ſwelled, that he could endure it no longer. 
The ſcrotum was much inflamed, and 


and ſo exquiſitely painful, that he could 


not bear the moſt gentle handling; he 


had no obſtruction in his going to ſtool; 
nor any ſymptom of the confinement of 
any part of the inteſtinal canal. The 
principal information which 1- could get, 
was from his own account; for he- could 


not bear the ſlighteſt touch, From this 
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it appeared to me, that whatever might be 
the true tate of the caſe, it was very clear, 
that the firſt thing to be done was to ob- 
ain eaſe. © I therefore put him to bed; z 
bled him freely; ordered him to have a 

glyſter thrown up immediately ; and to 
take two ſpoonfuls of à purging mixture 
every two or three hours, until he ſhould 
have a free diſcharge per anum; and then 
to take a grain of extract, thebaic. I 
wrapped up the ſcrotum, and covered the 
groin and pubes with a warm loft pul- 

tice, and put on a bag truſs. 
Ne paſſed the day in a very uneaſy reſt- 
leſs ſtate ; and in the evening, finding his 
pulſe not at all lower, nor his pain leſs, 
(his purging mixture having dane its duty) 
I took away fourteen ounces more of 
blood, and ordered his opiate to be taken 
again, and repeated at the diſtance of every 
fix hours, F orty-cight hours paſſed over, 
during which time he took ſeven grains 
of opium, before he could get ſleep or 
eaſe ; and when he obtained the former, 
it did not laſt more than three or four 
hours, (an effect I have ſeveral times ſeen, 


in the exhibition of large and frequently- 
| | repeated 


| 
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** doſes of opium, given cis ſp 


appeaſe pain, or to quiet a phrenzy.) 
+ When he awoke, he was 1 51 ; 


parts leſs CT and 55 painful ; his 
pultice was renewed, after fomentation; 
and he was directed to take a draught of 
the common emulſion every ſix hours, with 
ſome manna and nitre in it; by which 
means he had, in the courſe of the next 


day, two plentiful diſcharges by ſtool, 7 


By theſe means, within the ſpace of fix 
or = days, all his Ea ſymp-. 
toms were removed; and the parts . 

duced to nearly the ſame ſtate, in wht 
they wete when he put on his dim 
e that is, the teſticle was of 1 
natural ſize, but the ſpermatic proceſs large 
and full, tho ſoft, and indolent, and feel- 
ing very like to a : ſmall omental rupture. 

For greater certainty, I kept him in bed 
a day or two more; and confined him to 
the ſame low regimen with an open body. | 
The ſpermatic proceſs continued in the 
fame tate. I attempted. to reduce the ap- 
parent rupture, but without ſucceſs; tho 
there was no reaſon to think that there 


Was 
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was the leaſt ſtricture made on it by the 
tendon of the abdominal muſcle. I could 
indeed make a ſmall part of it recede, but 
even that did not paſs the opening at all 
ke a piece of omentum; it did not give 

any of that ſenſation to my fingers, nor 
produce that kind of noiſe, which the re- 
turn of a rupture into the abdomen gene- 
rally does; and the moment I removed 
my fingers, it fell down again, altho the 
patient was in a ſupine poſture. In ſhort, 
J made attempts for reduction fo Tong, and 
fo often, that I was perfectly ſatisfied that 
the prolapſed part was not reducible; (at 
leaſt by me.) 
It now gave kin no. pain, nor aneafivela 
of any kind; but he had ſuffered fo much 
from the preffure of his bandage, and was 
ſv ſatisfied (from the ſucceſsleſs attempts 
which I had made,) that his rupture was 
not capable of being reduced, that he con- | 
tented himſelf with a common ſuſpenſory 
bag, and found not the leaſt alteration in 
it, for the ſpace of *three years. At the 
end of this time he was. attacked with A 
peripneumony, and died. 
obtained leave to examine his body, 
* found, that what 1 had taken for a 
portion 
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portion e of omentum, Was a collection of 


water in the cells of the tunica communis 


of the ſpermatic veſſels, on the outſide of 


te cavity of the abdomen; that nothing 


elſe had paſſed thro' the tendon; of the 
oblique muſcle ; and that the teſticle, and 
tunica vaginalis were perfectly ungffected. 
Notwithſtanding the account, which 
this patient had given of himſelf, and of 
his having frequently reduced his rupture, 
I am ſatisfied that he never had one; and 
that his diſeaſe had, from the firſt, been 
what it at laſt appeared to be. There Was 
no ſign of an hernial ſac; and tho' the re- 
turn of ſuch ſac, back again into the belly, 
after it has been -in the, groin or ſcrotum, 


is a thing much talked of by late writers, 


I do not believe that it ever happened. 
This ſteel truſs did not preſs hard e- 
nough to produce any miſchief, and Was. 
thought not to have kept his rupture up; 
and the ſymptoms, under which 1 found 
him labouring, were occaſioned merely 
by the dimity bandage, ſubſtituted in the 

place of his truſs; which having 1 
hard bolſters, and being buckled on very 
tight, preſſed violently on the ſpermatic 
veſſels and loaded 9 * 
_ CAS E 
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A Healthy middle. aged man applied to 

me one day, while I was dreſſing the 
Hoſpital, and ſhewed me a conſiderable 
ſwelling in his ſcrotum. I examined it, 
and told him J believed it to conſiſt of 
water. He replied, he knew it; for that 
Mr. Baker, then one of the ſurgeons of the 
Weſtminſter Infirmary, had a few days 
before drawn ſome from it by puncture 
with a lancet. Upon hearing this, I exa- 
mined it again, imagining that 1 might 
poſſibly find it to be blood: (a circum- 


ſtance which now and then happens, after 


tapping a common hydrocele :) but till it 
appeared to me to have all the marks of 
a tumor from water, and to be principally 
in the ſpermatic chord, The dartos was. 
indeed a little thickened by the infinua- 
tion of a. fmall quantity of a fluid into 
ſome of its cells, but the teſticle was much. 
too plainly diſtinguiſhable, for the caſe to 
be taken for a hydrocele of the tunica va- 
ginalis ; nor was the upper part of the 
_. proceſs, in that free ſtate in which it is 
moſt frequently found, in that diſeaſe. 1 
took 
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took him into the "Hoſpital, and ordered 


him to keep his bed, till I ſaw him the 
next day; at which time I paſſed a ſmall 
trocar into the anterior part of the tumor, 
a little higher than uſual ; at firſt a limpid 
ſerum flowed freely z but that ſoon ſtop- 
ped, and I was neceſſitated to paſs a probe 
frequently up the cannula, to get away the 
remainder ; neither could I, either by that 
means, or by preſſure, reduce the ſcrotum 
to a proper fize, or remove the fulneſs of 
the proceſs above. I ordered the part to 
be fomented night and morning, and the 
whale ſcrotum and groin to be covered 
with a ſoft pultice; and that the man 
ſhould take a ſolution of manna and glau- 
ber's ſalt the next morning. The applica- 
tions were continued, and the purge re- 
peated every ſecond, or third day, for a 
fortnight; at the end of which time, the 
ſwelling was as large as when I firſt ſaw 
it. x 
During u this "IND of time, I n 
ly examined the parts; and always found 
the teſticle much more free, and indepen- 
dent, than J had ever felt it in a hydrocele 
of the tunica vaginalis. It appeared to me, 
from the kind of fluid which had already 
been 
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been twice let out, and from the preſent 
appearance of the part, that no cure would 
be obtained without Jaying the whole 
open ; but as I was by no means certain, 
what was the preciſe nature of the diſeaſe, 
or in what ſtate the parts might be found, 
I informed*the-man that: it might poſſibly 
become neceſſary to remove that teſticle; 
To this he conſented; and I made an inci- 
ſion, thro! the:ſkin, fromithe groin, down as 
low as the teſticle ; intending, if I had found 
the proceſs diſeaſed, to have caſtrated. 
The inciſion was followed by a large 
diſcharge of water, not only from the lower 
part, where there ſeemed to have been a 
conſiderable collection in one cavity; but 
from the ſurface of the whole cellalar 
membrane incloſing the ſpermatic veſſels 
Finding this membrane no other way dif- 
eaſed than by the watery diſtention of its 
cells, I went no farther with my operation; 
but filled the incifion lightly, with ſoft lint; 
For three or four days the diſcharge of 
ſerum was large ; but that oeaſing, a-plen- 
tiful ſuppuration ſucceeded; which Was 
lowed by a perfect : ſubſidenoe of the 
Wible tumor; and in due time the wound 
healed; and the man obtained a v] 
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— a 1 years of 
nge, dame out the North, to Bon- 
dub. for the aſſiſtance of Mr. William 
Sharpe, in the caſe of a large tumor of 
the ſerotum; which, he Quid, ban n 
coming five or ſix years. - 
The account which he gave 41 * 
that at firſt it was ſmall, eaſily (as he 
thaught) put up, but came down again 
immediately; which he attributed to his 
not having been, accommodated with 3 
proper bandage : that at the end of a+ 
bout nine menths, or rather more, he 
found that he could. not reduce. it at alt 
whatever pains he took, or whatever po- 
ſtute he-put-hinaelf into ; and that from 
this time; its, increaſe had been — 
apparent. The caſe, was: ſiagulars and 
Mei Sharpe deſired me to fee it wich him, 
The ſeretum was of a; moſt: prodigious 
ſite 5 it hung more than half-way dawn 
do the; patients: knee a it was: ver; ill pr 
ported, by an ankward bag of: hie owa 
Waking; and, toward the * part, was 
much 


\ 3 
* 


much dk by neglected Abe 
Different parts or the ble felt very We 
ferently; int fte Plates, it wi hard; in 
big, bft; aint in others, 4 thitt flaick Us 
palpibly aiftoterable. The ſpefmätte 
proceſs wits large and full, quite up to the 
Stöim; the aperture itt the ds ctdel 
_ thiſtfe, was conſidetubly dilated by it; and 
uben the pakete coughtd, the whoſe t- 
tor Was teſt diſtended : his (bats 
0 1 1 ular, His 4 tte good, His ufitte 
ality, but very deficient in 
| * his fote cotiplaints were, æ pain 
in Bis Back (proceeding as we fuppoled 
fram the Weight of the ſerotam); and a 
languor, and diſpiritednen, which he had 
nof been accuſtomed to, ad. could nit 
Account for. 

The feeb of ſome part of the tumor, was 
like that of an inteſtinal hernia, in which 
there is no ſtricture; and the gut does its 
office-in ſcroto ; but other parts of it were 
fo ufilike to this, and the upper part of 
it toward the groin was ſo large, and fo 
hard, that we remained in great doubt 
Concerning the true nature of the contents. 

When we had ſufficiently examined the 
tumor in an erect poſture, we put the pt 


F 2 f tient 
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tient into a ſupine one, which, produced, a 
conſiderable alteration; in the Appearances. 
The tumor became manifeſtly leſs, and 
'fofter ; and ſeemed, by retiting, to occa- 
fion a large ſwelling on that ſide of the 
belly, juſt above the os ilion, tending 
back ward toward the region of the kidney. 
Upon c continued preſſure, the con tents of 
the ſcrotum ſeemed to recede ſtill more:; 
and ſtill as they receded, the ſwelling on 
the ſide of the belly increaſed, When we 
had got up to a certain point, we could 
get up no more; but during our endea- 
vours, to return as much as we could, we 
clearly diſcovered that the tumor in che 
ſcrotum, and that within the belly, were 
produced by the ſame body; that there 
was a palpable and free fluctuation, from 
the one to the other; and that the 
harder parts, were mere indurations, and 
thickenings of the integuments and com- 
mon membrane. 

The burden was ſo great, that the pa- 
tient was deſirous of being eaſed, at any 
rate. We communicated to him our opi- 
nions, our ſuſpicions, fears, and uncer- 
tainty; and told him what hazard miglit 
en be ineurred, by acting 9 

t 
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to the former, if we ſhould be miſtaken; 
but he being determined to endeavour. to 
obtain relief, at all events, and we being 
prepared, as, well as we could for what- 
ever might happen, made a ſmall inciſion 
into the —x and antetior part of the tur 
mid ſcrotum COL D333 17> - ev i4GCH 
As ſoon as Ye Bad divi vided the ſkin, a 
quantity of clear limpid | water burſt forth, 
of which we caught above a quart ; and | 
then che opening was ſtopped, by ſome- 
thing \ which thruſt itſelf out, and looked 
like 2 piece of cellular membrane laaded 
_ water.” We cut a part of it off, and 
uſhed back the reſt with a probe; 
| — y moderate and continued preſſure, 
we raise off eleven Wincheſter pints « 
water. ad 
When we could get no more away, we 
would have enlarged the opening; but our 
patient found himſelf fo lightned, and ſo 
eaſy, that he would not permit it. 
The ſcrotum, it is true, was conſide- 
rably leſſened; but in no proportion to the 
quantity of water which had been drawn 
off; the whole ſpermatic proceſs, from the 
teſticle quite up to the belly, was ſtill 
large anc full ; and the abdominal opening 
"B32 ſtill 
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ſtill gilated by a large body paſſing thro! 
it; but, as the ſwelling in the belly copld 
not now be felt in any poſture, and as the 
ferotum was reduced to ſuch a fize, as to 
be cafily ſypporghle by a *s truſs, hg 
determined to wait th e eſſect o what 100 

already been done. 10 little more than 3 
month we ſaw him again, the tumor in the 
ſide of the bell A as | kts the fluc- 

tuation as palpabl le, and the burden, as great 
as a FR we firſt, fw him. His bealth 
was ſtill good i in general; 3 but his face a7 
peared to me to be more pale apd wan, 
and he complained ſtill mage of thirſt and 
languor. 

As wo were now ſure of the nature of 
the contents, we. divided the hole (cray 
tum from the bottom upward. The lower 

art was formed into a eyſt, or bag, Made 
E the preſſure of the water, which was 
diſcharg oy hi n the firſt introdyRion of tho 
knife; 1 the reſt of the tumor Way 
formed, 5 the diffuſion of ſerum, thro! all 
the ſtructure of the tunica, communis, the 
cells of which were all much enlarged with 


very diftinet, and free bom Chad. The 
ſerum oecd freely from, all parts of this 
membrane 
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membrane by gentle /prefſute : and as it 
ſeemed to ſabſide confiderably thereby W 
medelled no farther, but eantenteld our- 
ſelves with filling the inciſion lightly with 
dry list, and ig he ſcrotum. in 
bag truſa. 
Duriogthit brd two- do: this dps the 
diſcharge of water was conſtant and ſfleu-— 
ful and the fore was: (a+ might bb en- 
pected) eruds, and uhdigeſttd : but without 
any of that inflammethry hardneſs and = 
ſwolling, which wounds, made in ſuch 
parts, in healthy ſanguihe people, generally 
have on the eentrity the lips were flactid, 
and ſoſt: it is true, he was perfecti ſrer 


guor, he had no apparent diforder ;- but 
they were great and troubleſome. The 
diſcharge of water continued large, and 
hie wound neither digeſted nor inſamed: 
nor did wear any the leaſt appenratice of 
gangrene, of mortißeation ; his langue 
and anxiety inereaſed dai: and on the 
24th day from that of the operation; he 
died; the fore Rill wearing the ſame face.) 
Upon opening his body, we found all 
F4 ſpermatic 


flanges juſt mentioned of thirk and lat- 
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9 veſſels” within | the Ae; 
- loaded with water, and diſtended in a very 


irregular manner, from the origin Tn the 
faid veſſels quite down 'to the opening of 
the oblique. muſcle; at this place it was 
contracted into a round, or rather a flat- 
tiſh body, of leſs ſize, but Mill ſo large, as 
to dilate the opening in the tendon conſi- 
derably. Below this it was again expand- 
ed, and diſtended with water, thro all its 
cells; but the teſticle, and its tuhica vagi- 
nalis were in a ſound ſtate, and n . | 
unaffected by the diſeaſe. 1 

Was it the large diſcharge of n 
the free diviſion of membranous parts, 
which occaſioned this gentleman's death? 
For my own part, I am inelined to attri- 
bute it to the former; for though an in- 
ciſion, made in parts of ſuch ſtructure, and 
ſo diſeaſed, does ſometimes prove fatal, 
yet the parts themſelves in ſuch caſe, ge- 
nerally ſhew, by a gangtenous or morti- 
fied appearance, what ſhare fuch 0 
21 in the patient's deſtruction. 

In this cafe, there was indeed no dige- 
ſion, nor any of that inflammation, which 
always precedes ſuppuration ; nor, on the 
other hand, was there any appearance like 
eee gangrene 


bl 
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gangrene or ſphacelus; but his k manner 
of dying was very much like chat of thoſt 


oe arf deſtroyed by karge SRC 
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Tunica COMMUNIS, 
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* ſpecies of Hydrocele has its ſeat 
in the ſame part as the preceding, 
pig, the tunica communis, or cellular 
membrane, which inveſts the ſpermatic 
veſſels; with this difference, that in the 
former the water is diffuſed in general 
thro all the cells of the membrane; where- 
as in this, it is contained in one cavity oaly, 
If any of the three kinds of hydrocele de- 
ſerves the name of encyſted, it is this. 
The water which conſtitutes it, being all 
contained in a bag, formed in the ſame 
manner, as all the coats, of all encyſted 
tumors are, viz. by mere preſſure, and 
gondenſation of the common membrane. 
le i complaint by no means infre- 


"un eſpecially in children, It -was very 
well 
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. veſſels within the —— 
- loaded with water, and diſtended in a very 


irregular manner, from the origin of the 
faid veſſels quite down to the opening of 
the oblique -muſele ;' at this place' it was 
contracted into a-round, or rather a flat- 
tiſh body, of leſs ſize, but ſtill fo large, as 
tos dilate the opening in the tendon conſi- 
derably. Below this it was again expand- 
ed, and diſtended with water, thro all its 
cells; but the teſticle, and its tunica vagi- 
malis were in a ſound ſtate, and Narr . | 
unaffected by the diſeaſe. 
Was it the large diſcharge of ee 
the free diviſion of membranous parts, 
which occaſioned this gentleman's death? 
For my own part, I am inelined to attri- 
Dute it to the former; for though an in- 
ciſion, made in parts of ſuch ſtructure, and 
ſo diſeaſed, does ſometimes prove fatal, 
yet the parts themſelves in ſuch caſe, ge- 
nerally ſhew, by a gangtenous or morti- 
ſied appearance, what ſhare ſuch operation 
wt in the patient's deſtruction. 
In this caſe, there was indeed no dige- 
| ſion, nor any of that inflammation, which 
always precedes ſuppuration; nor, on the 
other hand, was there any appearance like 
gangrene 
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gangrene or ſphacelus; but his" manner 
of dying was very much like that of thoſe 
Ws ai gefiroye by Yerge a oo 
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Tune COMMUNIS. 


ie 


FT HIS ſpecies of Hydro has its ſeat 

in the ſame part as the preceding, 
"O12, "the tunica communis, or cellular 
membrane, which inveſts i 


tic 
veſſels; with this difference, chat in the 
former the water is diffuſed in general 


thro all the cells of the membrane; wWhere- 


as in this, it is contained in one cavity oaly. 
If any of the three kinds of hydrocele de- 
ſerves the name of encyſted, it is this. 
The water which conſtitutes it, being all 
contained in a bag, formed in the ſame 
manner, as all the coats, of all encyſted 
tumors are, viz. by mere preſſure, and 

ä condenſation of the common membrane. 
. It i complaint by no means infre- 
kpc. eſpecially in children, It was very 
. | well 
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3 to many af the Ancients, and 
has been req accurately deſcribed by ſame 


of them ; but later writers have. often 
miſtaken it for, and repreſented it as, a 


ies of wind-rupture, or pneumatocele ; 
a diſcaſe exiſting. in their imaginations 
only. It moſt frequently poſſeſſes the 
middle part of the proces, N he 
3 and is N 


'obloag 

Albucaſis, by Celſus, Paulus Egineta, und others. 
ere 
drocnle, fro that of the euniea-vaginalis, by a 
deſcription of, both; . gi hu — 
* coetit, tumor alterius uli imaginem exhibet. 
ebe i Erythroide tunes Humer comprehenfas eff, 
% turngr ramadys paufulum, et ou nieds longiuſeuler : 
10 r 
6c quaque fit implicitus.“ *% 

The former of theſe deſcriptions © our countrytgan Peter 
Lowe, bas moſt probably copied, when hee, * Tr is 
& fmectimes ifclofed in a membaane, 1 
e hke 2 chin teſticls -. 

Heiſter ſpeaks of this ſpecies ol hychocele 28 very zare, 


only quotes the authority of others to prove its exiſtence, 


and. ſeems in fome meaſure WF A We 
dien of fhyd in a eongenial bherraal fag. 
Tage 842 he ſays, ** Qyandaque tamen etiam, vt 
c“ nonnulli autores referunt, in peritonzi proceſſu, ſupra 
te teſtieulum, liquor praeter naturam colligitur't- imo 
eim in · productione peritonei, ab inteſtinorum her- 
er n ee ſections ali- 
a * quande 
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oblong figure! Whence it has by ſome 
people been ompared ta an ogg, by others 
to a fſh's bladder. Whether it be lacge 
ar mall, it is gansrally pretty tanſe, and 
canſequently the flactustion af tha water 
within it, net alas immediataly, or eafily 
persepiihle 1 for wibich reaſon it hes been 
ſpppaſed ta contain air any. It gives no 
pais, ner (unleſs it be very large indeed) 
dees it hinder any geceſſuny action. It is 
perfectly cireumſeribed; and has no come 
munication, eithey with the cavity of the 
belly above, ar that of tho vaginal coat 
4 1 — N iu. yg teſtis and 
D 3 29 us 
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« de wens ent Aae eee 
be aids, „ Weuemganus, nec nag, Roerhazzus, item. 
Garepgeotys et Draniys memorant iſtiuſazodi hy- 
« droceles cafus quapdoque obſervar! z ui digitq con- 
e ting} tefticulus queat;/ atque tune ſopta teſtioulum in 
peritoni procefſy tumcrem && bumpers conkers. 
In enterocele autem contrarium quandoque uſu vo- 
© nixe, propterea quoꝗ inteſtina interdum, ut ſugramgnui, 
6. uſque in tunicam vaginalem, per ſeptum ud nat 
6 rale, quad wfticulum à parte ab 
, topay. diſtingvit gengwaverynt.” 

46. Seq taxi. admodum fant, necelſe ſts, a0 8 
** laudati autoreg provocant, caſus. Ego ſaue quanquam 
« plurimos homines enterocele, non minus quam hy- 
„ Gogaly labarantes Gnaverina, — bu 

\ + ita tem inveniz &c," | 


* 


of the ſpermatic proceſt in the g 
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its * are perfectly and diſtinctly 
to be felt below the tumor, and are abſo- 
tutely independent of it. The * 


moſt frequently very Anguilhable P! Parka 
felling does not retain the impreflion'sf 
the fingers z and when lightly ſtruck upon, 
ſounds as if it contained wind only. It 
undergoes no alteration from change of 
the patient's poſture; nor is affected by 
his coughing, ſneezing, &c. and it has no 
i on the diſcharge per anuim. 
- Theſe marks (while the diſcaſe is ſimple 
10 uncombined with any other) are ſuf- 
ficient to diſtinguiſh it by, from all others 
which may affect the ſame part; but it 
ſometimes happens, that the preſent com. 
Plaint is found connected either with 4 
true hernia, or with 4 hydrocele, of, che 
tunica vaginalis ; by which the caſe is ren- 
dered Aker and Teſh opt to be under- 
ſtood, „pon, 60 fl. * eee 


48 


from a . of — and ap- 
pearances, a combination of diſeaſes n 
be ſuſpected; there is but one method of 
inveſtigating the truth; Which is, to con- 
Ader carefully what ce the part ag- 


grieved 
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grieved is naturally liable to; what the 
diſtinct ſymptoms and appearances of each 
of thoſe are; and what are the effects of 
the preſent complaint. The two diſeaſes 
with which this kind of hydrocele is moſt 
likely, to be combined, are, as I ſaid ber 
fore, an hydrgcele of the tunica vaginalis 
teſtis, and a true hernia ; the parts withis 
the grain, the ſpermatie proceſs, and the 
ſcrotum being the ſeat, of all chrge. 

One mark, or characteriſtie of an hydror 
cele- of. the tunica vaginalis teſtis, is, that 
it poſſeſſes and diſtends the inferior part of 
the ſcrotum; and that the teſticle | being 
nearly, (tho not abiolutely) ſurrounded by 
the water, it very ſeldom happens, that 
the former can be clearly and . plainly; di- 
ſtinguiſhed by the fingers of an examiner; 
whereas in the encyſted collection, in the 
memhranes of the chord, the tumor is al- 
ways above the teſticle, which 1 is n 


= „Another e e AS, ati 
to, is, that altho the fluid in a hydrocele 
of the vaginal coat does ſo nearly ſurround. 


the teſtis, as to render it often not very 
eaſy to be diſtinguiſhed, yet the different 
parts of the tumor * always a very dif- 

| ferent 


v» ATR 
ferent feel: for iuſtancs/ in uli thoſs point 
where the vaginal tune is 160K; and Ut 
connected with: the twhies albugines;' rhe 
tumor is ſoft and conprefble, and gives 
4 clear idea of the contained fluid; bir 
When thaſs"tws codts ie Edrifliterotis;- er or 
make one and the ſume mernbtare, and 
have no-eavity between them (Which fs 
the cls on the middle and poſtetio? part) 
there will aways be fouttd 4 hifdiefs amt 
firmneſa, very unlike to Whit is to Be found 
la all thoſe places, whers the diſtanee * be- 
teen the two timics leaves toom for the 
collection of 2 fluid: now the hydroede 
of the chord being ſormed in the mers ee 
lalar membrane of it, is the ame to the 
touch in all the parts of the tumor, and 
feels like a diſtended bladder e 
point of ii. 

ä The free ſtate of ths upper port of the 
ſpermatie nor 22-8 white the tutor 18 


forming below ; the griduat acturmwlativa 
of the fluid, and confequendy the gradual 
growth of the ſwelling 5 the indofent and 


Ian its Being modpable of 


, 

2 4 Tenier Eiychiotdes nature nero in gibba qui- 
dem ed ameriore e tefdicaks liders dſt; in cohoave 
« poſteriori ipſi adhereſcit ex * originem tra- 
& hens.” Paulus Egineta. 
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redy&ion, or tetütn into the befly from the 
firlt ; its being always ane y. the 
patient's coughing, or ſneezin d the 
uninterrupted freedom of the 5 diſ- 
charge per anum, wil always difttaguiſh 
it from an inteſtinal hernia ; and he who 
miſtakes it for an 'omental one, muſk be 
very ignorant, or very heedleſs. 

Now, altho there may not always be ſuck 
external marks as may, to the eye, explain 
the combination of theſe diſeaſes with each 
other; yet the particular ſeat, and ſymptom 
of each being known, and the ſenſations 
which chey produce to the fingers of an 
intelligent exarginer being wel under- 
ſtood, when ſuch mixed characteriſſics are 
found in tha ſame ſubject. we may reaſons 
ably conclude the caſe to be complex, and 
act accordingly. 

1 have indeed. ſeen. an encyſied hydro- 
cele, fituated ſo high toward the groin, as 
to render the perception of the ſpermatic 
veſſels very obſtre, or even impracticable; 
but then, the ſtate and appearance of the 
teftivle, md the adſenee of every ymptem 
| From confinement 40 tte inte- 

Aſha? eunaß were ſufficient marks of the 
true nature of the * TERS © 
I a Nen 
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Infants are much more ſudiect * chis 
diſeaſe, than adults; tho” it often affocts 
W latter. 

In young children, it frequently dick 
pots in a ſhort time, eſpecially if ted 
y warm fomentation, and an open belly. 
| If it does not diſperſe, that is, if it be 
nat abſorbed, the point of a lancet will 
give diſcharge to the water; and in young 
children, will moſt frequently produce a 
cure: but in adults, the cyſt formed by 
the preſſure of the fluid does ſometimes 
become ſo thick, as to require diviſion 
thro its whole length; which operation 
may in general be performed with great 
eaſe, and perfect ſafety : I ſay in general, 
becauſe it is moſt frequently ſo; tho'I 
have ſeen, even this, ſlight as it may ſeem, 
prove troubleſome, hazardous, . and fatal. 
Of ſuch conſequence are wounds in mem- 

branous parts in' Tort: en habits. 


CASE. Xl. 


Al about fixteen, years old, was taken 

into St, "Woe es s Hoſpital, with 
a complaint which he had been GL Was 
a 3 


3 34 . 


N 
th 
as 


. 


into two.cqual parts. The upper part was 
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The tumor was large; of an oblong fi- 
jure began juſt below the exit of the 
rag from the belly; and ex- 
liſh to the bottom of the ſcrotum: but 


in the middle of it, was a depreſſion; or 


ſtricture, which ſeemed to divide it nearly 


ſo high, that I could not feel the ſpermatic 
proceſs, at all fatisfaQtbrily'; and altho 
there was palpably a fluid in the whole 
of the ſwelling, yet the upper and lower 
parts of it did not ſeem to communicate 
with each other; at leaſt the fluctuation 
thro' them was not diſcernible. As he had 
never had any ſymptom of a true hernia; 
and as the account he gave, of the gradual 
formation of the tumor; joined to the 
fluctuation; Ge. convinced me that it was 
principally; if not totally water, Fpictced 
the lower part carefully, and drew off near- 
ly half a pint of a yellowiſh ſerum 3* by 
which means the ſcrotum became imme- 
diately empty and fugbus, and the teſticle 
clearly diſtinguiſhable" but the upper part 
of the ſwelling, remained as large, and 46 
tenſe as before; nor could 1 by any niegns 
obtain a ** fluid more from bel 
5 G 


The 1 


, Which operation was performed, and he 
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The next day I ordered him a briſk 
purge, which operated well; and two or 
three days after being ſatisfied that the 
inteſtinal canal, eduld have no ſhare in the 
complaint, I thruſt a lancet, into the an- 
terior part of the upper tumor; by which 
means, a quantity of limpid ſerum was 
diſcharged, and the whole ſwelling imme 
diately diſappeared; leaving the ſpermatic 
veſſels free, and eaſily diſtinguiſhable. 
In a few days he left the Hoſpital; and 
as the end of a year, or a little more, he 
came to me again, with the lower part of 
the ſcrotum full; but without any appear- 
ance of the tumor above. In ſhort, his 
former ſtate, conſiſted of a complication, 
of- the encyſted hydrocele of the ſpermatic 
chord; with that of the tunica. vaginalis 
teſtis : the former was cured by the frſt 
puncture, the latter was now 0% fol ag 
ever. | 
- Confidering the lad $ Age, an and 2 
ment, 1 adviſed him to ſubmit to the ope - 
ration for the radical cure by inciſion; 


got. well in about ſeyen weeks; nor has had 
any return of either rent e. 1292 
Stier ; # | | C A 8 E 


td Ge. 5 


ea n. _ 
4; het about thirty-five, Jud had fot 


ſome years been troubled with a hy- 


drocele of the tunica vaginalis, which had 


often been ertiptied by | Baa ate Eame to 
me for advice. 

The ſwelling in the ſerotum, he ſaid, 
was now about one thitd of the fize it 


- uſed to be of, when he had been accuſtom- 
ed to have it tapped: it was not tenſe j 


was of an irregular figure; and plainly 


contained a fluid. But it was not on ac- 
count of this tumor that he applied to nie. 


Within ewo months paſt he had diſco- 


vored another ſmall fwelling; higher up 
towards his groin 3 perfectly diſtinct from 


the lower one: it was about the fize of 


dhe largeſt French walnut; of an oblong 


figure; abſvlutely indolent ; very tenſe ; 
and left the fpermatic proceſs, at its exit 


_ from the abdomen, perfectly free. 


From the appearance which theſe tu- 
mors made, and from the patient's account, 
1 made no doubt of the nature of the caſe, 
vis, that the upper one was made by a 

G 2 Collection 
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collection of water, in a cyſt, formed in 
the cellular membrane which makes the 
tunica communis of the-ſpermatic veſſels ; 
and that the lower one was a true hydro- 
cele, of the tunica vaginalis teſtis. 
Upon this preſumption, I pierced the 
upper one with a lancet; and let out a 
ſmall wine-glaſs full of clear limpid ſerum. 
The tumor immediately ſubſided, and left 
the whole ſpermatic proceſs free ; but the 
lower ſwelling was not at all affected by 
what had been done above. The punc- 
ture was well in a day or two; and the 
| hydrocele of the vaginal coat, not being 
full enough to be at all troubleſome, he 
would not permit me to meddle with that. 
At the end of about nine months he ſent 
for me; his hydrocele was full and large, 
but he had not the ſmalleſt appearance of 
the tumor in the proceſs. The water was 
let out by punQure, as uſual as it has 
been ſeveral times ſince; "he he has never 
ſuffered any return of the W 
the proceſs, 


* 
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CASE XII. 


A Lad about fourteen years old, was, 
brought into St. Bartholomew's Ho- 
ſpital, for a rupture; which a ſurgeon (who 
had ſeen him at home) had told his friends, 
was not in a fituation to admit delay: and 
it being my week for accidents, I was ſent 
for immediately. I found a large tumor, 
full, and tight, poſſefling the whole ſper- 
matic proceſs and ſcrotum, from the groin, 
quite down to the teſticle ; which was in- 
dependent of it, and perfectly diſtinguiſh- 
able. As he lay on his back, it was per- 
fectiy indolent; but in an erect poſture, 
or in the action of ſtooping, he complained 
of pain: it was not tender to the touch, 
unleſs preſſed hard; and it was nearly of 
equal ſize from the top to the bottom; it 
bore ſo hard againſt the opening in the 
abdominal muſcle, that I could, by no 
means, feel the ſpermatic proceſs; he ſaid, 
that it had appeared within a week ; and, 
that he had had no ſtool for five days paſt. 
Some of theſe were circumſtances of 
importance, and might be occaſioned by 
2 ſtricture on the inteſtinal canal: but, on 
G 3 the 
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the * hand, his pulſe was ſoft, calm, 
and quiet; and his ſkin cool: he had nei- 
ther tight belly, nauſea, hiccough, nor 
vomiting; nor any other ſymptom (general 
or particular) deducible from ſuch cauſe. 

' From the mere appearance, and feel of 
the tumor, I ſhould have ſuppoſed it to be i 
cauſed by water; but the difficulty of di- 
ſtinguiſhing the ſpermatic proceſs above, 
the freedom of the teſticle below, and 
the want of ſtools, made me heſitate. 

But tho' I was in ſome doubt concern- 
ing the preciſe nature of the caſe, yet I was 
very clear, there was no immediate neceſ- 
ſity for an operation. Therefore having 
found, that I could not return any part of 
the contents of the tumor into the belly, 
I took away fixteen ounces of blood from 
his arm; ordered a glyſter to be thrown 
up immediately; and two ſpoonfuls of a 
purging mixture, to be taken every two 
hours, until a plentiful aHarg per anum 
ſhould be procured. | 

He took his mixture only twice, and | 
had ſix large ſtools that afternoon; and' | 

when I faw him the next morning, he was' | 
perfectly well in health, but the tumor | 
exactly the ſame, I. examined it again, 

| __ and 
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and again, and was ſtill more poſitive, that 
it contained a fluid: but whether that fluid 
was in the tunica communis, or in a her- 
nial ſac, I could by no means be clear. 
However, as there was no poſſible me- 
thod of getting rid of it but by an opening, 
determined to make one with ſuch cau- 
tion, as to be prepared for whatever might 
happen. 

I made a fall inciſion, into the ante- 
rior, and lower part: when I had divided 
the ſkin and cellular membrane, I found 
a firm hard membrane, which I took for 
the ſac of an hernia : this I divided with 
the ſame caution, and gave diſcharge to 
a conſiderable quantity of ſerum ; upon 
which the whole ſwelling immediately 
ſubſided, the ſpermatic proceſs appeared 
in a natural ſtate, and the opening in the 
tendon undilated. 

The incifion was dreſſed ſuperficially, 
and healed in a few days. 

Within leſs than half a year he came to 
me again, with the ſwelling as large, and 
under the ſame apparent circumſtances, as 
before. His habit was ſo good, and I ſo 
well remembered the toughneſs of the 
cyſt, at the firſt operation, that I- made 
G 4 no 
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= ſcruple of adviſing him to have it laid 
pen thro its whole length. To this he 

ſubmitted, ne obtained a Ne e 


1 CASE XIV. 


A Man about forty, ſervant to oneof the 
governors of St. Bartholomew's Ho- 
ſoital, came thither for advice concerning a 
rupture; which, he ſaid, the ſurgeons in 
the country had often endeavoured to put 
PP, but had never ſucceeded. 
Ihe groin and all the upper part of the 
ſcrotum, was large and full; but the te- 
ſticle below very fair, and diſtin from the 
tumor. The account which he gave, was, 
that he firſt perceived the beginning of 
the ſwelling, in the evening of a day, in 
which he had ridden a very hard fox chace; 
and had been a good deal hurt by a fall 
over his horſe's head. That at firſt it was 
ſmall ; and that it had gradually increaſed 
ever fince. That it had never been up 
ſince it firſt appeared. That he conſtantly 
felt a dull kind of uneaſineſs in it; and 
that it was very troubleſome to him when 
en horſeback ; which he was frequently 


obliged 
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obliged to be, as his buſineſs was that of 
an huntſman. I examined the caſe caree 
fully, and was ſatisfied mat it was water, 
and not in the vaginal coat of the teſticle. 
He had for. ſome time worn a truſs, which 
had rendered the part uneaſy ; had lived 
freely with regard to liquor; had a yel- 
' lownefs in his countenance, which had an 
unhealthy appearance; his legs were ra- 
ther too full ; and he had for a little while 
paſt, been under the direction of a Phy- 
ſician in the country. 

I did not like his appearance, Dry VE 
ing him as the ſubject of an operation, and 
therefore adviſed him to return into the 


country, and continue to follow his doctor s 


direction. 

At the diſtance of three or four months, 
he came to the hoſpital again. He had 
now the appearance of very good health. 
His countenance was freſh ; his appetite 
keen ; his urine in proper quantity ; and 
his legs fine. His tumor was larger ; and 
he ſaid it was become ſo troubleſome, 
that if ſomething was not done for it, he 
muſt quit his ſervice, and go to the pariſh, 

I could have wiſhed, that his former 
ſtate had been different ; but havin g ap- 


prized 
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ized him, how much that added to the 
. oe of any attempt toward curing bim, 
I made an incifion the whole length of 
the tumor, and gave diſcharge, to a conſi- 
derable quantity of clear water. 

The cyſt was firm and thick, and for- 
med in the common tela celluloſa of the 
chord. 

For three days the wound diſchar ged 2 
large quantity of ſerum, but it — — be · 
came tumid, nor inflamed; his pulſe be- 
came hard, and frequent; he was thirſty, 
and reſtleſs, and had a languor in * 
countenance which I did not like. 

the fourth day the diſcharge of 2 
cCeaſed, but te inciſion ſtill remained cold, 
hx, and flabby; and was fo far from ſhew- 
ing any tendency to ſuppurate, that, on 
the contrary, the edges began to be livid. 

Bark, and cordial medicines, were pre- 
fcribed by the phyſician ; and fomentation, 
pultice, and animated digeſtive . 
were applied; but to no purpoſe. On 
the ſixth day he comptained of a burning | 
heat in his back and kidneys, while his 
extremities were cold and ith p; on the 
feventh he became delirious, and that 
erening Ged. | 6 

All 
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All the cellular membrane in the pelvis, 
and about the loins, and kidneys, was ex · 


ceſſively diſtended with air, and in ſeveral. 
places diſcoloured ; and in the cavity of 


the abdomen was 2 large 2 of 
bloody water, 


SECTION VI. 
HyDROCELE of Tur Tynica VAOts 
NALIs TesT1s, 


HE third ſpecies of this diſeaſe, is 
that which is confined to the vagi- 
nal coat, or bag which looſely envelopes 
the tefticle, In the ſhort anatomical ac- 
count, already given of the production, 
ſtructure, and ſituation of this tunic, it 
has been obſerved, that in a natural, healthy 


ſtate, its cavity always contains a ſmall _ 


quantity, of a fine fluid, exhaled from ca- 


pillary arteries, and. conſtantly abſorbed: 


by veſſels appointed for that purpoſe. 
This fluid, in the natural ſmall quantity, 
ſerves to keep the tunica albuginea moiſt ;/ 
and to prevent 2 coheſion between it, and 
the vaginalis; a conſequence, which al- 


moſt neil follows any ſuch diſeaſed 


ſtate 


-— — — 


85 ATAZAT 162 en 


ſtats of "theſe parts, as prevents the due 
fecretion of it. On the contrary, if the 
quantity depoſited be too large, or. if the 
regular abſorption of it, be by any means 
prevented, it will be gradually accumu- 
lated, and by diſtending the containing 
bag, will form the diſeaſe in queſtion. - 
The two preceding ſpecies of hydrocele, 
have their ſeat in the tunica communis of 
the ſpermatic veſſels ;. that is, in the cel- 
lular membrane which inveſts them: one 
by a general diffuſion of lymph thro! all 
its cells; the other by a collection of it, 
in one particular cyſt or bag: that which 
makes our preſent ſubject, has no concern, 
or connection with that membrane, at all; 


but is abſolutely confined to the tunica 
vaginalis teſtis AY 
It 


* Fallopius, altho' he was unacquainted with the real 
and true origin and nature of this diſeaſe; and ſuppoſed 
its manner of produciion to be very unlike what it really 
is; has yet given a very juſt account of the appearance, 
both of this, and of the former: Alia vero eſt hernia 
« aquoſa, in qua aqua diſtillat per vaſa et venas, occulto 
«. modo, ac ſenſim ad ſcrotum, Hæc autem eſt duplex; 
&. alia in qua continetur aqua in membrana adnata, et in 
20 proprio folliculo ; alia in qua continetur in inguinali 
« tunica que teflem veſtit, Cognoſcitur aquam eſſe in 
L tunica adnata, quia feparatur teflis a' parte aquoſa na- 

* mous 5 
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It is a diſeaſe from which no time of 
life i is exempt; not only adults are ſubject 
to it, but young children are frequently 
afflicted with it; and infants ſometimes 
born with it. What is the immediately 
producing cauſe, I will not take upon me 
to affirm. Ruyſch is of opinion, that it 
proceeds from a varicoſe ſtate of the ſper- 
matic veſſels, What real foundation there 
may be for ſuch conjecture, I cannot 
ſay; certain it is, that the ſpermatic veſ- 
ſels, are very frequently found varicoſe, in 
perſons afflicted with this kind of hydro- 
cele; but whether ſuch ſtate of "So parts 
ought to be regarded, as a cauſe, or as an 
effect of tho Glcaſe, is a matter worth 
enquiring into. ; 

In Morgagni at are | fone R on 
* ſtate of the parts concerned, particu- 
larly the inſide of the tunica vaginalis, and 
'ourkide of the albuginea; which if re- 
peated and confirmed, may poſſibly lead 
us on 0 tagther information. 9 x0 


- 
28 1. \ 442 (8 wh + + 


0. lar; prætetea, iſta hernia habebit farin circum- 
794 * ſeriptionem, Aliquando rotundam, aliquando ovalem. Si 
„autem fit in vaginali, non poſſumus amplius arripere 
«© et diflinguere teftem ab hernia ; quoniam in eodem loco 
«Ker aqua, et teſtes ſunt conſtituti.“ Gab. Fllopius, 


YL 
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| In the mean time, from all the cireum- 


Milices attending the complaint, it is pretty 
clear, that whatever tends to increaſt the 


fecretion of the fluid, into the facculus, 


beyond the due and neceſfaty quantity; 
or to prevent its being taken up, and cat= 
ried off, by the proper abſorbent veſſels, 
muſt contribute to its production: which 
is fo flow, and gradual; and at the fame 
time, ſo void of pain, that the patient ſel- 
dom attends to it, until it has arrived to 
ſome fize. Not but that it ſometimes is 
produced very ſuddenly ; and in a very ſhort 
ſpace of time attains | confiderable m ag 
nitude. 
The ſize and f gure of the tüpor; ate 
various in different people, and under dif- 
ferent circumſtances. _ In general, at its 


firſt beginning it is rather round; ; but 3s by ; 


it increafes, it frequently affumes a Pyri- 

form kind of figure, wi its larger extre- 
1nity downward: ſometimes it is hard, 
and almoſt incomprefivle; 'fo much fo, 
that, in ſome few inſtances, it has been 
miſtaken for an induratien of. the teſticle : 
at other times it is ſo ſoſt, and lax, that 
both the teſticle, and the Avid ſurround- 


ing it, are cafily diſcoverable, It is per- 
fealy 
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fealy indolent, in itfelf; tho” its weight 
does ſometimes Produce ſome ſmall degree 


of uneaſineſs in the back. The great cha- 


racteriſtic (as it is called) of this diſcaſe, 
and oh which almoſt all writers have agreed 
to lay the greateſt ſtreſs, and to reſt their 
proof of the nature of the diſorder, I mean 
the tranſparency of the tumor, is the moſt 
fallible, and uncertain fign belonging to it: 
It is a circumſtance which does not de- 
pend upon the quantity, color, or con- 
fiſtence of the fluid conſtituting the diſ- 
eaſe, ſo much as on the uncertain thick- 
neſs, or thinneſs of the containing bag, 
and of the common membranes of the 
ſerotu inn. 


If they are tbin, the fluid limp id, and 


the . made fo quick as not 
to give the tunica vaginalis time to thicken 
much, the rays of light may ſometimes be 
ſeth to paſs thro” the tumor: but this is 
accidental, and by no means to be de- 
pendled upon. "Whoever would be ac- 
quainted with this diſorder, muſt learn to 


diſtinguiſh it by other, and thoſe more 


certain, marks; or he will be apt to fall 
into very tif raceful, as well as pernicious 
wake "Tre <olor of the fluid is very 

akas 2 different 
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different ai uncertain : 'anetimes it is of 
a pale yellow, or ſtraw-color ; ſometimes 
it is inclined to a greeniſh caſt ; ſometimes 
it is dark, turbid, and bloody ; and ſome- 
times it is perfectly thin and limpid. 
In the beginning of the diſeaſe, i the 
water be ied WE LR ſlowly, and the tu- 
nica vaginalis thin and lax, : teſticle may 
eaſily be perceived; but if the faid tunic 
be firm, -or the water accumulated in any 
conſiderable quantity, the teſtis cannot be 
felt at all: and other ſymptoms, or marks, 
muſt be attended to. In moſt caſes, the 
ſpermatic veſſels may be diſtinctly felt at 
their exit from the abdominal muſcle, or 
in the groin ; which will always diſtin- 
guiſh this complaint, from an inteſtinal 
hernia (the diſeaſe which it is moſt likely 
to be confounded with). It does indeed 
now and then happen, . that the vaginal 
coat is diſtended fo high, and 1s ſo full, 
that it is extremely difficult, nay almoſt 
impoſſible, to feel the ſpermatic proces ; 
and it alſo ſometimes happens, that the 
fame kind of obſcurity is occaſioned, by 
the addition of an encyſted collection a 
' water in the membrane of the chord * 
by the caſe being combined with a —— 
» enjerocele. 


1 
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enterocele. Theſe circumſtances are not 


very frequent; but yet do occur often e- 
nough, to render it well worth while to 


mention them: and to ſignify that when 


they are met with, recourſe muſt be had 
to other marks. 

The 'gehieral notion formed of this diſ- 
eaſe, is, that it conſiſts of a bag, filled with 
2 fluid, in the middle of which the teſticle 


hangs ſuſpended, and by which it is com- 


pleatly ſurrounded. 
This idea is not only erroneous, and 
contrary to fact; but may be productive of 
very miſchievous conſequences in practice. 
For from ſuch conception, (or rather miſ- 
conception) of the ſtate and diſpoſition of 
the parts, it may be inferred, that all 
points of the tumor, are equally fit for 
ſuch operation as may become neceſſary 
for the diſcharge of the fluid; which is ſo 
far from being the caſe, that in ſome parts 
of it, ſuch operation is perfectly ſafe, eaſy, 
and harmleſs; in other it is hazardous, 
painful, and may be productive of the 
moſt dreadful conſequences. Whoever 
will take the pains to examine, the ſtruc- 
ture and diſpoſition of the two coats of 


the teſticle (bg: albuginea and vaginalis), | 


H will 


- 
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will find, that in one part they are fo in- 
ſeparably united,” (being indeed one, and 
the ſame membrane,) that it is impoſſible 
for any thing to inſinuate Vtſelf between 
them; while in every other part they are 
ſo abſolutely unconnected, that from the 
great dilatability of the latter, a large 
quantity of fluid may be accumulated o. 
In a hydrocele which is tolerably full, 
the place of this union is the poſterior, 


and ſuperior, or rather the poſterior, and 


middle part of the tumor. A puncture or 
inciſion made here, cannot only do no ſer- 
vice, as it cannot reach the water, and 
therefore cannot anſwer the intention for 
which it ought to be made; but muſt in- 
jure the teſticle, or its epididymis, and 


: thereby 


* « Humor magna ex parte, in tunica Erithroide ap- 

cc pellata, teſticulum ambiente, in partem anteriorem col- 
&« ligitur ; qua potiſimum membrana illa a ny ſe 
tc paratur. Paulus Fgineta. 

Mr. Ledran, whoſe character in praftica ſurgery 
ſtands deſervedly high, ſeems to be leſs clear in his idea, 
and leſs perſpicuous i in his account of this diſeaſe, than 
of moſt others: his account is, Une veſſie aqueuſe 
bc place ſur Pun de teſticules, auquel elle eſt adherente; 


et comme elle devient quelquefois tres groſſe, elle 


< remplit preſque tout le ſcrotum.” This does not (at 
leaſt to me) convey an idea that the ſeat of this diſeaſe 
is within the tunica vaginalis teſtis. 
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thereby do great miſchief : whereas an 
opening made in every other part, will 
not only give diſcharge to the water, but 
can do no harm, and is free from all kind 
of danger. enen J a 


This natural connedtion 'derwait the * 
two tunics, at the upper and hinder part, Ny 


is the reaſon why, in a ſimple hydrocele, 

that part of the tumor feels ſo very un- 
like to every. other. In that, the ' tunica 
albuginea, and vaginalis being immediately 
continuous, no water can get between 
them; and therefore, the fingers of an in- 
telligent examiner, muſt immediately diſ- 
cover, the firmneſs, and hardneſs, ariſing 
from the union of theſe parts: in all o- 
thers, the two membranes; being uncon- 
nected, and affording a void ſpace for the 

collection of water, the fluctuation of it 
will always be diſtinguiſhable. 4 
This is a circumſtance which muſt for 
ever diſcriminate the ſimple hydrocele, of 
the tunica vaginalis, from the anaſarcous 
ſwelling of the ſcrotum; from the en- 
cyſted hydrocele of the chord; and from 
the inteſtinal hernia. The firſt is every 
where equally tumid and ſoft ; and every 
where equally receives, and retains, the 
H 2. impreſſion 
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impreſſion of the fingers: The ſecond, 
tho' circumſcribed, not very compreſlible, 
and affording the ſenſation of fluctuation, 
yet does not pit; and is alike to the touch 
in all parts of it : and in the third, if the 


_ teſticle be diſtinguiſhable at all, it is found 


at the inferior part of the whole tumor. 
An indurated, or ſchirrhous teſticle has 
indeed, very frequently, a quantity of fluid 
lodged in its vaginal coat; which is a cir- 
cumſtance not to be wondered at ; the 
diſcaſed ſtate of the gland being ſufficient 
to account for the non-execution of the 
abſorbent faculty; and conſequently, for 
the collection of the water. But -altho' 
part of this mixed tumor, is undoubtedly 
owing to a fluid; and ſuch fluid as is lodged 
within the vaginal coat, yet it is a very dif- 
ferent diſeaſe from the true, ſimple hydro- 
cele; and ought not to be confounded 
with it; one of theſe marks of the latter 
being the natural, ſoft, healthy ſtate of 
the teſticle ; and the characteriſtic of the 
former, being its diſeaſed, and indurated 
inlargement?. 


Tha 


» When ! ſay natural, bolt, od healthy Nate of the 
1 1 0 not mean, that the teſticle in a true ſimple 
* 
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This is a point, of more oonſequence, 
than it may perhaps, upon à curſory view,, 
ſeem to be. It not only regards the deſi- 
nitions, but the treatment of the diſeaſes; 
and being rightly underſtood, and attend- 
ed to, or not, may be prodaytine. of moch 
good or ill. | 

We are, by moſt of the writers on this 
ſubject, adviſed in operating for the radi- 
cal cure of an hydrocele, 'to regard care- 
fully the ſtate, and condition of the teſticle... 
and, if we find it enlarged, hardened, pu- 
trid, fungous, or any other way really dif- 
eaſed, to remove it immediately: which 
advice, within proper limitations, is cer- 
tainly good. A teſticle in almoſt any of 
the juſt-mentioned circumſtances, ought. 
undoubtedly, to be removed : but theſe 
cautions have nothing to do with the true, 
ſimple hydrocele ; and can relate only to 
the diſeaſed, the ſchirrhous, or the can- 
cerous teſticle. When theſe diſorders are 
KL cliche murtde ig the 
hydrocele, is never altered from its natural ſtate, when 
unaffected by any diſeaſe: I know the contrary; 1 know ' 
that the teſticle in a hydrocele, is very frequently en- 
larged iu ſize, and relaxed in ſtructure, as well as that 
its ſpermatic veſſels are often varicous : I uſe the words 
in oppoſition to the diſeaſed indurated ſtate of the ſcir- 
thous teſtis, 
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the ſubject of conſideration, then ſuch 
hints and cautions, make a very neceſſary; 
part of it; but they can have no Concern, 
with the preſent = P 
| The 


4 5 Namgue ubi forte vel putredo, vel ſchirrhus ; vel 
& alia quzdam corruptio vehemens belieben invaſit, : 
te ſalytarius exſcindere.” Heiſter. 

This is alſo the doctrine of moſt of the writers (a large 
number in ſurgery ) who have copied each other both in 

their ideas of diſeaſes, and in their propoſed method of 
treating them. - '- 

Not writing from practice, or from what they have 
ſeen, they have related circumſtances, ynder the article 
of the ſimple hydrocele, which never cn | and have 
ditected a method of conduct, which, if followed, muſt 
miſſead the ſurgeon, and ſubject the patient to pain, 
fatigue, and even loſs of parts, without any the leaſt 
neceſſity. Under the head of radical cure of the ſimple 
hydrocele by inciſion, Heiſter has mentioned ſeveral 
circumſtances as neceſſary to be attended to for the re- 
gulation of the operator's conduct, which circumſtances 
do not occur in that diſeaſe : * 5+ Deligari autem vaſa 
te ſpermatica filo, reſcindique teſticulus omnino debet; 
« ſicuti in cap. de ſarcocele docuimus, quoties vaſa ſe- 
** minalia, non inſigniter tantum induruerunt, ſed magnis 
0 quoque cruciatibus hominem ægrum affligunt. De- 
* ſpiciendum quogue porro eſt num teſticulus tume- 
e faftus forte materiam aliquam-fluidam, ſicut quando. 
que contingit, intus contineat. Si guid enim fluidi 
<« intus nzrere tactu percipimus, aut lympham, aut pus 
+ inibi conſiſtere rectiſſime colligimus. Interim neque 
+ tunc reſcindere continuo, (ut nonnulli folent) fed in- 
** cidere potius, atque expurgare. teſticulum iſtum con- 

6 veniet, 
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The truth is, that the majority both of 
the ancient writers and practitioners, miſ- 
led by the ſound of the term hydrocele, 


have miſtaken a mere accidental effect, for 


a cauſe; and have ſuppoſed that the fluid 
contained in the tunica vaginalis teſtis may 
not only conſtitute a diſeaſe by the mere 


diſtenſion of it, but may be productive of 


other diſeaſes, of the teſticle itſelf. They 
nf H 4 e 


« yeniet, c. Sed fi forte ſimul nimis jam tunc indu- 
&« ratus, vel corruptus idem inveniatur, predicta ratione 
&« ligandus et reſecandus, ne in carcinoma forte abeat.” 


That ſuch; ſtate of the ſpermatic veſſels and teſticle 


do occur, is beyond all doubt, but not in the ſimple hy- 
drocele; not in the hydrocele that any rational practi- 
tioner can poſſibly deem fit, for the attempt for the ra- 
dical cure by inciſion. Neither is it poſſible for a man, 
who underſtands the diſeaſe at all, not to be ac- 
quainted with theſe circumftances before he attempts 
ſuch operation; and if he is previouſly acquainted with 
them, he muſt be a very extraordinary man indeed to ſet 
about relieving them in ſuch a manner. If the ſtate of 


the teſticle and its veſſels be ſuch as to require caſtration 


(a thing always capable of being known beforehand) 
let that operation at once be performed, in a proper and 
expeditious manner, and not by piece-meal, as it is here 
deſcribed, If caftration be not requiſite, neither can any 
other part of the operation (with regard to the teſticle) 
be ſoz for notwithſtanding theſe deſcriptions of inciſions 
into, and expurgations of, diſeaſed teſticles may make a 
figure in books, they are very unfit to be introduced into 


practice. They never can do good, they muſt do un- 


warrantable, ans generally irtemediable miſchief, 
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have fanſied the water, to have in itſelf a 


noxious quality, or diſpoſition; and that the 
teſticle, by merely ſwimming in it, might 
become diſeaſed, and unfit for uſe ; where- 
as in caſes wherein a diſordered ſtate of 
the teſtis accompanies a collection of wa- 
ter in its vaginal coat, the truth is juſt the 
reverſe of this ſuppoſition: the teſtis is 
firſt diſeaſed, and the faculty of equal, re- 
gular abſorption thereby interrupted; by 

which means a quantity of fluid is accu- 
mulated; and that mixed appearance pro- 
duced, which is not improperly called - 
dro-ſarcocele. But in this caſe, the extra- 
vaſation of water is really the conſequence 
of the morbid ſtate of the gland; and (be- 
ing ſtill mere ſimple lymph) neither is, nor 
can be the cauſe of it. 

They who chuſe it, may call this a 1 


cies of hydrocele; and the literal ſenſe of 


the word will certainly vindicate them; 
but they will by that means run the riſque 
of confounding together, two things ex- 
tremely unlike to each other, and which 
require very different treatment: I mean 
the true ſimple hydrocele, in which the 
teſticle is ſoft, and ſound, (only perhaps a 
little more lax, and larger than ordinary, 

5 T4 and 


the HYDRO CEL E, Sc. 105 


and the hydro- ſarcocele, in which the teſtis 
is not only enlarged, but hardened, and not 
in a ſound, or healthy ſtate : the former 


of theſe will permit ſuch treatment with 
perfect ſafety, but in the other, may bring 


the patient into a 58 * oF N nao 


hazard. 

It may indeed; and Jors Kiens * 
come neceſſary to let out the water from 
the vaginal caat of a teſticle, in ſome de- 
gree diſeaſed ;' but this ſhould always be 


done with caution, : and under a guarded » 
prognoſtic '; leſt the patient be not only 


diſappointed, by not having that perma- 


nent relief, which for want of better in- 
formation he may he induced to expect; 
but be alſo Poſſibly) ſubjected to other 


unexpected inconveniencies from the at- 
nt M ons 110 
VU pon the whols; as jun definitions and 


accurate diſtinctions of diſeaſes from each 


WE other; , 
Some inſtances of this are related in this tract. Hil- 
danus has given a particular account of a' miſtake of 


this kind: Inciſo ſcroto plurimum affluxit aquæ; hinc 


* primo ſubſedit ſcrotum ; poſt paucos tamen dies ſe- 
© cutus eſt dolor, vehemens inflammatio et cancroſum 
e ulcus, maximeque malignum ; quod adeo impetuoſe 


55 adjacentes partes occupavit, ut ipſius malignitas nullo 


* modo arceri poſſit; ſed intra paucos dies maximo cum 
bs cruciaty e vita deceſſit. Fab. Hildanus, 


— — — 
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other; are abſolutely neceſſary towards un- 
derſtanding them rightly, it ſeems to me 
much more proper to confine . the term 
hydrocele to the mere fimple accumula- 
ſound teſticle, and to refer all thoſe which 
either are combined with, or proceed from 
diſeaſes of that gland, to another claſs. 
 . When the diſeaſe is a perfect, true, ſim- 
ple hydrocele, the teſticle, tho' frequently 
ſomewhat inlarged, and perhaps looſened 
n its vaſcular texture, is nevertheleſs (as 
I have already obſerved) ſound, healthy, 
and capable of executing its proper office; 
neither is the ſpermatic chord any way 
altered from a natural ſtate; except that 
its veſſels are generally ſome what dilated'; 
neither of which circumſtances are ob- 
jections either to the palliative or radical 
cure of the diſeaſe; But in thoſe diſorders 
which in ſome degree reſemble this, the 
caſe is different; either the teſticle, or 
ſpermatic chord, or both, bearing evident 
marks of a diſeaſed ſtate. In the true, 
ſimple hydrocele, the water is accumu- 
lated, merely from the non- execution of 
the office of the abſorbent veſſels; which, 
(whatever ultimate cauſe it may haye) 
: ine leaves 
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leaves no appearance of real diſeaſe on the 
parts: in all the other collections of fluid 

in this part, there are ſuch appearances 
and marks of diſtemper, as may clearly 
convince us, that the extravaſation is on] y 
a conſequence of ſuch ſtate. 
The two principal complaints liable to 
be miſtaken for an hydrocele, are, that 
kind of ſcirrhous teſticle in which an ex- 
travaſation of fluid is made in the tunica 
vaginalis ; and the venereal induration of 
the teſticle, attended with the ſame cir- 
cumſtance. One of theſe is always a dif. 
eaſg'of the general habit; the other too 
often ſo. One requires, and generally ſub- 
mits to, a proper _ courſe of ſpecific reme- 
dies; for the other (notwithſtanding all 
that has been -ſaid on the ſubject) we as 
yet know of none ; and therefore it is ſel- | 
dom cured, but by total removal. In 
neither of theſe, can the mere diſcharge 
of the fluid contribute any thing material 
toward a cure; and in both of them ſuch 
attempt, injudiciouſſy made, has often 
proved both painful and hazardous. | 
In the true venereal farcocele, or indu- 
rated teſtis, the diſeaſe ought always to be 
efacicated from the habit before any at- 
5 ** 
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tempt be made locally: the mere diſcharge 


of the water can never remove the ob- 


ſtruction in the gland; but hen ſuch ob- 
ſtruction has been by proper remedies, re- 
moved, it is no uncommon thing to have 
the extravaſated fluid again abſorbed: or 
if it be not, and any operation becomes 
neceſſary, a ſoft, eaſy, healthy ſtate of the 
teſticle, is certainly preferable to an —_— 
rated diſeaſed one. | ; 
- Theſe two caſes ; or, to ſpeak more pro- a 

perly, theſe two ſtates of the teſticle, al- 

tho they agree in this one circumſtance | 

of not being eſſentially relieved by the 
mere evacuation of the water, do yet differ 

ſo widely in almoſt every other, that it 
behoves practitioners to be very careful in 
diſtinguiſhing between them. That me- 
thod of treating the venereal induration, 
which is moſt frequently. ſacceſsful, will 
prove highly prejudicial in the ſchirrhous 
hardneſs. By mercury. in judicious hands, 
the pocky patient's diſeaſe. may be remo- 
ved, and his health reſtored : 1 I have 
hardly ever ſeen a ſchirrhus or cancer that 
was not exaſperated, and made worſe by it. 
| Or, if that does not happen, yet, a mercu- 
rial courſe i in ſuch caſe, will always occa- 


ſion 
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ſion a loſs of time, which is not always re- 
trievable. In ſhort, he who treats a ſchir- 
rhous teſticle as he ought to do a venereal 
one, will not cure the diſeaſe, but waſte his 
patient's time, and hurt his general health: 
and he who treats a venereal one as he 
moſt frequently ought to.do a ſchirrous, 
will without any neceſſity ſubmit his pa- 
tient to a painful operation, and thereby 
deprive him of a part very eſſential to him 
as a man. 


CASE XV. 


| A Gentleman, about thirty years old, 


ſhewed me his teſticle, which was 
both enlarged, and hardened, and had very 
palpably a quantity of fluid in the vaginal 
coat. He had been told, that it was a 
water rupture, and that it might. be im- 
mediately cured by means of a ſmall in- 
eiſion. 
The whole teſticle and epididymis was, 
(as I have already ſaid) large, and hard; 
and fo was the vas deferens, and part of 


the ſpermatic proceſs ; but there was no 


kind of inequality on the ſurface ; neither 
did. it give the patient any pain, except 
3 what 
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_ what proceeded from its mere weight. 
He had ſome brown ſpots on his breaſt ; 
a hardneſs below the frenum penis; a 
raggedneſs and induration of the edges of 
the finus of the left tonfil ; a pale plum- 
bean countenance ; and complained much 
of frequent pains in his knees, and elbows. 

I made no ſcruple to inform him, that 
he appeared to me to be poxed ; and that 
I did verily believe, that the diſorder in his 
teſticle aroſe from the ſame cauſe. I took 


- pains to diſſuade him from ſubmitting to 


any attempt toward curing his local com- 
plaint i in the teſtis, until he ſhould have 
got rid of the diſeaſe, which had infected 
his whole habit, by aſſuring him, that if 
what had been propoſed to him was in- 
tended merely to let out the water, it 
could not even contribute to his being 
made well; and that if more than thãt 
was deſigned, he might probably expe- 
rience more harm than good, from the 
attempt. Not ſatisfied with my opinion, 
he went to Mr. Sainthill, who gave him 
the ſame kind of advice. 

In a little time he applied to a gentle- | 
man, well known for promiſing impoffi- 
bilities; who told him, that this was a 

| diſeaſe 
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diſeaſe with which the faculty were per- 
fectly unacquainted; and if he would give 


him ten guineas, and take a lodging near 


him, he would undertake to cure him in 
a week. 15 
He made an inciſion of about half an 
inch in length, in the very inferior part 
of the tumor, and let out a ſmall quan- 
tity of bloody water; and then applied a 
pledgit of lint, and a piece of ſticking 
plaſter. The patient paſſed the night in 
a good deal of pain, and in the morning 
found his teſticle much ſwelled, and very 
uneaſy. He ſent for his operator, who 
faid, that this was of no conſequence, and 


that if he would keep quiet that day, he 


would be very well the next. On the 
third day his teſticle was fo large, fo in- 
flamed, and fo painful, that he became 
exceedingly alarmed, and ſent for me. 

I found the ſcrotum highly inflamed ; 
the teſticle and ſpermatic proceſs, large 
and hard; his pam exceedingly great; 
his pulſe hard, full, and frequent; and 
his ſkin hot and dry. I. bled him freely, 
and ordered him a glyſter, and a lenient 


purge, and wrapped the teſticle up in a 


loft pultice. Next day, both the patient 


and 
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and the parts were in the ſame ſtate. I 
bled him again ; and his glyſter and purge 
having thoroughly emptied him, I gave 
him two grains extract. thebaic, and di- 
rected that he ſhould take one grain every 
ſix hours, until ſome eaſe or reſt was pro- 
cured. Two days were ſpent before any 
remiſſion of ſymptoms was obtained: and 
it was near a fortnight, before the conſtant 
uſe and application of fomentation, cata- 
plaſm, Fc. together with a general anti- 
phlogiſtic regimen, and confinement to 
bed the whole time, had reduced the te- 
ſticle to ſuch ſtate as to bear examination. 
When it. became capable of this, it was 
found large, and hard, but without any 
water in the tunica vaginalis. His general 
habit being recruited, by a proper regi- 
men, Country air, and the bark; he was 
then put into a mercurial courſe, by in- 
unction; under which, as all his other 
ſymptoms gradually diſappeared, ſo like- 
wiſe did his ee of the teſticle. 


CASE 
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work” would not permit him to take pro- 
per care of himſelf, it was a conſiderable 
while before he had got rid of his inflim-' 
matory ſymptoms ; and when he had fo: 
done, a part of the teſticle and the whole 
epididymis were left hard, and rather too 
large. In getting over a high ſtile he mũſ- 
ſed his footſtep,. and ſtruck his ſcrotum 
with violence againſt the upper rail: the 
blow gave him exceſſive pain for ſome 
minutes; but that ſoon ceaſed, and he went 
on with his day's work. Next day his 
teſticle appeared ſwelled, and was painful 
to the touch; but as the man had no ſub- 
ſiſtence but from his labour, he was ob- 
liged to follow it. At the end of a week, 
he was ſo much worſe that he could go 
out no longer; and making his caſe known 
to ſome gentlemen, who uſed to employ 
him, a neighbouring practitioner was de- 
fired to viſit him. A fluctuation being 
felt, it was ſuppoſed to be matter; and a 
an | I warm 
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warm adheſive plaſter was applied to for- 
ward it. In a few days an opening was 
made for difcharge of the fuppoſed pus, 
but nothing followed except a very ſmall 
quantity of bloody ſerum. The ſmalneſs 
of the quantity, and the natute of the 
fluid, joined to the very ſmall ſubfidenee 
of the tumor, induced the ſurgeon to think 
he had not gone deep enough; and to 
thruſt a lancet farther in: this was at- 
tended with acute pain, and followed by 
a copious hæmorrhage, which was not 
 eakily reſtrained; or, to ſpeak more pro- 
perly, did not foon'ceaſe. Inflammation, 
pain, tumefaction, &c. followed this me- 
thod of proceeding; and at the end of 4 
week, the man was brought to St, Bar- 
tholomew's Hoſpital. © | 

Upon mere fight of the part, I ſhould 
hav ſuppoſed the cafe to have been a 
ſchirrus of the malignant kind: the te- 
ſticle, or ſerotum, was large, hard, une- 
qual, of a deep red duſky colour, with 
diſtended veins, and ſo painful that it could 
not bear the flighteſt toueh; and the ſper- 
matic proceſs was far from being in a na- 
tural or a healthy ſtate. The man com- 
rity of conſtant * in. his back ; the 
wound 
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wound diſcharged a bloody, offenſe gleet z 
and long pain, RATE —_—_ given 
1 very diſeaſed aſpect. | 

Nothing but the clear, a cixuttian« 
tial account, which both the man, and the 
furgeon who had attended him (and who 
came with him to the hoſpital) gave, could 
have induced me to have ht the caſe 
to be any other than what I have juſt 
mentioned; but they were ſo poſitive, and 
ſo conſiſtent, that I thought myſelf obliged 
to regard what they ena and to act ac- 
cordingly. 

By phlebotomy, endes, e 
reſt, a low regimen, and the general anti- 
phlogiſtic method, purſued e and 
long, he 22 a cure. 


As E Xvi. 


A Gentleman al about thirty-ſeven years old 

apparently in good health, afked my 
advice concerning a diſcafed appearance in 
his ſcrotum, for the relief of which he 
had come from a confiderable diſtance to 
this town. 


I 2 | The 
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be teſticle was not much increaſed in 
ſize, but had loſt its equality of ſurface, 
and was craggy, and very hard; the vas 
_ deferens and epididymis were in the ſame 
indurated ſtate; the ſpermatic chord was 
ſomewhat varicoſe, but not hard; and in 


the cavity of the tunica vaginalis was pal» 


pably a ſmall quantity of fluid. It was 


ſomewhat tender to the touch; but the 


pain upon being handled was very flight, 
in compariſon of what was felt an hour or 
two after ſuch examination, at which time 
altho' the pains were not conſtant, but ra- 
ther attacked the part by intetvals, yet 
they were extremely acute. 

He ſaid, that he had been told chat his 
complaint was venereal, (to which opinion 
his method of life much inclined him to 
adhere) and that he had alſo a beginning 
hydrocele. I replied, that I wiſhed, for 
his ſake, that I could think fo too; but 
that I had no doubt of its being a ſchir- 
rus, which would not long remain quiet. 
He ſeemed diſſatisfied ; and ſaid, that con- 
ſidering the perſon who had. pronounced 
| his caſe to be venereal, was a man of cha- 
racter in his profeſſion, and whoſe judg- 


ment 


r __oor , Ä.. et . ĩͤ d ĩèͤ c oo{fzczc.c.c 


— 
_— 


tbe HYDROCELE, Ge. 157: 


ment he belleved was good, he Nane 
I was rather too peremptory. 

I defired him to take the opinion of F £220 
people of eminence in London, and named 
ſome to him; whether he did or not, 1 
know not; but in about a fortnight or 
three weeks, I received a letter from him 
out of the country, ſignifying, that his 
friend was ſo clear, in his firſt opinion, that 
the caſe was venereal, that he had prevail - 
ed on him to ſubmit to a ſalivation for it; 
and that he only now deſired my opinion. 
concerning the beſt method of procuring. 
it; that is, whether he ſhould attempt it 
by internals, or by mercurial inunction. 
I wrote back; that I was ſorry to differ 
from his friend, or to ſeem too tenacious 
of, or partial to, my own opinion, and ſin- 
cerely wiſhed I might be miſtaken ; that I 
looked upon the method of falivating by 
inunction to be in general the leaſt fa- 
tiguing or prejudicial to the conſtitution; 
and that in the caſe of particular, local 
induration, it cettainly had the advantage 
of being applied immediately to the part 
affected: that therefore, if I could thinx 
that his complaint was venereal, I ſhould 
padoubtedly prefer the uſe of the ointment, 

1 2 2 | to 
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he teſticle was not much increaſed in 
ſize, but had loſt its equality of ſurface, 
and was craggy, and very hard; the vas 
dieferens and epididymis were in tlie ſame 
indurated ſtate; the ſpermatic chord was 
ſome what varicoſe, but not hard; and in 
the cavity of the tunica vaginalis was pal- 
pably a ſmall quantity of fluid. It was 
ſomewhat tender to the touch; but the 
pain upon being handled was very light, 
in compariſon of what was felt an hour or 
two after ſuch examination, at which time 
altho' the pains were not conſtant, but ra- 
ther attacked the part by e. yet 
they were extremely acute. 
He ſaid, that he had been told that his 
complaint was venereal, (to which opinion 
his method of life much inclined him to 
adhere) and that he had alſo a beginning 
hydrocele. I replied, that J wiſhed, for 
his ſake, that I could think fo too; but 
that I had no doubt of its, being a ſchir- 
.rus, which would not long remain quiet. 
He ſeemed diſſatisfied ; and ſaid, that con- 
. fidering the perſon who had. pronounced 
his caſe to be venereal, was a man of cha- 
rafter in his profeſſion, and whoſe judg- 
ment 
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ment he believed was good, he eee 1 
I was rather-too-peremptory. | 
I defired him to take the opinion of F128 
people of eminence in London, and named 
ſome to him; whether he did or not, 1 
know not; but in about a fortnight or 
three weeks, I received: a letter from him 
out of the country, fignifying, that his 
friend was ſo clear, in his firſt opinion, that 
the caſe was venereal, that he had prevail-- 
ed on him to ſubmit to a ſalivation for it; 
and that he only now deſired my opinion 
concerning the beſt method of procuring 
it; that is, whether he ſhould attempt it 
by internals, or by mercurial inunction. 
I wrote back; that I was ſorry to differ 
from his friend, or to ſeem too tenacious 
of, or partial to, my on opinion, and ſin- 
cerely wiſhed I might be miſtaken ; that I 
looked upon the method of ſalivating by 
inunction to be in general the leaſt fa- 
tiguing or prejudicial to the conſtitution ; 
and that in the caſe of particular, local 
induration, it certainly had the advantage 
of being applied immediately to the part 
affected: that therefore, if I could think 
that his complaint was venereal, I ſhould 
eee prefer the uſe of the ointment, 
8 © 1 | to 
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to every internal means; but that I was ſa. 

thoroughly ſatisfied that it was not, and 
ſo averſe. to the uſt of mercury for him, 

that I deſired him to keep that leiter as 
my proteſt againſt the proceſs he was going 
intn. 1 104 121 

The ointment was freely uſed for above 
a month, but no alteration appeared in the 
teſticle, except that it became rather Jargers 
and more tender to the tou. 

As the mercurial ointment happened 
not to affect his mouth, or make him ſpit. 
any eonſiderable quantity, the inefficacy of 
it with regard to the teſticle was imputed 
to that; and a couple. of the mercuriug 
calcinatus with the kermes mineral, un- 
dertaken and followed for another month. 
During this, the teſticle manifeſtly increa» 
ſed in ſize, became more unequal, and more 
frequently painful, He now came to Lon- 
don again; and calling on me, told me 
all chat had paſſed ; but being {till poſſeſ- 
ſed with the venereal idea, faid that he was 
come hither in order to try the Liſbon 

diet-drink; or ſomething of that kind. - 
At my requeſt he ſhewed his diſeaſe ta 
Mr, Nourſe and Mr. Sainthill, who were 
Clear that it was not yenercal, and W 
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the opetation. This he would not hear 
of at preſent, having got it into his head, 
that when every thing elſe had been tried, 
it would always be time enough for that. 
During three weeks, that Rag ſtaid here, 
he drank, by the direction of ſome friend, 
every day a quart, of ſtrong decoction of 
 farlaparilla, with ſome of the ſublimate 
ſolution in it. The teſticle continued to 
increaſe, and the ſpermatic vein became 
ſomewhat varicoſe but ſtill there was a 
fair opportunity for extirpation. He did 
now indeed, begin to .incline to it; but 
being conſiderably teduced in ſtrength and 
fleſh by what he had taken, he would not 
comply with it until he had been in the 
country, and was ſomewhat recruited, To 
which I could not object, as he then did 
not appear to be a fit ſubject for ſuch an 

operation; I mean, on account of his . 
reduction of ſtrength. 
At the end of two months, he came to 
me again. I was much concerned to ſee 
him ſo much altered for the worſe : he 
was emaciated to the greateſt degree; and 
had ſuch a leaden paleneſs in his counte- 
nance, that had I — nothing of him, 
I ſhould have concluded that ſuch man 


14 had 
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had a cancer about him. He had totally 
loſt his appetite, and was never free from 
pan”: "his teſticle was at leaſt twice the 
fize/aswhen' I laſt had ſeen it, and the 
whole proceſs quite up to the Vc large, 

Hard, and knotty(-13-974 502 04 
I would now by no means _— the 
operation ; ; 4 confultation of phyſicians was 
therefore had, in which the folanum was 
preſeribed,- This Was immediately tried, 
and proved here, as it has wherever I 5255 
ſoen it uſed; that is, the patient was much 
diſordered by it, in general; and received 
no benefit with regard ta his diſeaſe. But 
as this affair happened not long after this 
iſon had been in a kind of vogue, it was 
repedted until the patient could hardly ſee 
lor hold his hand ſtill. When this was 
laid afide, recourſe was had to the cicuta, 
-which; as uſual, was perfectly inefficacious, 
To it, however, a fair trial was given; 
and when the poor man had thus made 
experiment of our moſt boaſted ſpecifics, 
and was ſatisfied, that no honeſt or Judi- 
cious man would attempt the operation, 
he had recourſe to opium, during a few 

weeks that he exiſted. | 

When dead, I examined him. = 
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The 1 permatic proceſs Was thoroughly 


diſeaſed about half- ay up from the groin 
to the kidney; that is, it was inlarged, 


hard, and very full of knots; but I did 


not find any apparent diſeaſe in any other 
pr erg the W : 0 


| 
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C A s E XVII. . 

1 Receiyed a letter 70 Lincolaſbire, in 
the month of November, deſiring to 
know whether that ſeaſon of the year was 
an improper one for the operation of ca- 
ſtration, in the caſe of a ſcirrhous teſticle ? 
for that if I did not, a patient labouring 
under ſuch complaint would ſet out im- 
mediately upon the receipt of my anſwer. 
I wrote back, that the ſtate and nature 
of the diſeaſe were of much more conſe- 
quence toward determining the proptisty 
or impropriety of an operation, than the 
time of the year could be: and therefore I 
defired either that I might have a circum- 
ſtantial account of the caſe, from ſome 
medical man, or that the patient would 
come to London. In about a week I re- 
ceived another letter, containing the fol- 
Jowing account, 
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That * patient was. tn, years 
old; that previous to the appearance af the 
diſeaſe in the teſticle, he had for ſome 
weeks been troubled with frequent, and 
acute pains in his back and loins; that the 
teſticle was conſiderably inlarged, indura- 
ted, and (in its — part) _unequal in 
its ſurface ; that part of the ſpermatic pro- 
ceſs neareſt to the teſtis was too hard alſo ; 
that the whole of it was now perfectly free 
from pain; that the patient was a married 
man, much ſudject to ſcorbutic erup- 
tions, and flying pains, from the ſame 
cauſe ; that his appetite was fallen off, 
and his aſpect became pale and wan; that 
he had taken a conſiderable quantity of 
the eicuta, and as much of the infufion 
of the ſolanum as his weak ftate would 
bear; that from the former he had neither 
experienced .good nor harm; but that the 
latter had difagreed with him extremely; 
that he was now determined for the opera- 
tion; and that he would be in London in 
a few days. 
In leſs than a fortnight he came to me. 
He was extremely thin; and had a coun- 
tenance fo pale, and eyes ſo languid, that! 
made no doubt that his nights were fleep- 
lets, 


» 
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lea. His teſticle was harge; and bard; but 
periectly equal, and perfectiy indolent; 


the tunica 
my of limpid fluid; and the vas de- 


 ferens, and epididymis had that kind of 
inlargement, and induratian, vrhich fre- 


quently accompanies a hernia humoralis; 
but the ſpermatic veſſels were in à natural 


ſtate, of proper fize, and free from all 
kind of induration. He was: ſa hoarſe, 
that I could hardly hear him ſpeak ; and 
ſo deaf, that it was as difficult to make 
him hear. He complained much of fre- 
quent pains in his ſhoulders; and elbows, 
one of the latter of which was conſide- 
rably ſtiffened. The biceps muſcle of the 
left arm, was hard, and gummy; on one of 
bis eyebrows was a large ſpot, with a thin 
ſcab; on it ; and; weren the ſrapuln, vere 
four or five of the ſame, 

I told him, that had no doubt that his 
dedfaels; hoarſeneſs, pain, ſpots, ſwellings, 
&c.. were all venereal; and that I was 
much inclined to believe, that the com- 
plaint in his teſticle proceeded from the 
fame cauſe. He did as venereal patients 
are frequently too apt to do; that is, he 
gs to render my opinion impro+ 

bable, 


is contained a ſmall 
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bable, by atteſting; that there had been an 
interval of fome years ſince he had held 
any illicit! commerce with any woman 
whom he could ſuppoſe capable of in- 
juring him; that he had been two or three 
years married; had only: had à flight 
ſhanker, of which he e * Fong 1. b. 
well cured, GS. [3 

1 anſwered, that I was wear in. lg 
opinion; and would undertake to ſerve! 
him on no atlier principle; but deſired: 
him to take tlie judgment of ſome other 
gentlemen of the profeſſion; which he did, 
and returned to me again with an account, 
that they 2 of his caſe as 1 had 
done. en 
The weakned 1 ſlate i in which he 
was; and a natural diſpoſition which he 
had to a hæmoptyſis, obliged me to pro- 
ceed very cautiouſly: his ſtomach would 
bear no medicine of the mercurial kind 
and a very little acceleration of pulſe, 

made him hawk up a bloody phlegm. I 
therefore determined upon the ointment 
in ſmall quantities, and to do in this caſe 
what 1 have done in ſimilar caſes ſeveral 
times; that is, as ſoon as ever the mercury 
raiſed the pulſe, or began to affect the 

: mouth, 
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mouth, T ordered him to take a decoct. 
- cortidis twice or tlirice a. day, thro Der 
Fhole of the falivation. | 
By theſe means he got rid of all bis dend 


plaints, both general and particular, and 


came out of his mercurial courſe with a 
more healthy aſpect, and more fleſh on bis 
bones, than he went into it. 

127 Dt 2 ack i, 

Before 1 8 to give an account of, 
the means uſed for the relief, or cure, of 
the hydrocele of the tunica vaginalis teſtis, 
it may not be improper to inform. the 


reader, that I have twice in my life ſeen 


this diſeaſe, tho' in a confirmed ſtate, and 
in adult patients, diſperſe, 


CASE Xx. 


A Gentleman about forty five years old, 
conſulted me on account of a ſwel- 
ling in his ſcrotum, which was not very 
large, but palpably contained a fluid, and 
was ſo circumſtanced in every reſpect, as 
to prove it to be a true hydrocele of the 
vaginal tunic ; from which I adviſed him 


to have the water immediately drawn off. 
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As it was not very troubleſome to him, 
he did not chufe to have it done then ; 
but went away, telling me, that I ſhould 
ſoon ſee him again. He toak the opinions 
of two others, both of whom told han'the 
ſame thing, and gave him the ſame advice. 

At the end of half a year he came 0 

me again, with the ſcrotum full, and of a 
pyriform figure, and ſo large as to be very 
_ evident thro'his breeches. 
I would have tapped him immediately, 
but as he had never feen any thing of the 
kind, I could not convince him that it 
would not confine him the next day; and 
as he had ſome particular buſmeſs to trani- 
act in the country, he choſe to go thither 
firſt, and to ſubmit to the operation when 
he ſhould return from thence. 

I faw no more of him for near two 
months; at the end of which time he 
called upon me, and ſhewed me his ſcro- 
tum perfectly empty, and free from dit- 
caſe. 

- Taking it fr granted what ho bal thas 
tapped, I aſked him who had done it for 
him: he told me, that before he could 
finiſh the buſineſs, for which he went into 
the country, he was ſeired (for the firſt 
| . | | time 
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time in his life): with- a. ſevere. fit of the 
gout ; ' which had confined him to his bed 
for fix weeks, duting which confinement 
his ſwelling had gradually, and totally 
diſſipated. 

1 Vas often ſeen bim line, and he fill 


remains perfectly free from all appearance 
of diſeaſe. 1 e 
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— man ſhewed men hydrocele 
of the vaginal tunic, which had been 


near two years collecting, but from which 
the water had never been drawn ; I ad- 
viſed him to have it done ſoon, and he 
fixed on the next morning. 

In his way home, he got fuddled; fell 
down into the area of an empty houſe, 
and in his fall ſtruck his ſcrotum againſt 
a piece of ſcaffolding. 

In the morning early he fent for me. 
I found him in bed, with a great ecehy- 
mofis under the ſkin of the ſcrotum, which 
was much ſwollen, and very painful; I 
would have perſuaded him to have per- 
mitted me to let the water out, (thinking 

| thereby 
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thereby to have taken off part of the te ten- 


ſion) but he would not conſent; and I 
was obliged to have recourſe to fomenta- 
tion, cataplaſin, Se. 

In about a fortnight all the ecchy aki 
was diſſipated, and al the cwelling from 
the ſound fide of the ſcrotum ; and both 


the patient, and myſelf thought, that the 


tumor from the hydrocele was conſiderably 
leſs, than it was before the accident. By 
perſiſting in the. ſame method for about 
three weeks more, the whole of it diſap- 
peared, nor has returned ſince. Nor have 
I, ever ſince, ſeen the ſame nes ſuvoegh, 


SECTION VIII. 


MeTHopDs OF CURING THE HypzoceLE 
or TAE VAGINAL Coar. | 


HE n 21 cure 60 they are 
a called) i in this ſpecies of hydrocele, 
tho' various, are reducible to two, viz. 


the palliative, or that which pretends only 


to relieve the diſeaſe in preſent, by diſ- 
charging the fluid ; and the radical, or that 


| which. aims at a perfect cure, without 


e a rob 0 of re The end 
of 
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of the former is accompliſhed by merely 


opening the containing bag in ſuch man- 


ner as to let out the water: that of the 


latter cannot be obtained, unleſs the cavity 
of that bag be aboliſhed ; and no retep- 
tacle for a future accumulation left. One: 
may be practiſed, at all times of the pa · 
tient's life; and in almaſt any ſtate of health 
and habit: the other lies under ſome re- 
ſtraints and prohibitions; ariſing from the 
circumſtances of age, conſtitution, ſtate of 
the parts, Cc. Sc. GW. 

The palliative cure, (as I have juſt ob- 
ſerved) conſiſts in merely giving diſcharge 
to the fluid which is, contained in, and 
diſtends the tunica vaginalis. 


The operation by which this may be 


accompliſhed, is a very ſimple one. The 
only circumſtances requiring our attention 
in it, are, the inſtrument wherewith we 
would perform it; and the place or part 
of the tumor, into which ſuch inſtrument 
ſhould be paſſed. 


e 


common bleeding lancet, and the trochar. 
The former, having the finer point, may 


poſſibly paſs in rather the eaſier, (tho the 


difference is hardly perceptible) but is, in 


130 A Tr FATISE en 


my opinion, liable to inconveniencies, to 
which the latter is not. The trochar, by 
means of its cannula, ſecures the exit of 
the whole fluid without a poſſibility of 
prevention; the lancet cannot. And there- 
fore it frequently happens when this in- 
ſtrument is uſed, either, that ſome of the 
water is left behind, or that ſome degree 
of handling and ſqueezing is required for 
its — * ; or, that the introduction of 
a probe, or a director, or ſome ſuch inſtru- 
ment, becomes neceſſary for the ſame pur- 
poſe. The former of theſe may in ſome 
habits be productive of inflammation“; 
the latter prolongs, what would otherwiſe 
be a ſhort operation, and multiplies the 
neceſſary inſtruments; which, in every o- 
peration in ſurgery, is. wrong. To which 
it may. be added, that if any of the fluid 
be left in the vaginal coat, or inſinuates 
itſelf into the cells of the dartos, the pa- 
tient will have reaſon to think the opera- 
tion imperfect, and to fear that he ſhall 
not reap even the temporary advantage 
| | which 
*A conſequence which I have ſeen to proceed from 
it, attended with a ſlough of the whole dartos, and which 


I am much jaclined to believe would not have happened 


in the ſame perſon, had the water been drawn off by 
2 trochar, 


— 
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which he expected. The place where this 


puncture ought to be made, is a circum- 


ſtance of much more real conſequence; 
the ſueceſs of the attempt, the eaſe, and 
even ſometimes the ſafety of the patient 
depending upon it. | 

Whoever conceives, as many have done, 
and ſome ſtill do, that the teſticle hangs 
looſe in the middle of the water within 
the vaginal coat (like a clapper within a 
bell). muſt alſo ſuppoſe that every part of 
the general tumor is equally fir, and proper 
for this operation. The idea is erroneous, 
and the experiment may prove highly miſ- 
chievous. - All the anterior and lateral parts 
of the vaginal coat, are looſe and detached 
from the albuginea ; in its poſterior, and 
ſuperior part, theſe two tunics make one 
conſequently the teſticle is, as it were, af. 
fixed to the poſterior and ſuperior part of 
the cavity of the ſac of an hydrocele ; and, 
conſequently, the water, or fluid can never 


get quite round it. This being the ſtate 


of the caſe, the operation ought always to 
be performeg, on that part of the tumor, 
where the two coats are at the greateſt 
diſtance from each other ; and where the 
fluid muſt therefore be accumulated in the 

_K2 largeſt 
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largeſt quantity ; and never on. that part of 
it where the fluid cannot poſſibly be. The 
conſequence of acting otherwiſe muſt-not 
only produce a diſappointment, by not 
reaching the ſaid fluid; but may prove, 
and has proved highly, and even Fatally, - 
miſchievous to the patient. 

It was a cuſtom formerly, after perform- 
ing this operation, to make uſe of fomen- 
tations, and diſcutient applications, upon 
a ſuppoſition that by ſuch means a return 
of the diſeaſe might be prevented. Among 
the old writers, are to be found the forms 
of medicines to be applied to the groin 
and ſcrotum, to prevent a future deſcent 
of the fluid ; but anatomy, and experience, 
have proved the falſhood of ſuch. ſappoſi- 
tion, and the abſurdity of ſuch applications: 
the preſent practitioners content themſelves 
with a bit of lint, and a plaſter ; and if 
the ſcrotum has been confiderably diftend- 
ed, they ſuſpend it in a bag truſs ; and 
give the patient no farther trouble. 

In moſt people, the orifice thus made, 
heals in a few hours, (like that made for 
blood-letting ;) but in ſome habits, and cir- 
cumftances, ic inflames and feſters : this 


feſtering is generally fuperſicial only, and 


is 
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is ſoon quieted' by any fimple dreſſing; but 


it ſometimes is ſo conſiderable, and extends 


ſo deep, as to affect the vaginal coat, and 
by accident produce a radical cure. I have 
alſo ſeen it - prove ſtill more troubleſome, 
and even fatal: but then the circumſtances 
both of the patient, and of the caſe, have 
deen particular, and ſuch as required at- 
tention. [See Caſes 21, and 22.) | 

Whether it aroſe from a fear of wound- 
ing the teſticle in the operation, or from 
2 ſuppoſition : that while the quantity was 


{ma]l, it Was more likely to tore or 


that while there was but little fluid they 
did not think the diſeaſe ſufficiently cha- 
rateriſed; or from ſome other reaſon, 
which they have not thought fit to give 
us; but many writers of good authority, 
(and: among'them Mr. Serjeant Wiſeman,) 
have forbid the puncture in an adult, while 
the quantity may be ſuppoſed to be under 
a pint: which reſtriction is ſtill ſcrupu- 
louſly attended to by many practitioners, 
to the no ſmall trouble, and i inconvenience 
of their patients. 

When there is a ſufficient quantity of 
fluid to keep the teſticle from the inſtru- 
ment, there can be no reaſon for deferring 


K 3 the 
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the diſcharge; and the ſingle point on 
which this argument ought to reſt, is this: 
« Whether the abſorbent veſſels, by which 
« the extravaſation fhould be prevented, 
« are more likely to reaſſume their office, 
* while the vaginal coat is thin, and has 
< ſuffered but little violence from diſten- 
« tion ; or after it has been ſtretched, and 
&« diſtended; to ten or perhaps twenty 
« times its natural capacity; and by ſuch 
1 diſtention is (like all other membranes) 
ts become thick, hard, and tough.“ For 
my own part, T think the probability ſo 
much more on the ſide of the former, that 
J ſhould never heſitate a moment about 
letting out the water, as ſoon as I found 
that the puncture could be made ſecurely; 
And from what has happened within the 
ſmall circle of my own experience, I am 
inclined to believe, that if it was perform- 
ed more carly than it generally is, it might 
ſometimes prevent the return of the 
diſeaſe. 1 07 . 
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04s XXI. 


A ad turned fixty, came to me 


with an hydrocele . he tunica vas 
ginalis. 

He was corpulent, full habited, inclined 
to be aſthmatic, and ſubject to an irregu- 
lar kind of gouty inflammation, which 
attacked different parts of him, at different 
times. The diſeaſe was on the right ſide, 
the ſcrotum much diſtended, and on the 
ſkin of it was an inflammatory kind of 
bluſh. His pulſe was hard, and as I 
thought too frequent, and he ſeemed to 
me to have a degree of heat, and thirſt, 
not conſiſtent with health. His age, his 
habit, his general ſtate, and what I appre- 
hended to be the ſtate of the ſac, all for= 
bad any attempt but the puncture ; and I 
took ſome pains to diſſuade him from that, 
until he: ſhould have remoyed both his 
general complaints, and the local inflam- 
mation on the ſcrotum. He faid, that he 
felt himſelf perfectly well; that he was 
ſure he had no gout about him then ; that 
what I took for an inflammation on the 


5 K 4 | {crotum, 
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ſcrotum, was only a ſcorbutic eruption to 
which he was frequently ſubjeQ ; and con- 
cluded with « hint, that he thought what» 
ever ſhould be done previous to letting 
out the water, could be deſigned only for 
my own benefit, by lengthening ths: timd 
of my attendance. 

I pierced the middle and anterior part 
of the ſcrotum with a ſmall trochar; 
and drew off near a quart of a greeniſh 
fluid ; I put a bit of lint and plaſter on the 
orifice; and as the empty ſcrotum hung 
very looſe, and flabby, I perſuaded him 60 
let it be ſuſpended in a bag truſs. 

In the afternoon he went out; and at 
night finding that:the plaſter was' rubbed 
off, and thinking that the ſuſpenſory was 
put on for no other reaſon, but merely to 
keep the drefling on. he took off his 

Next day he went out again, walked 4 
good deal, drank freely after dinner, and 
when he came to: his lodging in the even · 
ing he went to bed much out of order. In 
the night he had a. ſevere rigor, for which 
he took a large ſpoonful of a tincture of 
ſnake-root and baten, which he wage 
1 by him. | 

ag | x On 
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On the third day finding his {etoturn 

much tollen, and "ver uneaſy, he fent 
I found him in bed, complaining of 
great pain in the lower part of his belly, 
and groin : his pulſe was quick, hard, and 
irregular ; his hot; His tongue dry, 
and black ; his countenance fluſhed ;_ and 
his intellects not quite Ready, His foro» 
tum *was ſwelled 22 inflamed all over, 
and in à part conſiderably diſtant from the 
22 was 4 erer or as big as 
After T had drelted him, I deffred as he 
Was-quite # ſtranger to me, as well as to 
the people of the houte where he jodged, 
that he might have more oe; acs 
cordingly a phyſician 0 
preſcribed. for him; At tis bh of three 
days 6tie half of the ſcrotum was com- 
pleatly mortified ; and in about ſeven more 
it caft off, with ſo large a portion of the 
tunica vaginalis, that 1 had no doubt that 

none of it was left. 

The gout now made an attack on his 
feet, and the inflammation left all other 
parts ; ; the ſore. put on a good aſpect, and 
in a ſhort time he got well, But notwith- 
ſtanding 
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* very large portion of 2 
ginal coat which came away. in a1lopgh,, 


I have twice fince drawn off a full pint of 


nme ul nud 4 
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fein 
A Man yy forty, tee SY a large 
h ydrocele of the tunica vaginalis, and 


Which, from a miſapprehenſion of the trus 


nature of the diſeaſe, he had never con: 
ſulted any body about, having been r 
by a ſervant of a conſiderable ſum of mo- 
ney, was obliged to travel very hard, on 
horſeback, from the PSighhourhood .of 


Exeter, to- London... * 16 yr, yore oO 4-7 51 


When he ſet out, his ſerotum was free 
from all diſeaſe, except. its diſtention by 
the water; but when, he, came to this 
town, it was covered all over with an in- 
flammation of the eryſipelatous kind: 


was much increaſed in ſige, and very pain- 


ful to the touch. He was much fati gued 
with his journey, and juſt before he went 
to bed in the evening, bad a ſhivering, 
which was followed by a very reſtleſs 
night, e and a conſiderable degree « of fever, 


in 
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In the morning his ſcrotum was ſo much 


inflamed, that he was alarmed at the ap- 
pearance, and ſont for aſſiſtance. The per- 
ſon who came to him, immediately made 
am opening. by means of a pointed knife, 
into the tunica. vaginalis, and gave diſ- 


charge to a conſiderable quantity of water: 


but, by night, the whole ſcrotum was mor- 


tified. That eyening I ſaw him, but 


without any hopes of being able to ſerve 
him. His pulſe, which had been full, 


bard, and rapid, was now / ſmall; and 


faultring; 3 his head was very unſteady, 
and his extremities cold; all the tume- 
faction of the ſcrotum was gone, and it 
ſeemed one large eſchar. Op. the next 
n he died. 

. Now, tho' it be very poſſible, — wn 
lame: appearances and event might have 
enſued, if no puncture had been made; yet 
I think it is very elear, that it would have 
been more prudent to have tried firſt what 
a ſoft cataplaſm, and an antiphlogiſtic me- 
thod could have done. For, by making 
the opening haſtily, and without a proper 
prognoſtic, the operator (Whether deſer- 
W; or 0 incurred all the blame. 


CASE 
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Poor man was . rem the neigh- 
bourhood of Roſemary-lane, to St. 
Bartholomew's Heſpitll. 
His ſcrotum was of prodigious ſize; very 
hard, exceſſively inflamed, quite up to his 
groin z it was of a duſky red color; ex- 
tremely painful to the touch; and in one 
part ſeemed inclined to ſphacelate; the 
ſpermatie proceſs alſo, was conſiderably 
thickened, He had a hard, full, rapid 
pulſe ; a hot ſkin; a fluſhed countenance ; 
great thirſt; -and-complained of moſt ex- 
cruciating pain in his back. 

The account he gave, was, that he bad 
for ſome years been troubled with a ſwel- 
ling on the right fide of his ſcrotum, 
which ſome of the ſurgeons of St. Tho- 
mas's Hoſpital had told him was a water 
rapture, and would have tapped: that he 
had alſo applied to ſeveral rupture - doctors, 
each of whom had ſold him a bandage, 
and forme of them had pretended to cute 
him. by medicines and applications: that 
finding no relief from any of theſe, he had 
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2 few days before given an itinerant ſtage» 
quack three guipeas to cure him. That this 
operator laid him on his back, on a couch, 
and lifting pp the tumor, thruſt an inſtru- 
ment into it. That no diſcharge followed. 
but blood, That it-bled: for near a quarter 
of an hour, and then ſtopped upon his 
fainting away. That from the time of this 
operation (which was two days) he had 
been in extreme pain; and, that his opera- 
tor not coming to take any care of him, 
his friends had brought him to the ho- 
ſpital. He was immediately bled, had a 
glyſter injected, and the ſcrotum was in- 
veloped in a ſoft warm pultice, and tied 
up in a bag truſs. When he had paſſed 
a ſtool, I ordered him a grain of extract. 
thebajc. to be taken immediately, and re- 
peated again at the diftance of fix or eight 
hours. Next day he was much the fame 
in every reſpect, his pain was exceſſive, 
particularly in his back, and he had not 
cloſed his eyes. I bled him again freely, 
(he had tw¾o ſtools in the night) and gave 
him two grains of opium, and direction to 
repeat one grain every ſix hours until he 
got eaſe and fleep. His ſcrotum was well 
tornented, and the cataplaſm continued. 


Two 


| > 
| 
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Two days more were ſpent in this manner, 
before we obtained any remiſſion of the 
ſymptoms : when that was done, I pierced 
the anterior part of the tumor, and -drew - 


off more than a pint of bloody ſerum. 


The teſticle now appeared very much in- 
larged, and hardened; but by perſiſting in 
the antiphlogiſtic method, he at ren 
got well. 

I ſuppoſe the * will have as "little 


doubt as I have, that all this miſchief was 


produced by ee the 4 or 
OGG. 


CASE XXIV. 


A Young | fellow, = was waiter at a 

tavern in the city, and who had for 
ſome months paſt laboured under a ſuc- 
ceſſion of pocky ſymptoms, had. at laſt a 
true venereal ſarcocele, with a ſmall quan- 
tity of fluid in the vaginal coat. 

As he had ſeyeral other venercal ſymp- 
toms then upon him, and his way of life 
ſubjected him to great irregularity, I ad- 
viſed him to obtain leave to quit his place, | 


and attend to his cure. This. he did. not 
5 chuſe 
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chuſe to comply with; and I heard no 


more of him till about a month afterwards, 5 
when his maſter deſired me to call at his 


houſe. 


1 found the lad in bed, with a hi oh fe- 
ver, and with his ſcrotum ſwelled, ad in- 
flamed to a very great degree. He ſaid, 
that two days before he had met with an 
acquaintance (a ſurgeon's mate of a man 
of war) who told him, that his whole 
complaint was a water-rupture, and that 
for a bottle of claret he would cure him 
immediately. That he had thruſt a lancet 
deep into the lower part of the ſwelling; 
that nothing followed but blood; that he 
had ſpent ſome minutes in poking into it 
with a probe, in hopes of getting the wa- 
ter out, but ineffectually; ; and that he had 
been in racking pain ever ſince. Phlebo- 
tomy, glyſters, opiates, febrifuge medi- 
cines, &c. were all employed,' by which 
means his pain, fever, Cc. were at length 
got the better of ; but almoſt- the whole 
teſticle ww of i in one large _—_— T 
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Een other method of troating this kind 


of hydrogele, except the pynQure, 


was either originally intended to obtain a 


radical cure; or, having. been found ta 
hays heen often. productiye of ſuch, has 
been-Þy different people, ranked, ſame- 
times among the palliative, ſametimes a» 
mong the radical means, 


In many of the old writers are found 


directions for obtaining the cure of this 


diſcaſe by the uſe of a ſeton, 2 cannula, a 


tent, a cauſtic, a ligature, an injection, or 
an inciſion. 
Some. of theſe are adopted, or preferred 


by one, and ſame by another, according, tg 
the theory which they entertained. of the 


diſorder; or to the benefits which they 
had ſeen to have accidentally ariſen from 
the uſe of the {aid means. 


To reduce theſe under fore ee 
method, (which the manner of their be- 


ing delivered to us, does in general not 
very eaſily admit) we may fay, that the 
ſcton, the tent, and the cannula, were 


* 


— 


3 either 
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either originally meant to palliate a diſeaſe, 
of which the old pfractitioners had very 
diſagrecable apprehenſions: or that they 
were made uſe of upon à ſuppoſition that 
the fluid containet in the cyſt; was in itſelf 
noxious ; or that the general habit of the 
patient wis felieved, and many other diſ- 
orders prevented by the ſaid humor falling, 
or being depoſited in that part; or from 
an opinion that the cure of it ought gc 

by any means, to be haſtily, or raſhly ' ats | 
tempted 4 that the eauſtie, cautery;- and 
ligature, were deſigned to ptevent the ſup- 
poſed deſcent of the water from the ab- 
domen into the ſerotum: and, that the in- 
jection was calculated for the conſtrictioll 
of a ſuppoſed Wee in Iymphatic 
veſſels. 

Some of theſe (hap ally fir Mankind) 
ire now quite laid affde ; the reaſons for 
their uſe being found to be falſe and 
groundleſs : of this kind are the eatery, 
the ligature; and the injection. The wa- 
ter is not, by every body who has mats 
any efquify into the mattet, kmwn to be 
formed, and collected in the part where it 
s found; and not to have fallen into it 
from the belly : and, tho' an obſtruction 
1441 L | 25 12 . in 
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in the lymphatic veſſels of the' ſpermattic 
Hord, may in ſome degree prevent the re- 
gular and due apſorption of the fluid, from 
the vaginal tunic, yet, no breach;, or rup- 
ture of ſuch veſſels, can ever produce the 
diſeaſe in queſtion : the extravaſation in 
ſuch caſe, mut be 3 in another part; and 
may poffibly cauſe a hydrocele of the cel- 
lular kind, i in the common membrane of 
the ſpermatic veſſels, but which can How 
. found within the tunica vaginalis. 

The reaſons originally giyen for the uſe 
of the tent, and the cannula, viz..the noxi- 
ous. quality of the fluid, and the necedity 
of a gradual cure, are now. alſo known, 
and acknowledged ta be without founda- 
tion; and therefoge tho! theſe methods, or 
methods like theſe, do ſtill continue to be 
uſed, yet. it is with another view, and upon 
other principles: not with intention to 
lengthen the time of a cure, by making 
2 gradual wir gt the. prevention, of other 
diſorders; but merely, to aboliſh the 
Fig of the tunica vaginalis, by bay- 
ing excited, and maintained ſuch; a degree 
eee de and ſuppuration, as ſhalk 
* He 1 nene 
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Tus is indeed the offly rational end, 
ch tas, by ah of theſe means, be pur. 
fa6d + N he difordet being abfolutely 
16eal, and the thnica väginalis (the feat of 
it) moſt commichly bmewhir altered from 
its nattital ſtate, by Having been HRentled 
unless the abſofbent veffels can agdin 
teſtoreck to a capacity of doin melt - 
{# citiifrſteinct Which does not very 
kitppen the arterics will contitüe to . 
Hale neh feruts into the cavity, and this 
Hydrovele will Rifl remain; of be retiewed 
iy A ſhort time after cact diſcharge. 
I To obtain this end, two Kad of mend 
are propoſed : in the uſe of one, it is in- 
tended; by tncans of a final” wound,” to 
"excite ſuch a degree of inffamtmation, ab | 
ſhall occaſion, or be followed by, a = { 
and abſolute coheſion of the tunica vagi- 
nalis with the tunica albuginea: in the 
bother, 4 larger arid more free inciſiont is 
made; whereby the cavity of the former 
of theſe: coats, is converted into a hollow, 
or opeit ſore, or ulcer, to be filled up by a 
new incarnation z_ or elſe, a part of the 
ſaid tunic being cut away, its power of a 
gain holding the extravaſited hi: 1 e- 


wal prevented. e, aa 
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The firſt, or union of the two coats in 


conſequence of inflammation, has ſome- 
times been found to follow the uſe of ſuch 


- means, as were intended to procure only 
a temporary relief : it ſometimes: follows 
the ſimple puncture with the trochar, or 
lancet; the ancient method of out 
the water, by a ſmall inciſion, frequently 
produced it; and the ſeton, the tent, and 
the cannula, tho uſed for another pur- 
poſe, or at leaſt for other reaſons, were 
found to be followed by it ſo often, that 
they ſoon were ranked among the. means 


for obtaining a radical cure. 
j 2 They 


Is © This wes yl, fiſt an inciſion of fore length 
thro! the ſcrotum, and dartos, ſo as to lay the tunica 
vaginalis bare, and then by making a puncture in the 
latter. The accounts given by Brunus and Fheodoric, 
are the ſame as that of all the writers before them, and 
have been copied by many ſince: . Curatio ejus eſt, ut 
« incidatur cutis teſticulorum ſectione ampla ſecundum 
4 Jongitudinem ejus ; dein perfora, et aquam extrahe.” 
Many of the old writers have left us directions, for 
paſſing the ſeton, and for introducing the tent, either of 
lint or ſponge, and the.cannula, either of alder, or of 
filver. © 
©  Gulielmus e Saliceto, having firſt deepest che uſe of 
external applications, ſays, Si hac via non conſumitur a- 
qua, tunc perfora burſam, cum phlebotomo tuo acuto, 
et extrahe aquam, non ſubito totam, ſed partem; et 
60 — in foramine illo 93 — vel ſtuppeam, 
13 \ aut 
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They were indeed (as T have already 
obſerved) originally defigned to diſcharge 
the water gradually; and to continue ſuch; 
a drain froth the parts where it had been 

abba L 3 collected, 


« aut ſpongiam; ut poſſes de die in diem aquam extra- 
« here: et nota quod hujuſmodi ægritudo multoties re- 
« cidivat; et ſi ſic, ſemper redeas ad perforationem ante- : 
« dictam: et via iſta, et modo, perfecte curabitur “ 
Fabritius ab Aquapendente, ſpeaks of the tent as fre- 

| quently uſed by him, in the mixed caſe of hydrocele, 
and farcocele, or diſeaſed teſticle ; tho* by the account” 
he gives of his ſucceſs it is pretty clear, that he uſed it 
in the hydrocele only ; or when the' teſticle was notreally' 
diſeaſed. His words are, 4 Si carnoſa ſimul et aquoſa 
« fit hernia, ego talem adhibeo curam. Seco cutem, et 
« inciſionem facio exiguam et in loco potius altiori, quam 
« in fundo; inde, turunda impoſita cum digeſtivo, et pus 
« movente medicamento procedo, neque unquam totum 
« pus extraho, ſed perpetuo bonam partem intus relin- 
« quo, quod ſenſim carnem corrodat, et ita ſanat.” An 
adheſion of the vaginal coat, with the albuginea, may be 
the conſequence of ſuch treatment of an hydrocele, and 
conſequently ſuch patient may obtain a radical cure ; 
but whoever has ſeen any thing of the diſeaſe. properly 
called a farcocele, will know, that it % 
bear ſuch rough treatment. | 

This method of procuring a firm cure, (by the tent) 

is mentioned by Ruyſch : < Sanari quidem valet id mali 
pertuſo ſcroto, ope inſtrumenti touchart dicto, vel lan- 
cela phlebotomica, ut aqua vulnere excat, ſed dt 
a plerumque recrudeſcit malum. Si autem curationem * 
„ naggroderis aperiendo ſcrotum a parte ſuperiori ad latus, 
66: 8 2 turunda — unguento roſaceo, 
1 mereurio 


2 <= TION: * 


prod ucin ng 


66 mat hep inuncto oppleveris, donec | 


« lenis inflammatio, eique ſuccegens ſuppuratio  parva,. 


. membranulas illantes f it, tugeque cas . 
« culo duxeris, Sc,“ 
Profelior Monro, of Edinburgh, has, propoſed, * 8 


3 


thod of cure, upon the ame, principle 3 but much betr, 


ter, and more likely to. procure, the one, thing aimed at, 


(the lenis inflammatio) as, 0 eee 5 


dicines. His words, are: „ Conſidering how 4 
« contiguous inflamed parts. grow, tagether ; and hoy, 
6 many inſtances there are, of people having 2 radical 

6 cure made of this hydrocele, by inflammations com- 
« ing on the part; it would ſeem no, unreaſonable. 
« practice, to endeavour a concretion of the — 
6 of the teſticle, when they are, brought contj 
is after letting out the water, thro: 9 
7 trochar, by artfully railing, a ſufficient, degree of 
e flammation. 


« This to. be ſure muſt be done cautioully, * 
« that the ſurgeon can reaſonably. expect to be maſter, _ 


„of the inflammation; and therefore the application af 
« all irritating medicines, the operation. of which ba, 
et could not immediately ſtop, or any ſingle mechanical 
: « Wan the cſi. of which be coubl.ant be fur ol an 
| « not to be employed. 

| _ + Suppoſe the cannula, of Un hes vnn th bales 
„ in z by the extremity of it rubbing againſt the teſticle, - 
« * mn . 3 


-. 


3 
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ptocueing a eehefivn of che fleculus, to 
the ſurface or the teftſele; Witt © wid GHz 


y eilculated for 4 palltative retnedy! 
only, wi any AAA for a fadical 


one. LD 918590 n 299 10 
nigr 51 09 0 Kin don 0 
10 « of hich mi N away bon ax the ſurgeoty 
ought fit, Ge Le 
ki michel 


with Fr 0 i kid 19 71 5 
or ; twice uſed with! ſucceſs. Being afraid 

which tnſght be cauſed by the exttenaity of the raqnuly 
rubbili againſt the tunica 5 and the irritation; 
in corſſequence thereof E Rare! Rt it in, but wi ith" a piec 
de des bag desde dt of the ea 
about à quamet᷑ ora eighth of an ine within it. "OP | 
all the methade of uſing. a tent. I think this) is the- beſt 
as the cannulPſecures its paſſage 9, the EP, WF] 


_ vaghtraFedar; which'the alp that tu 
Mas led ops che dartos e 


difficult, Bur altho* Fhive onte of twice fic- 
in this „I have, much oftner heed. frultras 
ted ee proved Seel ineffeQual ; ; and 
at others; Phave”ſeen' it raiſe ſuch. Lene as to 
de maſks rv t dc pe te 
cure could be obtained. 

N of obraini ; a radical cute of att 

exciting inflammation within the | 

vaginalis, — rm eon between jt. 
and the'albugiriea, that by the ſeton is by much th beſt} 
it is the leaſt painful, the moſſ eaſily managed; excines 


the leaft troubleſome # the. meſt/ fres 
+ od dal Jef Kaka 


19 A H= 

If _ event, and conſequence. flowing 
from theſe means, were zs much in out 
power, as. they have been ſaid to be; that 
15, if ye could with any tolerable preciſon 
or certainty, determine the degree of in- 
lammation to be excited, and the effect 
of ſuch inflammation on the vaginal coat, 
chere woe be no doubt of the utility of 
m; but this is far from being the caſe ; 
for altho it lometiages is ſufficient for the 
5 and riſes no higher 
than juſt to a degree equal to that pur- 
poſe, yet it alſo frequently happens, that, 
either ſuch. degree: and extent of it, is not 
. exeited, or it riſes much” higher, and 
roves much more painful, and fatiguing, 
than was promiſed or intended; or (what: 
| I have ſeveral - times ſeen) after a great 
deal” of pain, and confinement, a partial 
coheſion only has been the. conſequence, 
And the diſeaſe has ſtill remained, notwith- 
ſtanding all the patient's and our trouble. 
Sometimes the pain, inflammation, and 
ſymptomatic fever, are but little; but, on 
the other hand, they are all three ſome- 
tunes * rent as to become armin 4 


Fe. 


e a cure upon eee) terms. 
"The 


if either che inflammation 


w 8 
0 > Ne 


9 
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The whole ſcrotum. ſometimes” becomes” 


are Produced, and 24 
itkſome as any of thoſe, hör even 

(wich regard ˖0 4 cure) is tuch mog 
cert in. einn £59 ON 
If the inflammatlon be bot flig ght ; the. 
pain, and tumefaction, Madre ” the. 
Fyinptomatic fever light; "the nag 


alt,” and an untverſal cohefion, of the, 
two membranes is produced ; the event 18 
very fortunate, ahda very troubleſame comy 


laint is thereby got tid of; upon very Sf 
beim © If" the'eyent proves What I 12 
micutloned in the ſecond lace z. that ta 
de confined tay 
che dartos, where it ſometimes produces: 


ſeveral ſuperficial abſceſſes, (of no conſes! 


quence urn the cure of the dilcaſe J or. 


if it has been ſo partial, as only to have; 
_ occaſioned a coheſion, between the tunic, 


of ſmall compals,. the cavity . will not hy: 
this means be aboliſhed; nor any y thing, 
uke a” radical” cure be obtained; ;, conſe- 
quently the patient will, haye undergone, 
all the fatigue, confinement, or pain, .(by 
Fino or leſs) for nothing. But if the 


inflory. 
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deep longhs,- 
Ag. formed. das  lometimes: happens); this; 


| ſame external a 


lt time; and if a nals ur 
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inflammation, tive. bighs:if- the ſcotuum 
ee nb de h and Jae 


U and the hazard are then fully 
„tg what attend thoſe more certain,” 
ee „Which of the three will be 
& event, no man can ſay. Under the 


T different people 


at more or leſs liable to, inflammation, 
Meet the, confinement, of matter in 


quence of too ſaiall,; an opening, will in 
25 abits make eee. | 


as laſt, be gude: 
fs large inciſian 

e cure is more. 
we a4 tm I wed 


—_— . ances 4 the patient, 


er ferable 4 and; moro 
an another; but whays, 
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oy 12 501 


Ee ted by any of: the 


befdre· mektloned mean, the uncertainty. 
tlie event ſhould be made known, and 


ths patient he apprlꝛcd of what may hap- 


pen; either Wh regard to dan ＋ diſs: 
A the method kitherto EY notice 
Rn D produce a perfect, on: - 
«oat. | radical 


7 
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radical cure. witlxwut making u large wound, - 
or hearing the appaannce of 4 chitutgiealt 
operation: thoſe. of which Lam dow ta 
„ „e 

5 meking a large and fes opening 
into the bag cooteining the ſluick ta ten- 


dex. een n 


R * 
ae oh wu 
and, the qure ns. the The due dy 
caultic,, is caleylated: to ſpare the! betrag 
which, 3 cutting inſtrument always! cone 
veys s and, (as the patrons af in Ay): e-. 
void the painful ſymptome,. and hazards; 
which, frequently, attend. a-large inaiHvd 
in theſq, parts, Tha method igt chie 3, U 
7 0 the common, paſts cauſtic, rathes., 
ele than; a finger's. breadth, properly Ge. 
_ by. plaſter,, is, applied the whals., 
length of the anterior part of the, tumor, 
Which. will necefſarily make, ag, eſcher of 
Proportional fize, When, this eſchat either 
e on is.diyided, an apening af neage- 
ly the. ſame length and. breadth. is. thereby, 
zap. tobe made inta the cayity offthe 
tunica / vaginalis; teftis;:: by which means 
an opportunity, is, given to the: ſurgeon. ta; = 
Puch drafings. in the- inſide of 7 


eon 


ern 5 
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ſaid tunic, as ſhall by the generation Gr: 
new fleſh, fill up, and aboliſh its cavity 
The preference which ſome Practitioner 
have given to this method before that by | 
inciſion, has been upon a ſu u that 
a- circumſtance whieh-yery* ſeldom 'hap-" F 
pets, will tnoſt frequently occur; 1 mean 
the penetration of the cauſtic, thro' the 
vaginal tunic, ” containing” the fluid. 
By this they hope to avoid the ſymp⸗ 
a toms which are ſuppoſed © to be gene 
extited/by'the diviſion of the [aid baß⸗ 
2-eutfing/ inſtrument. I will not fay, , at 
the cuuſtie never does this; but Y "muſt. 
ſay; that I have yery ſeldom ſeen it do ſo. 
If the tumor be Very large and full; "the. 
containing parts very much on the ſtreſs ;. 
ald the Rin and dartos very thin che 
cauſtic may now and then penetrate thro, | 
to tlie vaginal coat; but this, whatever 
may be thought or pretended, very ſeldom 
happens; and when it does not, the tunica 
vaginalis muſt be divided in the ſame ſtate, 
and manner, as if no cauſtic had been ap- 
All the difference between the 
— (cauſtic and incifGoh) Will 
chews atnount to this; that in the founier,* 
12 . 5 * * 
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freed from a part of his apprehenſion at 
its being cut; and the ſu rgean, fancying 
that his eſcharotic has gone thro the va- 
ginal coat, will divide it as a part af the 
eſchar: but a more careful examination, 
of what he is about, at the time of ſuch 
operation, would generally - convince the 
latter; that he divides that bag unaltered 
by the cauſtic; and the ſymptoms Which 
often attend this proceſs, .conficm, it, It 
has indeed been propoſed to divide the 
eſchar made in the ſkin, down to the ſur- 
face of the tunica vaginalis, and then by 
the application of a freſh cauſtic to make an 
eſchar in that coat alſo. But whoeyer makes, | 
or ſubmits to this experiment, will find that 
of two evils; he chuſes the greater; and 
to avoid the pain of incifion, incurs a much 
greater degree of it by the repetition of the 
eſcharotic. The pain attending the firſt 


application of the cauſtic, is indeed. to py 


ſome perſons but little; but in many it 
is fully equal to that of the knife, pr 
muſt always be of much longer duration: 
if it does not penetrate the tunica, vagi- 
nalis, that bag muſt be divided by a cut- 
ting inſtrument (as I have already ſaid) in 
the ſame ſtate as if no cauſtic had been 
| applied; 


may, on thoſe two aceounts become pre- 


138 4 TazAarite 
applied; which inciſion! iv, and muſt by 
accompanied, with the fame” fythptonis, 
(in the fame perſon) as in the operation 
by the knife only. Nor tan we dt all times 
confine the eauſtie, 16 4s that it ſhall net 
cauſe a much larger ſore, than is in- 
tended, Or ean be neceſſary. 3 
Upon the whole, the ours by: evuſtle; a 
it ſpares the terror, and appreheifion of a 
dloody operation by the knife, and as it 
requires no dexterity if the operator, 


ferabls both to many patients and ſur- 
geons; yet whoever promiſes to perform, 
or expects to receive a radical dure by 
cauſtic, upon much eafier terms than by 
inciſion, will moſt frequently be diſap- 
pointed; that is, they will frequently find 

the fever, and inflammatory fymptoms full 
as high, and the fore full as painful in the 
one as itt the other; and conſequently all 
their care aud attention to — miſ⸗ 
chief, full as neeeſſary. Neither is the 
neceſſary eonfinement, in general, at all 
tefs in the one than in the other. 

One of the methods made uſe of by the 
ancients, to let out the fluid from an hy- 
divele of the vaginal coat was, (av F-have 

already 
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already obſerved) by making a pretty large 
diviſion of the, ſcrotum and dartos, and 
having by that means laid the tunic bare, 
to make an opening into that alſo, and 
thereby diſcharge the contents. This 
method ſometimes produced a perfect cure 
in the firſt inſtance,” but much more fre- 
quently produced only a temporary relief. 
If the opening made in the tunica vagi- 
nalis was ſmall, and united again imme- 
diately, the bag filled again with water, 
and the diſeaſe recurred ; but if the ori- 
ice, inſtead of immediately uniting, be- 
came inflamed, or ſloughy, fuch an adhe- 
ſion of that coat, to the albuginea teftis 
ſometimes followed, as cauſed an aboh- 
tion of the cavity of the former, and con- 
ſequently a radical cure. Tho* this hap- 
pened now and then, and the cure ro 
really accidental, yet it furniſhed a hint 
for attempting to obtain the fame end, 
with a much greater degree of certainty. 
Fhis was by dividing or hying open the 
_— cavity or bag containing the wa- 

and that, ſometimes by a mere ſim- 
ble divigon of it; ſometimes by the total 
removal of ſome part of it. 


Paas 
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# Paulus Zgineta, Albucaſis, PIR 
and many other of the beſt of the ancient 
writers, have giyen a particular account. of 
this operation ; and it has at all times been 
practiſed 7 ſome, tho' it has generally 
been decried, and dreaded. In what man- 
ner, and with what caution it may have 
been executed, by thoſe who have given 
ſo bad an account of it, I know not; but 
by what I have ſeen of it, I am very con- 
fident that the ills — it, have been 
much exaggerated; that under proper 
cautions and reſtrictions, it will be found 
to be practicable with perfect ſafety; and 
that it ought by no means to be laid aſide, 
Some writers of very good character, have 
appeared very averſe to it, and have aſcribed 
to it ſuch ſymptoms in general, as are in- 
deed very alarming ; but which do not 
occur, unleſs the operation be performed | 
unproperly, or on ſubje&s unfit for it. I 
have practiſed it very often, and do not 
remember to have ſeen any ill effects from 
it, more than two or three times. I would 
be very cautious how I advanced any thing 
in a matter of this kind, which experience 
would nat vindicate ; or by which others 
* be miſ-led; but I have fo often 
made 
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made the experiment, and: with much ſuc- 
ceſs; that I cannot heſitate to affert, that 
under the. neceſſary: reſtraints, regarding 
age, habit, ſtate: of the diſeaſe, &r. it is a 
very uſefubaperation; and may be practiſed! 
with great propriety. I may, perhaps, be 
thought to ſpeak better of it, than it'de«- 
ſerves. ;. Lam not conſcious that I do; bug! 
- am: much. inclined: to believe, that they, 
who. appear: ſo: averſe to it, have. either 
practiſed it on improper ſubjects, and ip 
improper circumſtances; or, having im 
bibed a prejudice againſt it, have been un- 
neceſſarily alarmed, at what would not im 
other eaſes have alarmed them.; ory. thats 
not being ſufficiently: apprehenſive and ate: 
tentive, they have ſuffered their patients to 
get into cireumſtances of hazard, which 
are not juſtly chargeable on the operation 
merely. and would not * under more 
careful management. | 

Advanced age, an 3 bad or ea- 
chectic habit, a diſpoſition to anaſarcous or 
laucophlegmatic ſwellings, an intemperats 
life, the cuſtom of drinking ſpirituous li- 
quors, and any ſuch general diſorder in tlie 
conſtitution; as is likely to increaſe the 
ſymptomatic fever, which ſuch an opeta- 
M tion 
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tion muſt neceffarily produce, are juſt ob- 
jections to it: any diſeaſe of the glandular 
part of the teſticle, its coats or veſſels, an 
old irreducible hernia, a diſeaſed ſtate of 
the urethra, proſtate gland, or neck of the 
bladder, are (while they continue) good 
reaſons for not performing it: but con- 
ſideratis conſiderandis, in young and heal- 
thy people, and in a recent ſtate of the diſ- 
caſe, this method of obtaining a radical 
cure is a very good, and a very 9 209 
one. 

The method of performing the opera- 
tion is, as follows. Having appointed an 
aſſiſtant, to graſp the upper part of the tu- 


mor, in order to render it tenſe below, a 


puncture ſhould be made in the lower and 
anterior part, through the ſkin and vaginal 
coat. If the operator intends to finiſh the 
incifion with a knife, he ſhould make this 
puncture large enough to admit the end of 
his fore-finger ; which he ſhould introduce 
immediately, before the water is all diſ- 
charged, and the vaginal coat collapſed; 
and upon that finger, ſo introduced, he 
ſhould continue his diviſion of the whole 
length of the bag, and of the- ſcrotum 
which covers it. If he intends to uſe the 
FE” I probe- 
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probe-ſciflars (a more tedious and a more 
painful' method) he may make his firſt 
puncture with a lancet, and then introduce 
his ſciſſars. Upon the firſt diviſion, the 
water ruſhes out, and the tumor ſubſides; 
if the puncture be made ſmall, a part of 
the fluid will inſinuate itſelf into the cells 
of the dartos, and by the immediate col- 
lapſion of the vaginal coat, the operator 
will find ſome difficulty, in introducing ei- 
ther his finger or his inſtrument into the 
orifice made in it ; if he does not do this, 
he will divide only the ſkin and dartos, and 
the patient muſt undergo a ſecond. incifion, 
for the diviſion of the cyſt ; all which in- 
convenience may be avoided, by making 
the firſt opening large enough for the in- 
troduction of the finger; and when that is 
in, all the reſt is, upon that, * eaſily 


executed *. 


| M 2 When 


* Some practitioners, terrified at the accounts which 
they have received of the operation, and yet being deſirous 
of producing a radical cure in this manner, have thought 
that they might leſſen the hazard, by reducing the ſize 
of the inciſion ; and therefore make a very ſmall one : but 
whoever depends upon this, will find himſelf miſtaken, 
An inciſion made one fourth of the length of the fac will 
be attended with all the trouble and hazard, which fol- 
low one of two-thirds; with this additional inconvenience, 
that the former will yery often. prove ineffectual at laſt, 
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When the vaginal tunic is divided, and 
the fluid thereby diſcharged, the teſticle, 
covered only by its tunica albuginea, comes 
into view; and if the inciſion was either 
begun, or continued very low, it generally 
thruſts itſelf out from the wound, This 
ſhould be gently replaced; and if the va- 
ginal coat is not much thickened, by ha- 
ving been long diſtended, nothing more 
need be done, than to lay a ſmall quantity 
of fine lint * into its cavity; and then co- 
vering the wound with a large pledgit anda 
ſoft bolſter, tye the ſcrotum up in a ſuſpen- 
ſory bag. This operation, if properly per- 
formed, may be executed in a very few ſe- 
conds : it requires no other violence, than 
the mere diviſion of the parts; and if this 
diviſion be made with a knife, rather than 
ſciſſars, it will require much leſs time, and 
cauſe much leſs pain. 

The membranous ſtructure of the parts, 
on which this wound is inflicted; their 
continuation from the peritoneum; and 
the great irritability of ſome of thoſe which 
are neceſſarily laid bare, and put under a 

ne- 


= P$ - 


preſſure on the teſticle ; "whoſe tunica HEEL is very 
fritable, as well as acutely ſenſible. 
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ne cefſity of receiving dreſſings, muſt occa- 
fion | pain, and a ſ ymptomatic fever : chis ft 
is the bulineſs of art to moderate and re- 
lieve; phlebotomy, lenient aperitives, fe- 
brifuges, und opiates, will therefore become 
neceffary. But in this caſe, as in many 
others, it will generally be found much 
more eafy to prevent bad ſympt6ms, than 
to removo them, when they have been per- 
mitted to attain a conſiderable heighth. 
The operation is, or ought to be, confined 
to the young and the healthy, in whom 
inflarhinatory ſymptoms are moſt likely to 
occur; but (I believe! may venture to ſay) 


to whom we have more efficacious reme- 


dies to apply in ſuch diſorders, than can be 
ufed to people of a different habit, and in 
different circumſtances. 

The general induration of all the parts 
about, the thick tumid lips of the inciſion, 
and the general inflammatory enlargement 
of the ſcrotum, have, for the firſt four or 
five days, a diſagreeable appearance; and 
may, if neglected or miſ-treated, prove very 
troubleſome or even hazardous; and the 
kind of diſcharge, which during that time 
is made (a thin diſcolored gleet) ſeems very 
unequal to the reduction of fo much tu- 

M 3 mefaction; 


* of — * 
un — — — * 
- — ́  — pb — 


2 


. - 
{ ICT — . — . 
R — — — eg —— — —ä—0n—E 4 eu. - m 
e At Do eng v 
- = — — 
* 


- _ . - 
6 - _— . — 
— — 
— — — - m_ - 
"OO — ——— R EY K 


166 A TREATISE on 


mefaction; but when the febrile ſymptoms | 

are appcaſed, and a kindly ſuppuration be- 
gun, let the ſurgeon have patience, and 
not by an over- officiouſneſs, or by impro- 
per dreſſings, interrupt nature in what ſhe 
is about: let him by warm fomentations, 
keep the parts clean, and perſpirable; let 
him dreſs the wound with a ſmall quantity 


of ſoft, eaſy, digeſtive applications; and 


covering the whole ſcrotum ? with a ſoft, 
warm pultice, ſuſpend it in a proper bag; 
and he will, in general, ſoon ſee a favorable 
change in all the appearances: he will fee the 


inflammation diſappear, the tumor reſolve, 


and all the tumefaction in due time ſub- 
ſide. But if he neglects theſe general cau- 
tions, and, under a notion of afliſting di- 
geſtion, goes to work with precipitate, and 
other irritating dreſſings, the face of things 
will not be ſo agreeable; the tumor will 
not ſubſide, and he will continue, or rather 
create a painful, undigeſted ſore, with all 

T1 1 4 4, * its 
The impalpable farina ſeminis lini, putinto boiling 
water, with a proper quantity of ung; ſambuc, freſh but- 
ter, or lard, is the eaſieſt made, and is the neateſt, ſofteſt, 
ſmootheſt, and moſt relaxing application of the kind; has 


nothing offenſive in its flavour; nor is it, like moſt other 
ogtapeaſens, likely to excite a * 


che HYDRO CEL E, &c. 167 


its conſequences ; but, for which, he only 


is accountable *, g 
M 4 In 

The great hardneſs, which almoſt always attends in- 
flammations of theſe parts, has (I ſuppoſe) been the rea- 
ſon, why ſo many writers have adviſed, and ſo many 
practitioners ſtill uſe ſuch applications, as (though really 
eſcharotics) are called diſſolvers of induration, and re- 
movers of obſtruction. 

would be very cautious, how I made objeRtion t to 
what ſo many have recommended; and, in a matter of 
mere ſpeculation, would rather doubt my own judgment, 
than that of ſome others; but this is a fact, of which I 
have too often been convinced, to be miſtaken; and, 
therefore, I cannot help ſaying, that it appears to me, 
that all applications of this kind, even the mildeſt of them, 
(the red precipitate) are generally. very improperly uſed ; 
that they give unneceſſary pain; and retard, what they 
are uſed with deſign to expedite. 

Inflammatory hardneſs and tumefaction is not peculiar 
to the ſcrotum, upon its being wounded : it is common 
to all parts of ſimilar ſtructure; that is, to the adipoſe and 
cellular membrane all over the body. 

When ſuch parts are irritated by a large wound, they 
cannot reſiſt a ſudden influx ; the conſequence of which, 
muſt, for a time, be obſtruction, induration, and ſwel- 
ling: but, one moment's reflection on the natural ſtrue- 
ture and ſtate of theſe parts, before ſuch wound was 
inflicted, or ſuch irritation excited, will prove that eaſe, 
relaxation, and free ſuppuration, muſt be the intentions 
proper to be purſued and that every application, which 
either ſtimulates, gives pain, or corrodes, muſt ay 
and counteract ſuch intentions. 

The breaſts of women, the axillæ of both ſexes, the 


parts ſurrounding the inteſtinum rectum, the cellular 
mem- 
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In about ſix weeks, the ſcrotum is ge- 


nerally reduced to nenrly its natural ſize; 
and 


ts the perineum, under the integuments of the 
penis, and in feveral other parts of the body, are liable 
to this kind of alteration, when injured; but this mdura- 
tion is very unlike to à glandular one, and requires very 
different treatment. In the latter, a deſtruction of parts 
is ſometimes neceſſary, and eſcharotic medicines may 
A4herefore be required; but in the former, mere relaxa- 
tion is all that is wanted: whatever gives eaſe, and ap- 
peaſes the inflammatory tenſion, will beſt produce mat- 

ter, and anſwer the purpoſe which ought to be aimed at. 
The moſt convincing proof, of the truth of this doc- 
trine, may be drawn from that caſe, which, of all thoſe 
which affect this kind of membrane, is generally the moſt 
troubleſome. I mean the fiſtulæ in perinæo. In theſe, 
the induration and enlargements of the parts is ſometimes 
ſo great, as to be very alarming ; hard, callous excreſcen- 
cies z deep and long ſinuſes, with ſmall orifices ; con- 
hes pain and irritation, from the lodgement of matter 
and urine ; a ſymptomatic fever of the hectic kind; and 
a difficulty either of retaining the urine within, or 484 
ling it from the bladder, make a part of the moſt frequent 
characteriſtics of this diſeaſe; and yet, even theſe caſes, 
terrible as they are, do frequently admit relief, and are 

ſometimes even cured, without any deſtruction of parts, 

or the uſe of any one eſcharotic application; a free divi- 
ſion of all the hollow and hard parts; the application of 

ſoft, eaſy digeſtives, and of a warm, relaxing pultice; a 
total abſtinence from all ſuch external remedies, as cor- 

rode or irritate ; and all ſuch internal ones, as, under the 

title of deobſtruents, increaſe the velocity of the circula- 
tion, and waſte the —— s ſtrength, by watching, pur- 
eng and ſweating ; and an eaſy and gradual diſtenſion of 
the 
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and hen the wound:is Quite hetfled, the er- 
catfix is a mere line, correſpondent to th 

: or ind 


the urethra, by a ſimple unmedicated bougie; will, in 
ſome inſtances, (indeed in all, where any good can be 
done at all) remove moſt of theſe diſagreeable circum- 
{tatices and "appearances : in which cüſes, a Kitty ſup- 
puration will be 4ﬀortlet! by all the divided parts; „N. 
did, well-conditionetl mmeatmation will de the conſe- 
<uetice ; the cicatri will be ſmall, foft and moveable, 
and very unlfke, to what muſt follow from the iſe of Ga» 
This is really à matter of much gear general im- 
portance, than it is ſuppoſed to be: the {ymptoinatic fe- 

vers, which are either produced or maintained by the in- 
Ia application of painful dreflings, Are puch moro 
frequent than they are thought to be: not to Wente he 
Joſs of time Which they muſt always cauſe, and the Very 
difagreeable deformitles they often occaſion. 

The ſurgery of moſt of our forefathers Wwas'coarſe aild 
tough; and many of the practitioners affected a kind of 
brutal, viifeeling tufticlty : the old maxim, . Dotor 
« medicina dolbtis,” Was fo generalty received, chat the 
ſurgeon almoſt forgot his patient's ſenſation; and the 
common people thought they were negle&ed, if they 

were not tortured, Lord Bacon's moſt excellent advice, 
e jnivenieridiiin quid natura ferat aut faciat, was but 
half remenibered; they tried very ſulficiently, what na- 
ture would bear ; but very ſeldom had patience to know, 
what ſhe could do. Under a miſtaken notion bf g going 
to the bottom of wounds and abſceſſes, and of dilabving 
induratiops, they crammed and diſtended the cavities, 
and cerrtoded and irritated its ſides, till a train of bad 
ſymptoms were often excited, which the * diſcaſe 
Had n ſhare in the production of, | 

"This 
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original inciſion ; which is a circumſtance 
of more conſequence to the patient, than 
is imagined ; eſpecially, if he be obliged to 


get his bread by labor. 
If 


That this 3 is no exaggeration, let their works teſtify ; ; 
and that ſomething of this kind is ſtill too much in uſe, 
is too well known. All dreflings are in fact extraneous 


bodies; and when they either conſiſt of ſuch materials, 


as give pain, and excite irritation, or are crammed 
in with injudicious violence, they are foreign bodies, 


with other miſchievous qualities annexed. Where de- 
firuftion of parts is neceſſary, the ſooner it is executed 


the better, and the neceſſary pain muſt be complied with; 
but in the application of dreſſings to the inſide of abſceſ- 
fes, to hollows made by the removal of diſeaſed parts, to 
large ſores attended with hardneſs, and inflammation of 
the common membrane: in ſhort, wherever mere ſup- 
puration is required, they cannot be too light, ſoft, and 
eaſy ; all that we have to do, is not to obſtruct nature in 
the execution of thoſe offices, to which ſhe is generally 
fully equal; and in which we can lend her no 
beyond removing impediments out of her way. In the 
particular caſe of the divided tunica vaginalis ; that de- 
gree of thickneſs and hardneſs, which it ſometimes ac- 
quires by long diſtenſion, is urged as a reaſon for the uſe 
of cauſtic applications: but this is a method of reaſoning, 
to which 1 cannot agree, having often experienced the 
—_— That membrane, like all others of the ex- 
angutous kind, is difficult, and flow of digeſtidn, eſpeci- 
ally if altered by diſeaſe ; but that it will in time become 
floughy, digeſt, and yield a kindly ſuppuration and in- 
earnation, by the mere uſe of ſimple, eaſy applications; 
and without that of any eſcharotic (not even the red 


pregipitate) have often and often experienced. 
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If the tunica vaginalis, containing the 
water, by long or frequent diſtenſion, or 
from any other cauſe, is become thick and 
hard, and cannot therefore contract itſelf, 
or be contracted, upon the evacuation of 
the fluid ; it will contribute conſiderably to 
the thickneſs of the lips of the wound, as 
well as to their hardneſs, pain, and diffi- 
culty of digeſtion. In this cafe, the beſt 
way is to remove a part of it, on each ſide, 
at the time of the operation. The cellular 
ſtructure of the dartos eaſily admits this to 
be done; and when theſe ſides are thus 


taken away, the lips of the wound conſiſt 


only of the common integuments. A knife 
will do this with much more eaſe and ex- 
pedition, than any other inſtrument what- 
ever. The method propoſed by the late 
Mr, Douglaſs, of doing it by repeated ſnips 
of the probe-ſciſflars, is operoſe, unhandy, 
and unneceſſarily painful and tedious ; nor 
is the cutting away an oval piece of the 
ſcrotum, as adviſed by that gentleman and 


ſome others, at all neceſſary : on the con- 


trary, the more looſe that part of the ſcro- 
tum is, which is to cover the teſticle (now 
deprived of its vaginal coat) the better z as 


it will be more capable of corrugation. 
| With 
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Wich theſe cautions, and under the pro- 


per reſtrictions ( alrekdy mentioned ) this 
method of obtaining u radical cure is very 
Pructicable. That it is ſometitnes accom- 
panied by troubleſomie \ythptotis, is be- 
ond all 'd6ubt; and d is the method by 
*auſtic. I 'cantiot ſay, that I have never 

Ken it prove fital; nor can that be ſaid 5f 


Ay operation of dollequeet. Much de- 


pends oh the choice of a proper fubject, 
and the obſervance of the heceffary teams 
And (cautions; without which, both this, 
Ani the boſe of the cauftic, will always de 


| troubleſstie, and ſometimes bisztdcus 


Before I finiſh the account of this method 


WF cute, I would take the Hherty of men- 
 Yioning one circumſtafice more, which ap- 


pears to me to be of confequence. When 
the quantity of fluid is large, and the fero- 


Th Tg tanic itch on the ſtretch, I think 


It is better to diſcharge the water by mere 
puncture; and not to perform the opera- 
Alon for the radical cure, until à freth ac- 
etitnutation has again moderately diſtended 
ſt. The inflammation neceffarily conſe- 
nent upon the-divifion of theſe parts, juſt 


ufter they have been ſo much on the Nretch, 
| = vaten let looſe, may de, (and 1 


think 
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think I, might. ſay, that I haye ſęen it prove). 
productive of, worſe ſymptoms, anda higher, 
degree of: fever and tumefaRion,, than 
uſually occurs, when the ſame parts are; 
divided in a. leſs. diſtended ſtate. | 

This: method of obtaining a radical cure 
by inciſion, of which I have given. the: 
faireſt. and; moſt impartial: account. in my. 
power, muſt. always be. conſidered: as. a, 
matter of chaice, and never can be an. opes: 
ration of neceſſity: that-is, they who. are. 
afflicted: with the diſcaſe, for whoſe cure ip 
is calculated, will: always have it in their 
power to be temporarily relieved: by. the. 
palliative means, or may make trial of any- 
of the above-mentioned leſs certain at- 
tempts, without incurring any, or- a very 
ſmall; degree of hazard: now as this me- 
thod can never be ſaid to be totally and ab- 
ſolutely void of ſome danger; as it. bears: 
the appearance of an operation of ſome ſe 
verity; and as it muſt always be volunta- 
rily, and deliberately ſabmitted-to, with- 
out any real neceſſity from the citcumſtan- 
ces of the diſeaſe; in other- words, as it 
| muſt be choſen by the patient, merely to 
avoid: the trouble and inconveniencies at- 
n the diſorder; and not neceſſarily 

applied 
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applied to, as ſome other operations are, 
to ſave or preſerve life, it does not often 
happen that we are called y- to an 
* 


The nts of * n under 
this diſeaſe, and who come within the 
above- mentioned neceſſary reſtraints, from 
age, habit, manner of living, date of the 
complaint, thickneſs of fac, Sc. Cc. &c, 
is great. And that of thoſe, who either 
have an inſuperable dread of an operation, 
or are ſo circumſtanced or connected in 
life, as to make any ſuch degree of danger 
highly improper to be voluntarily incurred, 
is ſtill greater: ſo that by far the majority 
of thoſe who are afflicted with the diſor- 
der, are obliged (however irkſome it may 
be, or however diſagreeable it may prove 
to them) to carry it through their life, 
ſeeking relief now and then from the pal- 
liative remedy of tapping. This renders it 
to the active and to the laborious, a com- 
plaint of more conſequence than is gene- 
rally imagined. 

From theſe con Gderations, I haye often 
been induced to think ſeriouſly on the ſub- 
ject, and to make many experiments; the 
reſult of which, when likely to prove at 
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all uſeful to mankind, or creditable to the 
art of ſurgery, I ſhall always think myſelf 
obliged to communicate. 5 

Every practicable method propoſed by 
the antients, I have tried ; and have found 
them in general painful, fatiguing, Daa. 
dous, or inefficacious. 

The tent, whether of lint ot ſponge, ie 
ſubject to great objections, both in its firſt 
application, and its future neceſſary conti- 
nuance. The cellular ſtructure of the. dar- 
tos, and the looſe connection between the 
ſkin and tunica vaginalis, renders its intro- 
duction (unleſs a cannula be uſed) ſome- 
times difficult. When in, great care muſt 
| be taken to keep it there, for ſome time, 

or the effect intended (an inflammation 
of the vaginal coat and albuginea) cannot 
be obtained; and the means made uſe of for 
its detention, as well as the nature of the 
tent itſelf (eſpecially if made of ſponge) 
prove frequently very fatiguing, not to ſay 
miſchievous, by the irritation, and the ne- 
ceſſary confinement of the matter. And, 
after all, I have ſeveral times ſeen it pro- 
duce only a partial coheſion; and that {6 
ſmall an one, as to prove no cure at all; 
nor at all prevent the future accumulation 

os of 
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applied to, as ſome other operations are, 
to ſave or preſerve life, it does not oftert 
happen that we are called y_- to YON 
wo 
The ee of 1 an under 
this diſeaſe, and who come within the 
above - mentioned neceſſary reſtraints, from 
age, habit, manner of living, date of the 
complaint, thickneſs of fac, &c. Cc. &c. 
is great. And that of thoſe, who either 
have an inſuperable dread of an operation, 
or are fo circumſtanced or connected in 
life, as to make any ſuch degree of danger 
highly improper to be voluntarily incurred, 
is ſtill greater: ſo that by far the majority 
of thoſe who are afflicted with the diſor- 
der, are obliged (however irkſome it may 
be, or however diſagreeable it may prove 
to them) to carry it through their life, 
ſeeking relief now and then from the pal- 
liative remedy of tapping. This renders it 
to the active and to the laborious, a com- 
plaint of more conſequence than is gene- 
rally imagined. | 

From theſe con — 1 * often 

been induced to think ſeriouſly on the ſub- 
ject, and to make many experiments; the 


reſult of which, when likely to prove at 
_ 
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all uſeful to mankind, or creditable to the 
art of ſurgery, I ſhall always think myſelf 
obliged to communicate. 55 

Every practicable method propoſed by 
the antients, I have tried ; and have found 
them in general painful, fatiguing, . 
dous, or inefficacious. 

The tent, whether of lint ot ſpout; de 
ſubject to great objections, both in its firſt 
application, and its future neceſſary conti- 
nuance. The cellular ſtructure of the. dar- 
tos, and the looſe connection between the 
kin and tunica vaginalis, renders its intro- 
duction (unleſs a cannula be uſed) ſome- 
times difficult. When in, great care muſt 
be taken to keep it there, for ſome time, 
or the effect intended (an inflammation 
of the vaginal coat and albuginea) cannot 
be obtained; and the means made uſe of for 
its detention, as well as the nature of the 
tent itſelf (eſpecially if made of ſponge) 
prove frequently very fatiguing, not to ſay 
miſchievous, by the irritation, and the ne- 
ceſſary confinement of the matter. And, 
after all, I have ſeveral times ſeen it pro- 
duce only a partial coheſion; and that f6 
ſmall an one, as to prove no cure at all; 
nor at all prevent the future accumulation 
= ot 
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of 8 ar, the neceſſitꝝ of frequent tap- 


be cannula, when uſed for, the n 
parpole. inſtead of a tent, is indeed caſily 
introduced; and when. in, does not con- 
ſine the matter: but then its hardneſs, in- 
flexibility, and thin edge, and the abſolute 


impoſſibility of, directing, or managing it, 


in the frequent and neceſſary motions; of 
the patient, though, confined to his- hed, 
renders: it a, very unpleaſant and trouble- 
ſome. gueſt, within the tunica, vaginglis; 
and; if, to avoid this inconvenience, a; piers 
of, bougie be kept within it, this, while, it, 
is, there, confines what ought, to. be, ny 
charged. 

The point to be aimed at, is to excite 
ſugh. a degree of inflammation, both in the 
tunica. vaginalis, and tunica. albuginea,, as 
ſhall ocaſion a general and perfect coheſion 
between them: and this, if. poſſible, with- 
out the production of ſlough or abſceſs; 
without the hazard of gangrene, and with- 
out, that degree. of ſymptomatic fever which, 


now. and then attends. both the cauſtic. and 


thencifion,; and which, whea'it does haps 
pen, is H Aperaing; dom ta patient apd ſur⸗ 


1 Theſe 
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Theſe ends I have frequently obtained, 
by the uſe of a ſeton. It is a method of 
cure mentioned by Aquapendens, as uſed 
by Guido, and others before him ; (though 
their proceſs was ſomewhat different from 
mine.) I have ſeveral times tried it on 
ſubjects of very different ages, ſome of them 
more than fifty years old. It requires con- 
finement to bed only for a few days; after 
which, the patient may lye on a couch to 
the end of the attendance ; which is gene- 
rally finiſhed in about three weeks, or a 
month at the fartheſt : and, during all that 
time, no other proceſs or regimen is ne- 
ceſſary, than what an inflammation of the 
ſame part from any other cauſe (for exam- 
ple a hernia humoralis) would require. 
The manner of performing it, is as fol- 
lows. Chooſe a time, when the' vaginal 
coat is moderately diſtended ; and having 
pierced it with a trochar of tolerable ae 
draw off the water : when that 1s done, in- 
troduce into the cannula, a probe armed 
with a ſeton, conſiſting of ten or twelve 
ſtrings of candle-wick cotton. Paſs the 
probe as high to the upper part of the va- 
ginal coat as you can; and on the end of 
that probe make an inciſion of ſuch ſize, as 


N to 
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to enable you to pull it out eafily, with a 
part of its annexed ſeton; then cut it off 
the probe, and tie the cotton very looſely, 
covering the orifices with pledgits. By the 
next day, the ſeton will be found to have 
contracted ſuch an adheſion to the tunica 
albuginea, as would cauſe a great deal of 
pains to detach ; but this, it is perfectly un- 
neceflary to do: and it ſhould be ſuffered 
to remain without moleſtation. In about 
forty- eight hours, the ſcrotum and teſticle 
begin to ſwell and inflame: the patient 
ſhould then loſe ſome blood, and have a 
ſtool or two; and the whole tumefied part 
ſhould be wrapped in a ſoft pultice, and be 
ſuſpended in a bag-truſs. The diſeaſe from 
this time bears the appearance of a large 
hernia humoralis, and muſt be treated in 
the ſame manner, by N 22 cata- 
plaſm, GS. 5 f 
The adheſion of the ſeton to the albugi- 
nea generally continues firm; and I never 
meddle with, or offer to move it, until it 
becomes perfectly looſe; which it ſeldom 
does for the firſt fortnight, or until the in- 
flammation is going, and the tumor ſub- 
ſiding. By the time the ſeton becomes 
looſe of * the coalition of parts is 
firmly 
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firmly and univerſally accompliſhed, I then 
withdraw it, and heal the orifices with a 
ſuperficial pledgit. 
This method, as I ſaid before; I 3 
ſeveral times ſucceſsfully practiſed on ſub- 
jects, on whom, I would not by any 
means have attempted, either the uſe of 
the cauſtic, or have performed the opera- 
tion of incifion. I cannot fay, that I have 
never ſeen any ill conſequences to attend it; 
but they have been very few, and I think 
it ſo much preferable to all the other leſs, 
perfect methods, that I ſhall not, (unleſs 
ſomething new occurs, which may induce 
ine to alter my opinion) heſitate to practiſe 
it, wherever a radical cure is deſired, and 
the inciſion is either refuſed, or thought 
| improper: 


N 


Tur HMAT OCE, OR bon FROM 
| BLooD. 


HIS is a ſwelling of the ſcfotutn, or 

of the ſpermatic proceſs, proceeding 

from, or cauſed by blood ; and, though 
ſpoken of by writers as one ſimple dete, 
N 2 is 
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is liable to. ſo conſiderable variety, both 
with regard. to nature, and fituation, as.to 
admit, or even require, being divided into 
ſeveral kinds. 

Such diſtinction of the different kinds of 
hæmatocele, though not uſually made, is 
abſolutely neceflary toward rightly under- 
ſtanding the diſeaſe ; the general idea, or 
conception of which, appears to me to be 
ſomewhat erroneous, and to have produced 
a prognoſtic which is ill-founded, and 
haſty. According to my conception, and 
experience in this matter, the diſeaſe, pro- 
perly called hzmatocele, is of four kinds; 
two of which have their ſeat within the 
tunica vaginalis teſtis; one within the al- 
buginea ; and the. fourth, in the tunica 
communis, or common cellular membrane, 
inveſting the ſpermatic veſlels. 

In paſſing an inſtrument, in order to let 
out the water from an hydrocele of the va- 
ginal coat, a veſſel is ſometimes wounded ; 
which is of ſuch ſize; as to tinge the fluid 
pretty deeply at the time of its running 

ut: the orifice becoming cloſe, when the 
water is all diſcharged, and a plaſter be- 
ing applied, the blood ceaſes to flow from 
thence, but inſinuates itſelf partly into the 
cavity 
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cavity of the vaginal coat, and partly into 
the cells of the dartos; making, ſoinetimes, 
in the ſpace of a few hours, a tumor nearly 
equal in fize to the original hydrocele. 

This is one ſpecies. 

It ſometimes happens, in tapping an hy- 
drocele, that although the fluid diſcharged. 
by that operation be perfectly clear, and 
limpid ; yet, in a very ſhort ſpace of time 
(ſometimes in a few hours) the ſcrotum 
becomes as large as it was before, and pal- 
pably as full of a fluid. If a new puncture 
be now made, the diſcharge, inſtead of be- 
ing limpid (as before) is now, either pure 
blood, or very bloody. This is another 
ſpecies: but, like the preceding, confined 
to the tunica vaginalis, 

The whole vaſcular compages of the te- 
ſticle, is ſometimes very much inlarged, 
and at the ſame time rendered ſo lax, and 
looſe, that the tumor produced thereby, 
has, to the fingers of an examiner, very 
much the appearance of a ſwelling com- 
poſed of a mere fluid, ſuppoſed to be ſome- 
what thick or viſcid. This is, in ſome 
meaſure, a deception ; but not totally ſo: 
the greater part of the tumefaction, is 
cauſed by the looſened texture of the teſtis; 

N 3 8 but 
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but there is | very frequently a quantity of 
extravaſated blood alſo. 

If this be ſuppoſed to be an hydrocele, 
and pierced, the. diſcharge will be mere 
blood. This is a third kind of hæmato- 
cele ; and very different, in all its circum- 
ſtances, from the two preceding: the fluid 
is ſhed from the veſſels of the glandular 
part of the teſticle ; and contained within 
the tunica albuginea. 

The fourth conſiſts in a rupture of, and 
an effuſion of blood from, a branch of the 
ſpermatic vein, in its paſſage from the groin 
to the teſticle. In which caſe, the extra- 
- vaſation is made into the tunica communis, 
or cellular membrane inveſting the ſperma- 
tic veſſels. 

Each of theſe four, I have ſeen ſo di- 
ſtinctly, and perfectly, that I have not the 
ſmalleſt doubt concerning their exiſtence, 
and of their difference from each other. 
Ihe tunica vagina alis teſtis, in a natural 
and healthy ſtate, is a membrane, which, 
although firm, is of no great thickneſs; it 
is white, or rather of a reddiſh white co- 
jour; and its blood- veſſels are (in a healthy 
ſtate) no more apparent to the eye, than are 
* of the tunica atbuginea : but when it 


has 
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has been long, or much diſtended, it there- 
by becomes thick, and tough; and the veſ- 
ſels (efpecially thoſe of its inner ſurface) 
are ſometimes ſo large, as to be very viſi- 
ble, and even varicous. - If one of theſe 
lies in the way of the inſtrument, where- 
with the palliative cure is performed, it is 
ſometimes wounded : in which caſe, as I 
have already obſerved, the firſt part of the 
ſerum which is diſcharged, is pretty deeply 
tinged with blood. 

Upon the collapſion of the membranes, 
and of the empty bag, this kind of hæmor- 
rhage generally ceaſes, and nothing more 
comes of it. But it ſometimes happens, 
either from the toughneſs of the tunic, or 
from the varicoſe ſtate of the veſſel, that 
the wound (eſpecially if made by a lancet) 
does not immediately unite; but continues 
to diſcharge blood into the cavity of the 
ſaid tunic, thereby producihg a new tu- 
mor, and a freſh neceſſity of operation. 

This is what I have taken the liberty to 
call the firſt ſpecies of hzmatocele, and 
plainly and evidently conſiſts in a wound 
of a veſſel of the vaginal tunic, 

Upon the ſudden diſcharge of the fluid, | 


from the bag of an overſtretched hydro- 
| N 4 cele, 
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cele, and thereby removing all counter- 
preſſure againſt the ſides of the veſſels, 
ſome of which are become varicous, one of 
them will, ſometimes, without having been 
wounded, . burſt. If the quantity of blood 
ſhed from the veſſel fo burſt, be ſmall, it 
is ſoon abſorbed again, and, creating no 
trouble, the thing is* not known. But if 
the quantity be conſiderable, it, like the 
preceding, occaſions a new tumor, and calls 
for a repetition of the operation. This.I 
call the ſecond ſpecies i which, like the 
firſt, belongs entirely to the vaginal coat, 
and has no concern either with the teſticle, 
or with the ſpermatic veſſels. In both, the 
bag which was full of water, becomes in a 
hort ſpace of time diſtended with blood: 
which blood, if not carried off by abſorp- 
tion, muſt be diſcharged by opening the 
, J con- 


From this cauſe it very often happens, that the laſt 
running (if 1 may uſe the phraſe) of the water from an 
hydrocele, is bloody (all the former part having been 
perfectly clear ;) and from hence it is, that a bloody diſ- 
charge may almoſt always be produced upon the ſame 
occaſion, by preſſing and handling the ſerotum. They, 
wo would (ce a very ingenious account of this kind of 
k:;ematacele, and a very probable application of the fame 
principle, for the ſolution of ſome other appearances jn 
diſeaſes, may find it in the Edinburgh eſſays from proſeſ- 
for Mono, the father, 
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containing cyſt ; but in neither of theſe can 
caſtration (though ſaid to be the only re- 
medy) be ever neceſſary: the mere diviſion 
of the ſacculus, and the application of dry 
lint, to. its infide, will, in general, if not 
always, reſtrain the hæmorrhage; and an- 


{wer every purpoſe, for which fo ſevere a 
remedy has been preſcribed. The other 
two are indeed of more conſequence; they 


intereſt 


Tt may indeed happen, that the blood of the patient 
may be in ſuch ſtate, as to be incapable of coagulation : 
in which caſe, the hæmorrhage will continue from the 
inſide of the fac, although it be laid open; and alſo from 
all the divided parts. This circumſtance, though a very 
hazardous one, cannot be foreſeen 3 nor do I know, in 
_ this ſtate of the juices, what benefit can ariſe from the 
removal of the teſticle : for the hæmorrhage will cer- 
tainly be continued, from all parts of the wound neceſ- 
fary in ſuch operation, upon the. ſame principle, and for 
the ſame reaſon that it Eould not be reſtrained from the 
inſide of the ſac. Such an indiſpoſition of blood, is often 
in cachectic habits, the cauſe of very troubleſome and 
fatal hæmorrhages, at ſome diſtance of time from ampu- 
tation, as well as immediately. If this want of an ag- 
glutinant quality in the blood, is not corrected, or is not 
capable of correction, it generally goes hard with the pa- 
tient, let the operation be what, or where it may: for it 
is not mere]y the ſuppreſſion of the bleeding that is re- 
quired ; the ſame ill quality of blood will prevent ſuppu- 
ration, produce bloody, ſanious pleeting, gangrene and 
mortification. This is an evil; of which every practi- 
tioner muſt have ſeen ſo many inftanges, that it is need- 
leſs to produce particular ones, 
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intereſt either the teſticle itſelf, or the veſ- 
ſels by which it is ſupplied with blood, and 
rendered capable of executing its office ; 
and are ſometimes not curable, but by re- 
moval of the part. KR 
One of theſe is ſeated within the tunica 
albuginea of the teſticle; the other in the 
| tunica communis of its veſſels; they are 
neither of them very frequent; but hen 
they do * they call for all our atten- 
tion. | 
If blood be extravaſated within the tu- 
nica albuginea, or proper coat of the teſti- 
cle, in conſequence of a great relaxation, 
and (as it were) diſſolution of part of the 
vaſcular compages of that gland; and the 
quantity be conſiderable, it will afford, or 
produce a fluctuation, to the hand of an 
examiner, very like to that of an hydrocele 
of the tunica vaginalis ; allowing ſomething 
for the different denfity of the different 
fluids, and the greater depth of the former 
from the ſurface. | 
If this be miſtaken for a ſimple bydro- 
cele, and an opening be made, the diſ- 
charge will be blood; not fluid, or very 
thin ; not like'to blood circulating through 
its proper veſſels, but dark, and duſſcy in 


colour; Ir 
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colour; and nearly of the conſiſtence of 
thin chocolate (like to what is moſt fre- 
quently found in the imperforate vagina.) 
The quantity diſcharged will be much 
ſmaller than was expected from the ſize of 
the tumor; which ſize will not be con- 
ſiderably diminiſhed. When this ſmall 


quantity of blood has been ſo drawn off, 
the teſticle will, upon examination, be 


found to be much larger than it ought to 
be ; as well as much more loòſe, and flab- 


by; inſtead of that roundneſs and refiſt- 


ance ariſing from a healthy ſtate of the 
gland, within its firm ſtrong coat ; it is ſoft, 
and capable of being compreſſed almoſt flat, 
and that generally without any of that pain 
and uneaſineſs, which always attend the 
compreſſion of a ſound teſticle. If the 
bleeding ceaſes upon the withdrawing the 
cannula (ſuppoſing a trochar to have been 
uſed) and the puncture cloſes, a freſh ac- 
cumulation of the ſame kind of fluid is ſoon 


made, and the ſame degree of tumefaction 


is produced, as before the operation : if the 


orifice does not cloſe, the hæmorrhage con- 


tinues, and very ſoon becomes alarming. 
In the two preceding ſpecies, the blood 
comes from the tunica vaginalis ; the teſtis 
| itſelf 


1 
N 
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itſelf being ſafe, and unconcerned ; and the 
remedy is found, by opening the cavity of 
the ſaid tunic : but in this, the hemorrhage 
comes from the ſubſtance of the teſticle ; 
from the convolutions of the ſpermatic ar- 
tery, within the tunica albuginea : the di- 
viſion of the vaginal coat can here do no 
good; and an inciſion made into the albu- 
ginea can only increaſe the miſchief : the 
teſticle is ſpoiled, or rendered uſeleſs, by 
that kind offilteration made in it, previous 
to the extravaſation ; and caſtration 1s the 
only cure, which a patient in ſuch circum- 
ſtances can depend upon. | 
The laſt ſpecies of this diſeaſe ariſes from 
a burſting of a branch of the ſpermatie 
vein, between the groin and ſcrotum, in 
what 1s generally known by the name of 
ſpermatic proceſs. This, which is gene- 
rally produced by great, or ſudden exertions 
of ſtrength, feats of agility, &c. may hap- 
pen to perſons in the beſt health, whoſe 
blood and juices are in the beſt order, and 
whoſe genital parts are free from blemiſh, 
or diſeaſe. 
The effuſion, or extravaſation, is made 
into the cellular membrane, which inveſts 
and enyelopes the ſpermatic veſſels, and 
3 has 
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has ſomething the appearance of a true her- 
nia. When the caſe is clear, and the ex- 
travaſated blood does not give way to diſcu- 
tient applications, the only remedy is to lay 
the tumor fairly open, thro' its whole length. 
If the veſſel or breach be ſmall, the hæ- 
morrhage may be reſtrained by mere com- 
preſſion with dry lint, or by the uſe of 
ſtyptics ; but if it be large, and theſe means 
do not ſucceed, the ligature muſt be made 
uſe of. If the bleeding branch can be tied 
ſingly, the teſticle may be preſerved ; if it 
cannot, and the whole ſpermatic proceſs 
muſt be included, it is unneceſſary to add, 
that the teſticle muſt be removed. 


CASE XV. 


A Healthy man, about thirty years old, 

deſired me to let out the water from an 
hydrocele; which operation, he ſaid, had, 
for ſome time paſt, been performed upon 
him, twice a year, by the late Mr. Bell of 
Red-Lion-Square 3 and he deſired alſo that 
I would do it with a lancet. I let out near 
a pint, the firſt part of which was deeply 
tinged with blood; but as it ran, it became 
clearer and clearer, and at laſt was per- 
fectly 
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fectly limpid; and when I put on the pla- 
ſter, hi did not bleed a drop. The next 
morning, he came to me again; told me, 
that he had bled a good deal in the night; 
and ſhewed me his linen, which was very 
bloody. As there was no diſcharge at this 
time, I only renewed his plaſter, put him 
a bag-truſs on, and deſired that he would 
go home, and keep quiet. He remained 
free from hemorrhage for ſome hours; and 
therefore neglecting my laſt caution, he 
walked about a good deal, and heated him- 
ſelf, and the next day ſent for me to look 
at his ſcrotum ; which was large, and full 
making no doubt, from all the circumſtan- 
ces, that the tumefaction was from blood, 
I told him my opinion; and, at the ſame 
time, adviſed, if it did not diſſipate, by 
proper attempts for that purpoſe, to ſub- 
mit to have the vaginal coat laid open, and 
thereby obtain a radical cure. 

Some time was ſpent, in attemptitig dif- 
cuſſion ; during which, the tumor increa- 
ſed, and he, now and then, bled pretty 
freely from the orifice; which became 
ſpongy, and would not heal. 

' Finding all endeavours ineffectual, he 


| ſubmitted : the tunica vaginalis was laid 
open; 
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open; a conſiderable quantity of blood was 


diſcharged (ſome in a fluid ſtate, but prin- 

 cipally grumous 3) he had no difagreeable 
ſymptoms; and, in about fix weeks, was 

F well. A 


Fw + XXVI. 


AN elderly man, who had often had a 
large hydrocele tapped at the Hoſpital, 
came one day, as uſual : I made a puncture 
with a lancet, and let out the water ; but 
was near half an hour, before I could * 
an hæmorrhage from the wound. 
The next day he came again, and com- 


plained to one of my dreſſers, that he had 


bled, more or leſs, all the night. He was 
properly dreſſed; the bleeding reſtrained; 
and he was adviſed to go home, and keep 
quiet upon the bed. | 
The third day, when I was again at the 
Hoſpital, he came and ſhewed me his ſcro- 
tum; which was as full, and as large, as 
when I firſt tapped it: the orifice was not 
healed ; and, upon preſſure, blood was diſ- 
charged from it. He ſaid, that he could 


not afford to reſt from his labor; and my 


3 w_ 


* 
- 
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week for accidents bein g expired, Mr. Crane 
took him under his care. 

He (finding the bloody diſcharge nil 
continued, notwithſtanding the man kept 
in bed, and was properly taken care of) 
made a free inciſion into the tumor; turned 
out a good deal of coagulated blood with 
his finger; and then, lightly filling the ca- 
vity with lint, obtained a ſuppreſſion of the 
hemorrhage, and produced a radical cure. 


CASE XXVIIL. 


A Ge Gentleman, who uſed to come to Lon- 

don, about every five or fix months, 
to have a large hydrocele emptied, came 
to me under great alarm. 

Having often had the water drawn off by 
puncture in London, he determined to let 
the apothecary of the village where he 
lived, do it for him, and thereby ſave 
him the trouble of a journey. The opera- 
tion was very properly performed, and the 
bag perfectly emptied; but the next morn- 
ing, to his great aſtoniſhment, he found it 

as full as before. His apothecary Was as 


n * as himſelf; and the patient 
got 
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got inte a poſt· chaiſe, and came imd. 


ately to London. 

Upon hearing this account, and 4 
and feeling the tumor, I made no ſcruple 
of declariny it to be blood ; and that if it 
did not ſoon diſſipate by reſt, and pro- 
per Not LORIE it — ON be let 
out. 

All a 00 fo diſperiicn-pro * uit⸗ a 
leſs, the tumor increaſed, and — health 
and habit were good, and his age by no 
means advanced, I adviſed him to ſubmit 
to an inciſion; by which, I hoped that he 
would not only get rid of the preſent evil, 
but would moſt probably obtain a radical 
cure. He complied, upon condition that 
I would firſt by puncture ſatisfy him, that 
I was right in my nn with regard to 
* contents. 

I paſſed. a lancet into the fore - part, 
and gave diſcharge to a clear. blood ; 
while that was running out, I made, by 
means of a probe- pointed knife, an in- 
ciſion of ſufficient ſize, to admit a doſſil or 
two of fine lint. For a day or two, the 
ſymptoms: were untowardly, and the diſ- 
charge was large, and bloody; but by pro⸗ 
per care, keeping very quiet, and taking 

1 O freely 


freely of the bark with elixir rol * 
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thing ended well. 


c A s E XXVII. 


| A 8 man, about forty, who 


had the care of a manufacturer's wares 
houſe in my neighbourhood, conſulted me 
on account of a large hydrocele of the tu- 
nica vaginalis. The tumor was very large, 
the parts conſiderably on the ſtretch, and 1 
adviſed him to have it tapped directly. 
About twenty ounces of clear water were 
drawn off by meansof a trochar, without the 
appearance of a drop of blood. As he had 
carried his burthen long, and Had never 
been relieved from it before, he was much 
ſurpriſed at this immediate eaſe, and went 
to work as ſoon as he got home. | 
The next morning he came to me much 
alarmed, and ſhewed me his fcrotum ; 
which was full half as big, as before the 
puncture had been made. I had no doubt, 
that its preſent content was blood; and 
very apprehenſive that it might require 


the ſame treatment, as the preceding calc ; 


which in his conſtitution, and manner of 
9 1 | living, 
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living, muſt have been attended with ha- 


Tard. 


I ordered him home to bed imtnediate- 
ly took ſome blood from his arm; and 
directed a cbling purge to be taken next 
morning: the ſcrotum was ſuſpended, and 
ip in a rag, folded ſeven or eight 
times, find wetttd it 4 ſolution of fa). am. 
mon. crud. in vinegat and water, and he 
had direction to ke — conſtantly tly wet. 
On the third day 1 bled him again, and 
A ae 9 
and continued the ſatne application. 

Finding the fvyelling quite at a ſtand, 
and imagining that by mending his tate of 
blood, a farther effuſion might puſſihly be 
prevented, and an opportunity given for 
the abſorption of what was already ſhed, T 
adviſed him to take a dratn of the cortex 
every fix hours: this he did for as many 
days; during which, the tumor viſibly lei- 
ſened i and, by perſiſting in the ſume me- 
thod, he got well: that is, all that degree 
of tumefaction, which, I ſuppoſe to have 
been cauſed by blood, diſappeared. Aſter 
forme months the ſerotum became large 
again; and he followed the advice, which 
I had given him, viz: to have the fluid 
SJ oO drawn 
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.drawn off, before - it attained too large a 
ſize. I have ſeveral times fince tapped it, 
and nn have drawn n Clear noe 


[4 Fd. o 
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EASE, "XXX." 


l A deny abdut: ey res; «fi ia allow 
complexion, and ſubject to/cholicky 
complaints, had the water drawn off. from 
a hydrocele of the vaginal coat, by means 
of a ſmall trochar. The quantity was near 
a pint, and the bag was perfectly emptied. 
The next morning, it ſeemed to contain a 
fluid, although in no great quantity; he 
ſhewed it to the perſon who tapped him 
the day before, and who adviſed him to put 
on a bag-truſs, and to take a ſmart purge. 
In three days it was ſo manifeſtly increaſed, 
as to alarm the patient, and 1 him de- 
ſirous of farther advice. 
On the ſixth day from the firſt opera- 
tion, I faw him, and found the ſcrotum ſo 
much inlarged, that I made no doubt, the 
vaginal tunic contained atleaſt ſeven ounces; 
-which I ſuſpected to be blood. 
l adviſed a diſcutient application, and the 
free uſe of the cortex ; but this did not ſuit 
he; Humour, either of the patient or of his 


ſurgeon. 
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ſurgeon. He took three or four purges of 
rad. Jallap. and made uſe of a warm fo- 
mentation. At the end of about a month, 
I was deſired to ſee him again. The tu- 
mor was larger, and his ſtrength impaired 
by his purging. It appeared to me, to be 
now of ſuch a fize, and in ſuch ſtate, that 
nothing but the operation could ſerve him; 
and for-which I prepared him, if the punc- 
ture ſhould produce a diſcharge of blood 
only. An opening was made with a lan- 
cet, and the diſcharge was clear fluid blood: 
I would have proceeded, but the patient 
would not permit me; and he was dreſſed 
with a ſuperficial pledgit, and a plaſter. 
Blood oozed from the orifice all that 
night, and part of the next day; and when 
Iſaw him again, he could not have loſt leſs 
chan a pint. 
I was well aware, what might be the 
conſequence of a diviſion of the tunica va- 
ginalis, in ſuch a habit; but, at the ſame 
time, it ſeemed to be the unicum remedium, 
for he would take no medicine. The hæ- 
morrhage continuing another day, he ſub- 
mitted. The operation diſcovered no one 
bleeding-veſſel; nor did I imagine that it 
$ would, being convinced that it came from 
3 | O 3 the 
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the müde of the tunic. He was dreſſed 
with dry lint, and put to bed with an opiate ; 
all that night, and the ſucceeding day, the 
diſcharge was large, and bloody; and the 
lips of the inciſion, on the ſecond were 
flabby, and free from inflammatory tume- 
faction. I told bim my opinion freely, and 

preſſed him to take the bark, or have more 
aſfſtance both which, at that time, he IC» 
fuſed to do. 

On the cloſe of the third day, the he» 
morrhage ſtill continuing, he becoming 
ſick and faint, and his pulſe failing a little, 
he was alarmed, and permitted us to direct 
for him. A draught, conſiſting of a dram 
of bark, half a dram of confect. cardiac. 
and three or four drops of tinct, thebaic. 
was ordered to be taken every four hours. 

Not to make the account tedious, by a 
relation of every minute circumſtance: he 
perſiſted in this method, and it was four 
days before the bleeding ceafed, or t 
edges of the inciſion became inflamed, or 
ſhewed any tendency toward fuppuration. 
_ at laſt, with ſome difficulty, he got 
Well. | | | 
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CASE XXX. 


A Labouring man, who had fallen 3 

in the ſtreet, with a load on his back, 
Wwas brought into St. Bartholomew's Hoſpi- 
tal, on a ſuſpicion of his having got a fup- 
ture, in conſequence of his fall ; he having 
immediately perceived a ſwelling in his 
groin, and ſcrotum, which he had not be- 
fore, 

The tumor ſeemed to occupy the whole 
ſpermatic proceſs ; which was ſo enlarged 
by it, that it was impoſſible to feel the paſ- 
ſage of it from the abdomen, through the 
muſcle : but the teſticle below 1 it, was per- 
fectly diſtinct. 

The appearance of the tumor; the ſud- 
denneſs of its formation ; the diſtin ſitua- 
tion of the teſticle below; and an acciden- 
tal circumſtance, of the man's not having 
had a ſtool for two days paſt, inclined Mr. 
Freke (whofe week it was) to believe it to 
be, and to treat it as, a rupture. He made 
ſome attempts for reduction; and, finding 
them fruitlefs, determined * the opera- 
tion immediately. 

O 4 He 


:e A , 
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He divided the ſkin and membrana adi- 


poſa, down to what he took to be the her- 


nial ſac; and when he had ſo done, had a 
mind, to endeavour at the return of the in- 
teſtine without opening the ſac. 

Mr. Freke was a man not eaſily to be 
difſuaded, from what he had a mind to do; - 
and, having got the whim into his head, 
was determined to make the experiment 
on this, which he thought a fair caſe 
for the purpoſe. Accordingly (with his 
probe-ſcifſars) he divided the tendinous 
opening in the abdominal muſcle ; and 
then. again tried to reduce the gut, but to 
no purpoſe ; for nothing would go up. At 


Jaſt, though with much reluctance, he was 


obliged to lay open, the containing mem- 
brane. He had no ſooner done this, than 
a large quantity of blood, (partly fluid, and 
partly grumous) burſt forth, and the whole 


tumor ſubſided ; leaving the proceſs per- 


fectly free; and containing neither inte- 
ſtine, nor omentum. | 
The parts were naw walked clean, and 


_ diligent ſearch made for the breach, whence 


this blood ĩſſued; but none could be found: 
the man was dreſſed with lint and pulv. 


boli armen. (a method of dreſſing, which 


* 
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Mr. Freke was fond of;) and in a proper 
ſpace of time, the man got well, without 
any new hæmorrhage. 

In this caſe, ſome of the circumſtances 
might be ſaid to render an inteſtinal her- 
nia not improbable; and the want of ſtools 
might have increaſed ſuch probability: but 
then, it ſhould have been conſidered, that, 
although this be one ſymptom, of the ſtran- 


gulated inteſtine, yet it is not, by any 


means, an univocal, or infallible one. A 
want of ſtools may happen from other 
cauſes, even in a perſon who has a rup- 
ture; but cannot ſingly be a reaſon for the 
operation immediately; which ought to be 
indicated and authoriſed by other concomi- 
tant ſymptoms and appearances. A coſtive 
habit may attend a perſon, who has an in- 
teſtinal hernia, when the gut labours under 
no” ſtricture, and does its office perfectly 
well in the ſcrotum; but ſuch patient will 
not have the ſymptoms of an incarcerated in- 
\ teſtine: nor, indeed, had this man. His not 
having been at ſtool for two days before, was 
an accidental circumſtance; which: might 
or might not have. been occaſioned by the 


deſcent of a piece of the inteſtinal canal: 


the truth of which ſhould have been praved 
K 1 by 
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by the uſe of a clyſter and a purge, before 
— Wh TIES 


CASE XXXI. 


A Young fellow, raining to get rid of a 
| hard ſtool, felt a ſudden pain in his 
left groin; and, upon examination, found 
a fwelling, extending from thence into the 


fcrotum. He took it for a rupture, and 


immediately applied to an advertifing ope- 
rator; who, after ſeveral unſucceſsful at- 
tempts to reduce it, put = trufs on him; 
and told him, that the tumor would gra- 
dually ſhrink to nothing. The truſs he 
wore for ſome days; when, finding both 
. bis pain and ſwelling increafe, he applied 
to a ſurgeon in his own neighbourhood ; 
with whom I faw him. 
The tumor was large, and had ſomewhat 
the feel of an omental hernia ; the abdo- 
minal aperture ſeemed to be dilated by it; 
the teſticle was tolerably diſtin& below; 
his pain in an erect poſture was confiders- 
ble; but in a ſupine one very little: he 
had neither heat, nor quickneſs of pulſe, 
nor hiccough, nor vomiting ; and had been 
969 | 


As 
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As there was no reaſon for ſuppoſiug any 
degree of ſtricture on the inteſtinal canal, I 
adviſed the keeping him in bed, bleeding 
him freely, and trying what a proper pul- 
This method was tried, for ſeueral days; 
but without any benefit : on the contrary, 
2 pain increaſed, as well as the tumor; 
and 2 fluctuation within, became palpa- 


ble, 

This fluid, I thought poſſibly might de 
eollected in the ſac of an omental hernia (a 
caſe which I had more than once feen;) and 


as there was plainly enough in quantity, to 
render a puncture perfectly fafe, we made 
one with a lancet, and let out ſore ounces 
of clear blood. 
When the ſwelling was thereby leſſen 
ed, we felt for the ſpermatic veſſels, buf 
could difcern them very indiſtinctiy; and 
the proceſs ſeemed much loaded, and en- 

] 
| 8 the man was perfectiy well in 
health; but the ſcrotum looked ſwelled, 
and black as if it had been much bruiſed; 
he had alſo bled from the puncture, which 
was not cloſed, and diſcharged blood free- 
V. upon an preſue being made above. 
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„Though we were in ſome. doubt, con- 
i cerving the true nature of the caſe; yet, it 
was clear, that if the hemorrhage conti- 
nued, the part muſt be laid open. | 

For three or four days it continued, 
notwithſtanding all our endeavours; and, at 
laſt, it was ſo conſiderable, as to indicate 


the operation immediately, : 
A knife was introduced into the a 


made by the lancet, and an inciſion of ſome 
length made; but no ſacculus, no particu- 
lar cavity found; nothing like a hernial fac, _ 
or tunica vaginalis teſtis; in ſhort, nothing 
but cellular membrane ; which ſatisfied us, 
that the blood muſt come from the 5 
matic chord. 

As the bleeding ſtill continued, and was 
derived from a part above our inciſion, we 
continued it quite up. to the groin, and 
found that all the cellular membrane of the 
proceſs was loaded with extravaſated blood ; 
and that it came from a conſiderable breach 

now in view. We dreſſed it with lint preſſed 

out from a ſtyptic, and intended to have 
permitted that dreſſing to have remained 
on for a day or two: but we were ſoon ſent 
for, on account of an alarming return of 
the hæmorrhage; which had been ſo con- 
— to produce a ſwoon. 


Caſtra- 
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Caſtration appeared to us, to be the only 
remedy; and it was immediately perform - 
ed.: d Dit NN 4 023 Heini oh 
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| A Middle-aged man came to St. Bartho: 
lomew's Hoſpital, and deſired me to 

look at a ſwelling in his groin, and upper 
part of the ſerotum on the right fide} 
which, he ſaid, came ſuddenly, by lifting 
a heavy weight. From the groin quite 
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was enlarged ; he had no e of a 
hernia; and the teſtis was much too di- 
ſtinct and free for a hydrocele. PE” 
While I was examining it, I e 
ſome blood to drop from the lower-part. of 
the ſwelling; and, upon enquiring the rea- 
ſon, he told me, that a puncture had been 
made in it, a day or two before (upon a 
ſuppoſition that the ſwelling was from wa- 
ter ;) that it had, at interyals, bled ever 
ſince ; but that, fince it had laſt ſtopped, 
the tumor was increaſed. -. From theſe eir-⸗ 
cumſtances, I concluded the ſwelling to be 
cauſed by blood, ſhed into the tunica com- 
munis, 
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mmis, n 5 branch of a varicoſe ſpe 
matic vein. 

He ſubmitted to hive it laid open : no 
particular breach was diſcovered; though 
the whole membrane was much loaded: 
the wound was dreſſed with lint preſſed out 
from ſpirit. vin, Theſe dreſſings were ſuf- 
fered to remain on, until they. were ſepa- 
rated by a beginning ſappuration : and by 
ipeping quiet, and being properly taken 
care of, the man got well, erer 
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"CASE WII 


Arge biokght to my fan | 

by a gentleman of the profeſſion, for 
my opinion yer rg ones tb a tumor of the 
ſerotum. 
The fœelling was large; of aglobiilar kind 
of form ; painful, not only in general from 
its weight; but often even when faſpend- 
ed, or when the patient was in bed. It 
palpably contained a fluid; but the fluctu- 
ation of that fluid was not (to my fingers) 
like the fluctuation of water. In all the 
poſterior part of the tumor, an enlarged, and 
int hardned teſticle might Fay 
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be diſtinguiſhed ; and the general weight 
of the whale, far exceeded that of any hy- 
drocele I had ever met with of equal ſize. 
That it was not a mere ſimple hydrocele, 


I was very clear: but, whether it was a 
collection of fluid in the tunica vaginalis of 
a diſeaſed teſticle (what is in general called 
a hydroſarcocele) or what other morbid or 
altered ſtate of parts it might be owing to, 
I would not pretend to ſay. A puncture 
was made in it with a ſmall trochar; and 
about four ounces of dark-coloured blood, 
not ſo fluid as blood generally is, while cir- 
culating in its proper veſſels, was drawn 
off; a bit of plaſter and lint was applied 
to the orifice, and the man went about his 
In two days, the ſame ſurgeon brought 
the man to me again. The punQure was 
healed ; but the tumor was as large, as 
when I had ſeen it two days before, and pal- 


What that was we knew: and the conſide - 
ration was, what was the propereſt method 
of giving the man relief. Had he been in 
good health, I believe, I ſhould have ad+ 
viſed laying the tumor open; at leaſt ſo far 


as 40 have obtained a more preciſe know- 
ledge 


pably contained the ſame kind of fluid. 
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ledge of its nature: but the patient's age, 
and general health were ſuch, as would by 
no means make an operation of that fort 
an eligible thing. He was near to ſixty ; ; 
aſthmatic z-had \ drank” freely; and had a 
yellow: countenance, and ſwelled legs in 
conſequence of it. I adviſed him to come 
into the hoſpital, and try, whether by pro- 
per care his habit might not be mended. 

Soon after his admiſſion, I had a mind to 
ſee, whether the contents of the tumor were 
really the ſame as before, and made a punc- 
ture in it again with the trochar : the diſ- 
charge was again blood; and it was two 
days from this operation, before a My 
diſcharge from the orifice ceaſed. 

A continuance of dram-drinking brought 
on a general anaſarca, and an extravaſation 
of water in the abdomen; and when he 
had been in the 2 about two mes 
he died. 

I would not omit the opperiabity of's ex- 
amining his ſcrotal diſorder; and found, that 
the trochar had, at each operation, pierced 
the tunica albuginea; that the bloody ex- 
travaſation was within that coat; that the 
tunica vaginalis was almoſt univerſally, tho 
ightly, adherent to the * of the albu- 
22 ginea; 
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Gael teſticle \Was 1 mu 1 5 3 Wer: 
WA fame time to. "looſe; ed, that a 
emed to ha ve, beep dio yed 910 the A 57 

which produced che fluctuation, . whack | 
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fluid was mere blood; and that the epidy- | 


dimis was en and . n. 
enlarged, »- 

I have ſince bad an 1 of ſee 
ing a patient labouring under the ſame come 
plalnt; whoſe teſticle was rather haſhly, 
and inadvertently; laid open; that is divi- 
ded. The immediate conſequence was a 
large: and ohſtinate hænprrhage. Whe- 
ther it was produced by thędiviſian of the 
ſubſtance of ths teſticle, on by the irritation 
of ſuch applications as zyere, made uſe of for 
ſtoppiog the bleeding. I will not, pretend 


to ſays hut hen Ih hic, he had a rigid 
neck; and was (what is commonly called) 


jaw locked. Caſtratign, from the ſtate in 
which his tellicle was when I ſaw it, muſt 
have been the only remedy, for his local 
; complaint ; but his ſpaſmodic attack reh- 
dered that eee and 1 thing cls 
fruitleſs. 


have allo (from a very ingenious EG 


titioner of- my acquaintance). received” an 


account. 


— — wu — nn 
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rede 
ve Spal ag; ; in Which the 


eſticle was of vided, and e hemorrhage 
from the patient s obſtinate tefuſal to GR. 


mit to the SEU 4 caſtration) 1 


At laſt fatal. 
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O the different kinds of nn 
1 which have already been mention- 
ed, ſome of the modern French writers 
have added another, viz... that which is 
formed by a collection of fluid, 2 * 
zof a true herrn 

bin The tis ef this cheurly deſcribes bn true 
nature; and therefore I thall only inform 
the reader, of what has fallen within my 
Og Hoes relative mann oo 
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A Young fellow, about — ion. years 
old, applied to me, on account of a 
ſwelling in his ſcrotum, It was large, of 
an irregular figure, not very tenſe, , per- 
- fectly indolent, and accompanied with a 
remarkable fulneſs of the ſpermatic pro- 


ceſs. | 
| I The 


The account which he gave of himſelf 
was, that he had had a rupture, as long as 
he could remember; that he had, on that 
account, worn a ſteel truſi for many years: 
that, upon taking his truſs off, his rupture 
always came down immediately, and was 
very eaſily returned up again; that it had 
never occaſioned any obſtruction in his 
ſtools, not given him any pain; that, about 
a year ago, he had been perſuaded to leave 
his truſs off, and to ſubſtitute in its place, 
a bandage made of dimotty, without any 
iron in it; but which had been buckled on 
very tight ; that, when he had worn this 
bandage about fix months, he found that 
his ropture was down, and that he could 
e e up again; that, upon this, he had 
applied to the perſon, of whom he bought 
the bandage; who, after having ineffectu- 
ally tried to reduce the rupture, fold him 
another bandage, and buckling it on ſtill 
tighter than the firſt, aſſured him, that it 
would never do him any harm; that from 
the time of putting on this ſecond, bis 
ſcrotum had gradually become larger, * 
conſiderable pain and uneaſineſs. 


From the feel of all the lower — 1 
made no doubt, that the tumor contained 
P 2 a 
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u bonfiderable Quantity of: fluid;: and had 
there been no other circumſtance to influ- 
nne my. judgment, I ſhould have ſuppoſed 
the qi ſeaſe to han ben a hydrocele of the 
tunica vaginalis teſtis: hut the very diſtinct, 
and particular account, which the man 
gate of himſelf; and the feel, and the ap- 
pcarabcę of the ſpermatic men made me 
Bheſitate. ent 111 

Wbatever might be the true nature of 
the caſe, a; fluid there certainly was; and 
that in quantity ſufficient to rendes the diſ- 
charge 9fcits bothaſafe and warrantaple. I 
made a punctuxe an the middle and ante- 
xigr parts and let aut above a pint, of brown 
ſeram. This diſcharge removed). all the 
ſwelling ftom below but made little os no 
altaration, either in the look, or the feel of 
the upper part of the proceſs. I endea- 
voureddo reduce iti but found it, itaprac- 
ticable, and deſiſted ; adviſing the: man to 
let it alone, to Wear no bandage of any 
kind ; and if at any future time, it became 
trouhleſome to bin, en chat Imight 
ſee t. 
In about a year $ time, buen me 
again, with his ſerotum as. big =” wathh 
and palpably IG a fluid- 


hg. 
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As I had felt the teſtiele very plainly after 
the firſt operation; and as I did not believe 
the tumor in the proceſs, to be formed by 
the inteſtine, 1 adviſed him to have the 
whole laid open. He ſubmitted, and I 
took him into the hofpital for that purpoſe. 
made an inciſion, from the middle, and 
anterior part of the ſcrotum, quite up to the 
groin, and found in the lower part of the 
bag, which contained the fluid, the teſticle 
covered only hy its proper coat, or tunica 
albuginea; and in the upper part, or neck 
of the ſame bag, a conſiderable portion of 
omentum. The upper part of this portion 
of caul was hardned in its texture, and ſo 
perfectly adherent to every point of the 
neck of the ſac, as to prohibit the return, 
of even a fluid from thence into the belly: 
but the lower part was in its natural ſtate, 
loofe, ſoft, and capable of being expanded. 
All the lower, or looſe part, I cut off, with- 
out making a ligature, or being troubled | 
with any hemorrhage; the upper part, I left 
2s I found it; filled the wound lightly, with 
dry lint, and treated the caſe, as I ſhould 
have done that of the, radical cure for an 
hydrocele. In about feen weeks. the man 
as well, and, has erer ſince remained ſo. 
1 P 3 This 
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This man's rupture was of the congenial 
kind; and therefore the fac of the hernia, 


and that of the hydrocele, were 1 ſame, 


. tunica vaginalis teſtis, , 


CASE XXXV, 


WH ILE the firſt edition of this book 


was in the preſs, Mr, Spray deſired 


me to viſit a patient with him, who had 


ſome preſſing ſymptoms of a ftrangulated 


rupture. 


The patient was a healthy 3 young man, 
about twenty-two years old; and he Save 
the following account of himſelf. 

That as long as he could remember, he 
had been fabjea to a rupture, which ne- 
ver came lower than his groin, was Always 
eaſily put up, and had never given him 
any trouble: that he had, when a child, 
worn a truſs; but, either from its being ill- 


made, or from his not knowing how to put 
it on, it had never anſwered the purpoſe ; ; 


and that he had, for ſome years, diſuſed it; 
that, for a month or two paſt, his rupture 
had boli conſtantly down ; 150 that, within 
that ſpace of time, he had never been able 
t& return it, en he had often tried; 

that 


che HYDROCBLE, &c. 215 


that ſill, as it gave him no pain, nor pro- 
duced any other inconvenience, than the 
mere ſwelling of the ſcrotum, he had taken 


no notice of it; nor applied to any body for 


great pain in his belly, a Roppage of f ſtools, 
and a vomiting... 
The lower part of the Grotym was nad 


" inlarged ; contained a conſiderable quantity 


of fluid; and bore very much the appear- 
ance of a hydrocele : but the upper part, 
or ſpermatic proceſs, was hard, and pain- 
ful, and ſeemed to he girt tight by the ten- 


don of the abdominal muſcle. This, added | 


to an extreme tightneſs of his belly, want 
of ſtool for — days paſt, anxiety, reſty 
leſsneſs, vomiting, a and beginning hiccough, 
determined me to. propoſe the operation 
immediately. ** a 
The lad cenſented, "and 1 made a an ingi- 
fion from the upper part o of the tumor, Jul 
above the abd ominal opening, quite down 
to he bottom of the ſcrotum... . 
* 17 5 carefully, divided the cutis, 2, 
common. membrane, I came tc to what . a 
peared to be a herpial. fac; this. 1 — 


and "thereby | let _ our about half a pint of 
P 


1 4s 
* # 


aſſiſtance, - until within the laſt three days 4 
ſince which, he had been affected with 


4 clear 
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clear limpid water; upon the diſcharge of 
which, the whole” tumor of the ſcrotum 
fubſided; and my affiſtants were convin- 
ced, that I had miſtaken a hydrocele for an 
hernia. But although the whole of the 
ſwelling of the ſcrotum, was entirely diffi- 
pated by the diſcharge ; yet the tumor? and 
hardneſs about the abdominal opening was 
ünaltered, and the patients pam the fame. 
With' a Pfoe-Pbinted Knife 1 laid" open 
the whole fe?" Whente the water had pro- 
cceded, quite down to its bottom; and 
found the baked © teſticle within it: this 
gave the difaſe {till mote the appeiratice 
of a hydrocele, ant 1 . think that it 
was fo; but, üpon paffing try firiger up, to 
examine the ſtare of the abdominal tendon, 
1 found a ſmall portion of inteftine enga- 
| ved in it, and 5 extremely tight; 1 
ä lengthened the inciſion, ſo as to Rave à fair 
view of it, and thereby we alt became tho- 
roughly ges of the true nature of the 
caſe. The piece of inteſtine was ſmall, 2 
good deal darkned i in color, and bound fo 
tightly by the tendon, that it was with 
great difficuſty, that 1 I could N 
; 8 for the © conveyatice of the OO 
"81 I Bad made füffcient dilatation, 1 
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endeavoured to return the gut; but could 
not execute it, although there was no ob- 
ſtruction from the tendon, I drew out 
ſome inches of it, thinking, that I might 
thereby be enabled to make the return 
more eaſily; that which I drew out, I 
replaced with the utmoſt cafe ; but could 
not diſengage the ſmall portion which made 
the original diſeaſe. At laſt, paffing my 
finger round in the dilated opening, I found 
that the inteſtine adhered to the lower bor- 
der of it, by a ſmall membranous filament; 
upon the diviſion of which, the gut flipped 
in immediately. 

The young man had figols very ſoon 3 
and, by proper cate; very ſoon got well. 
This 4lf6 was a congetiial Rerhia; the 
ſac which contained the inteſtine, the fifa, 
and the teſticle; ' being the tunic vagina 
lis: but had I been contented with merely 
dividing the tunic, and had not 
in the examination and diviſion of thi ab- 
dominal tendon, the lad would have been 
ae by the kerieture | 
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H E reſt of the falſe hernie (as they 
are called) are the pneumatocele; 
the; vaficocele; the cirſocele z and the far- 
cocele: to which, ſome Have added the 
Hydro-Sarcocele. 

The firſt of theſe, is (as I hos already 
faid) a miſtake :. there is no hernia. produ- 
ced by mere wind. The two diſeaſes, 
which in new- born children, and infants, 
are taken for, and called wind- rùptures, 
are, a tumor produced by a ſmall quantity 
of fluid remaining iu the lower part of the 
.tunica vaginalis, after its communication 
. above with the cavity of the belly is cloſed; 
anda true (but {mall) inteſtinal hernia. 

.;. The, varicocele, is a dilatation of the 
diood-veſlels of the ſcrotum, Theſe are of 
different ſize, in different people; and, like 
the veſlels, in other parts of the body, are 

liable to become varicoſe ; but are ſeldom 
ſo much inlarged as to be troubleſome, un- 
leſs ſuch inlargement is the conſequence of 
a diſeaſe, either of the teſticle, or of the 


ſpermatic chord. When this is the caſe; 
| the 
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the original diſeaſe, is what engages our at- 
tention, and not this ſimple effect of it; 
and, therefore, conſidered abſtractedly, the 
varicocele is a diſeaſe of no importance. 

Ihe cirſocele, is a varicoſe diſtention and 
inlargement of the ſpermatic vein; and, 
whether conſidered, on account of the pain 
which it ſometimes occaſions ; or on ac- 
count of a waſting of the teſticle which 
now and then follows it, may truly be cal- 


led a diſeaſe. It is frequently miſtaken for 


a deſcent of a ſmall portion of omentum. 
The uneaſineſs which it occafions, is a dull 


kind of pain in the back, generally relieved 


by ſuſpenſion of the ſcrotum. It has been 
reſembled to a collection of earth- worms: 
but whoever has an idea of a varicoſe veſ- 
ſel, will not Rand in need of an illuſtration 
by compariſon. It is moſt frequently con- 
fined to that part of the ſpermatic proceſs, 
which is below the opening in the abdo- 
minal - tendon ; and the veſſels generally 
become rather larger, as they approach 
nearer to the teſtis. In books, are to be 
found preſcriptions for leſſening the di- 


ſtended veins ; but I cannot ſay, that I ever 
ſaw any good effect, from ung e 


tions of any kind, ; 4; 10 
| In 
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I general, the teſticle is perfectly un- 
concerned in, and unaffected by this diſ- 
eaſe; but ſometimes it happens, that it 
makes its appearance very ſuddenly, and 
with acute pain; requiring reſt and eaſe: 

and ſometimes, after ſuch ſymptoms have 
been trinoved, I have ſeen the teſticle ſo 
: waſted, 65: 2 to n 


48K Ov. 


A Young fellow, on a vurdey, Wund 
himfelf one evening more than ordi- 
narily tired; and, as ſoon as he got to bed, 
was ſeized with a violent pain in his back; 
which (to uſe his own words) ſhot down 
into his ſtone. 
The pain was ſo great, as to oblige him 
to ſend for ſomebody immediately, who" 
Hed him freely : this produced no relief, 
Hor was the pain yet attended with any 
tumor of the ſcrotum, or teſticle ; or by 
any appearance whatever of the parts af- 
feed. The pain continued, without re- 
toiffioh, all the next day; he was again let 
blood, had a clyſter, and a gentle purge. 
On the thiid day, toward evening, the pain 


totally left him, and a fulneſs appeared in 
the 
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the groin, tending dawn toward the teſti- 
cle: this made him fo uncaſy ; that, finds 
ing the; apbthecary, who had the care of 
him,idub not ſeem clearly to know what. it 
was; he got into a poſt-chaiſe, 3 
home to London. nat 

His journey brought on a retura:of LF 
but by loſing ſome. more blood, keeping 
in bed, applying àn emollient pultice to 
the. groig, and ſuſpending the parts in a 
bag · trüſs, he became oaſy, and: all the tu- 
mefactian diſpetſed ; except a ſmall fulneſo 
of the. ſpermatic chord. occafioned/by the 
varicoſe ſtate af its veſſals. But this teſticla 
was ſo diminiſhed. as to be hardly: pe rea 
tible; and remains ſo;' to ai of mx 
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N oſtler, at an inn in Smithfield, wat 

by the fall of a horſe, thrown over his 
head, and his grointruck againſt the pom- 
mel of the ſaddle. It gave him exquiſite 
pain ¶ and he was hraught immediately to 
thec Hoſpital upon a ewe ere n 
had burſt himſelf. 1 5 1 GRID 
1 I Upon 
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Upon examination, no ſwelling appeat- 
ed, either of the teſticle or of the ſpermatic 
chord; but the pain (which he ſaid was 
exquitite) was conſined to that part of the 
latter, which is between the . 
the groin. 

| He was largely blooded, had par 
nd purge 3. his pain continued two days ; 
and when it left him, the ſpermatic veſſels 
became greatly varicoſe. No application, 
which: was made uſe of on this account, 
proved at all beneficial; that is, rendered 
the diſtended veſſels at all leſs; and, when 
be left the Hoſpital, he was perfectly free 
from pain; but his teſticle, ow that aw; 
was ſcarce diſcernible. 

once ſaw the ſame effect, fa m0 b. 
judicious application of a truſs, on a true 
cirſocele : the veſſels, by means of the 
preſſure, became inlarged to a'prodigious 
lize, but the teſticle Gnas to _— no- 


CASE xXXXVII. 


A Young gentleman, about twenty-five 

yearsold, after having heated himſelf 
much with exerciſe, went too ſoonintoa river 
noq 'd "x 
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to batlle. In tie middle of the etifuing 1 night, 
he was ſeized with a coldnefs, and ſhiver- 
ing; which were followed with great heat, 
and thirſt, and a flight ſweat. He ent 
for 'a furgeon,” who bled him and gave 
him a clyſter, ' badthim keep in bed, and 
drink plentifully. Next day, he gave him 
a laxative” men and Woke ber. 
draughts. n EA | 

For three ae His fever FER viitemit- 
ting; but on the fourth, he became cool- 
er, il was ſeized with a moſt acute pain in 
bis loins; for which he was again bled, and 
purged. On the fifth day, his back beeame 
eaſy ;'but both teſticles, cho very little ſwol- 
len, were ſo tender, as hardly to admit the 
touch; and, in a very few hours, the ſper- 
matic" veſſels were 16 diſtended, as to make 
an apparent tumor. By means of fomen- 
tation, pultice, and reſt, all uneaſineſs was 
adv a ussbt u fortnight; but, at the 
end of that time, both patient and ſurgeon 
were exceſſively aſtoniſhed, at not being 
able to find the teſticles. The latter came 
to London immediately, and deſired mi to 
exachine him, after having yr me >the 
'Preveding account. e nn 
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Phe ſpermatic veſtals ers full, and Kar 
 ricoſe; the waſa.deferenyia, tee. large, ang 
rather too hard; Mete alſo, the £pidydi- 
mides; but, there Was ngt, n either kde, . 

the, leaſt appearance af a, natural teſticle : 
flattened, compacfied;kind of membranous 
ſabſtance (which, I ſuppoſh,, ns, the tunica 
albugiaea) ſeemed. to hang.from.cach gpi- 


dydimis ; but there was not any. tfage. r 
Veſtige, of the glandular, a fen arr. 
of either teſtis. 5 

This i he gnly:time, 1 ener, G this 
— er en. . 
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I 8 in a dib aftherbady of the 
teſtiole; and, as the, term im plies, 
— 1 in: gensxal, in; ſuch; an altergtion, 
made in the ſtructure of it. as produces: a 
reſemblencs to a hardyfſeſhyduhſtance, in- 
-ſead. of that fine, ſoft, vaſcular texture. of 
which it is, in a natural and f, 

-gampoſed. = 
© 
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The antient writers have made a 


great 


number of diſtinctions, of. the different 


kinds of this diſeaſe, according to its dif- 
ferent appearances, and according to the 
mildneſs or malignity of the ſymptoms, 
with which it may chance to be attended. 
Thus, the ſarcocele, the hydro- ſarcocele, 
the ſcirrhus, the cancer, the caro adnata 
ad teſtem, and the caro adnata ad vaſa, 


which are really little more than deſcrip- 


tions of different ſtates and circumſtances of 
the ſame diſeaſe, are reckoned as ſo many 


different complaints, requiring a variety of 


treatment, and deriving their origin from 
a variety of different humors . 

Every ſpecies. of / ſarcocele, conſiſts pri- 
marily in an inlargement, induration, and 
obſtruction of the vaſcular part of the teſti- 
cle; but this alteration is, in different peo- 
ple, attended with ſuch a variety of cir- 

cumſtances, 


D 
* 


4 Humores eraſſi ſunt duo, pituita et melancholia, 


« e quibus tum ſchirrbi in aliis partibus, tum induratio- 
nes carne in teſticulis orĩiuntur. Tumor hic eſt du- 


« rus, tactui renitens, indolens, et fi exquiſitus ſit ſchir= 


te rhus ſenſu caret. Si a melancholia oriatur, color ſub- 
„ lividus; fi a pituita, colorem cutis non mutat ; fi'a 
« melancholia ſuperaſſata, dolor punctorius, et inequalis 
tumor; hic durus, ibi mollis.“ Fab. ab Aquapend. 


, 
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cumſtances, as to produce ſeveral different 
appearances; and to occafion the many di- 


ſtinctions which have been made. 


If the body of the teſticle, though in- 
larged, and indurated to ſome degree, be 
perfectly equal in its ſurface, void of pain, 
has no appearance of fluid in its tunica va- 
ginalis, and produces very little uneaſi- 
neſs, except what is occaſioned by its mere 
weight, it is uſually called a fimple farco- 
cele, or an indolent ſcirrhus. If, at the 
ſame time that the teſtis is inlarged, and 
hardened, there be a palpable accumulation 
of fluid in the vaginal coat, the diſcaſe has 
by many been named a hydro-farcocele. 'If 
the lower part of the ſpermatic veſſels, and 
the epidydimis were inlarged, hard, and 
knotty, they ſuppoſed it to be a fungous or 
morbid accretion; and called it the cato ad- 
nata ad vaſa; if the teſticle itſelf was un- 
equal in its ſurface, but at the ſame time 
not painful, they diſtinguiſhed it by the ti- 
tle-of caro adnata ad teſtem : if it was to- 
lerably equal, not very painful, nor fre- 
quently ſo, but at the ſame time hard and 
large, they gave it the appellation of an 
occult or benign cancer; if it was ulcera- 
ted, ſubject to frequent acute pain, to hæ- 

morrhage, 
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morrhage, &c. it was known by that of a 
malignant or confirmed cancer. Theſe dif- 
feremt appearances, though diſtinguiſhed by 
different titles, are really no more than ſo 
many ſtages (as it were) of the ſame kind 
of diſeaſe : and depend a great deal on ſe- 
veral accidental circumſtances ; ſuch as age, 
habit, manner of living, &c. It is true, that 


many people paſs ſeveral years with this 
diſeaſe, under its moſt favourable appear- 


ances, and without encountering any of 


its worſt; but on the other hand, there 
are many, who, in a very ſhort ſpace of 
time, run through all its ſtages. They, 
who are moſt converſant with it, know, 
how very convertible its mildeſt ſymptoms 
are, into its moſt dreadful ones; and how 
very ſhort a ſpace of time, often intervenes 
between the one and the other. 

There is hardly any diſeaſe, affecting the 
human body, which is ſubje& to more va- 


riety, than this is, both with regard to its 
firſt manner of appearance, and the — 


which it may undergo. 
Sometimes the firſt appearance is a mers, 
ſimple, inlargement, and induration of the 


body of the teſticle ; void of pain, without 


ent of ſurface, and producing no un- 
Q 2 | W 
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eaſineſs, nor inconvenience, except what is 
occaſioned by its mere weight. And ſome 
few people are ſo fortunate, to have it re- 
main in this ſtate, for a very conſiderable 
length of time, without viſible or material 
alteration. On the other hand, it ſome- 
times happens, that, very ſoon after its ap- 
pearance, in this mild manner, it ſuddenly 
becomes unequal, and knotty ; and is at- 
tended with very acute pains, darting up to 
the loins and back; but ſtill remaining en- 
tire, that is, not burſting through the inte- 
guments. Sometimes the fury of the diſeaſe ' 
brooks no reſtraint; but, making its way 
through all the membranes which enve- 
| lope the teſticle, it either produces a large, 
- foul, ſtinking, phagedenic ulcer with hard 
edges; or it thruſts forth a painful gleeting 
fungus, ſubje& to frequent hemorrhage. 
Sometimes (as I have already obſerved) 
an accumulation of water is made in the 
_ tunica vaginalis, producing that mixed ap- 
pearance, called the hydro- ſarcocele. 
Sometimes there is no fluid at all in the 
cavity of the tunica vaginalis; but the body 
of the teſticle itſelf is formed into cells, 
containing either a turbid kind of water, a 
ny ſanies, or a a fœtid matter. 
7 | Some- 
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Sometimes the diſorder ſeems to be 
merely local, that is, confined to the teſti- 


cle, not proceeding from a tainted habit, 
nor accompanied with diſeaſed viſcera ; the 


patient having all the general appearances, 
and circumſtances of health, and deriving 
his local miſchief from an external injury. 
At other times, a pallid, leaden counte- 
nance, indigeſtion, frequent nauſea, cholic 
pains, ſudden purgings, &c. ſufficiently in- 
dicate a vitiated habit, and diſeaſed viſce- 
ra; which diſeaſed viſcera may alſo ſome- 
times be diſcovered and felt. 

The progreſs alſo, which it makes from 
the teſtis upward, toward the proceſs, is 
very uncertain ; the diſeaſe occupying the 
teſticle only, without affecting the ſperma- 
tic proceſs, in ſome ſubjeAs, for a great 


length of time; while in others, it totally 


ſpoils the teſticle very ſoon ; and, almoſt as 
ſoon, ſeizes on the ſpermatic chord . 


* *ls. Theſe, 
4 This is the common language, and therefore I uſe 


it; but I would not be underſtood to mean, that the 


progreſs of the diſeaſe, is always and invariably upward, 
from the teſtis into the proceſs. I have ſeen the ſperma- 
tic proceſs truly cancerous, when the tefticle has been 
free from diſeaſe; and am well ſatisfied, from experi- 
ence, that a diſeaſed ſtate of the veſſels within the abdq- 
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"Thels, and ſome other circumſtances, to 
be mentioned hereafter, are materially ne- 
ceſlary to be obſerved ; as they characteriſe 
the diſeaſe; point out its particular nature 
and diſpoſition; and ſerve as marks,whereon 
to found our judgment, and prognoſtic of 
the moſt probable event, as well as the 
moſt proper method of treatment. Various 
have been the cauſes, to which theoretic 
and whimſical people have aſſigned this 
diſeaſe; but as a recital of conjectures can 
convey no inſtruction, or uſeful infor- 
mation, I ſhall paſs them over; and only 
take notice, that among the great number, 
which have been mentioned, there are two, 
which, though equally groundleſs with the 
reſt, have yet obtained a degree of credit, 
that may miſlead: theſe two are the hernia 
humoralis, and the hydrocele of the vagi- 
nal tunic, 25 
The hernia humoralis, is a defluxion of 
the inflammatory kind, proceeding, moſt 
frequently, from an irritation in that part 
of 'the urethra, where the vaſa deferentia, 
| | or 


men, or of the parts in connection with thoſe vellcls, 
may produce a morbid ſtate of the proceſs, proceeding 


downwards from thence : but the other i is by much the 
moſt — 
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or veficulz ſeminales terminate. It is at- 
tended with pain and heat, and moſt fte. 
quently fever; during the firſt, or inflamed 
ſtate of the diſeaſe, the whole compages of 
the teſticle is inlarged ; but when by reſt, 
evacuation, and proper applications that 
inflammation 1s calmed, there ſeldom or 
never remains, either fulneſs, hardneſs, or 
any other mark of diſeaſe in the glandulat 
part of the teſtis. The epidydimis, indeed, 
ſeldom eſcapes ſo well; that often conti- 
nues inlarged, and indurated, for a conſi- 
derable ſpace of time, but without pro- 
ducing, either pain or inconvenience ; and 
without occaſioning any alteration in the 
figure or ſtructure of what is called the 
body of the teſticle ; whereas the true ſar- 
cocele, or hernia carnoſa, moſt commonly 
begins by an indolent induration of that 
part of the teſtis, and affects the epidydi- 
mis ſecondarily; or, after it has already 
ſpoiled the vaſcular part of the gland. 

I would not be underſtood to mean, that 
a ſarcocele never follows a hernia humora- 
lis; there is no reaſon in nature, why it 
ſhould not: a hernia humoralis does not, 


Q 4 nor 


I fay moſt commonly, becauſe it is neither neceſſa- 
ly, nor always, 


4 
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nor can, prevent the teſticle, in any futuro 
time, from becoming ſcirrhous: I only 
ſay, that it does not, at any time, neceſſa- 
rily cauſe, or produce it. So alſo, with re- 
gard to the epidydimis, I do not mean to 
ſay, that it never is the primary and origi- 
nal ſeat of a ſcirrhus; I know that it is, 
and ſhall produce ſome inftances of it : nei- 
ther do I intend to fay, that a ſcirrhus ne- 
ver attacks an epidydimis, which has been 
previouſly hardened by a hernia humora- 
lis; there can be no reaſon, why it ſhould 
not: I only mean to ſignify, that it is my 
opinion, that the induration cauſed by a 
venereal hernia humoralis does not, at any 
time, neceſſarily produce a ſcirrhus. A 
ſcirrhus, indeed, may fall on that part, 
after it has been ſo diſeaſed; but it would 
as certainly have attacked it, if there had 
been no preceding affection of it. 
There is alſo a venereal affection of the 
teſticle, independant of a gonorrhea, or of 
any diſeaſe of the urethra. 

* This is ſeldom an early ſymptom ; and, 
| I do not remember, ever to have ſeen an 
inſtance, in which it was not, either im- 
mediately preceded, or accompanied, by 
ſame other e a venereal. 

It 
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It has neither the inequality, nor darting 
pains of the ſcirrhus, and always gives 
way to a mercurial proceſs, properly con- 
ducted. 

A quantity of water is frequently col- 
lected, in the vaginal coat of a truly ſcir- 
rhous teſtis. This has given riſe to the 
ſuppoſition, that the teſticle often becomes 
diſeaſed, from its being ſurrounded by, or 
ſwimming in the ſaid fluid: a ſuppoſition, 
W groundleſs. 

That ſcirrhous, and cancerous teſtes, 
very frequently are found to have a quan- 
tity of fluid, accumulated in the tunica va- 
ginalis of them, is beyond all doubt; but 
that ſuch teſticles become diſeaſed, in con- 
ſequence of being ſurrounded by ſuch fluid, 
or, in other words, that a fimple hydrocele 
may produce a . re is n no 
means true. 
The ſimple Ape is (as I have al 
f ready at large obſerved) a collection of wa- 
ter in the tunica vaginalis ; this fluid, in a 
natural and healthy ſtate of the parts, is 
ſmall-in quantity, and, by being conſtantly 
abſorbed, does not diſtend the cavity of the 
tunic, but only ſerves to keep that mem- 
brane from * any unnatural co- 
3 hoſing 
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hefion with the tunica 8 The 
regular abſarption of this fluid being by 
ſome means prevented, the quantity ſoon 
becomes conſiderable, and diſtending its 
containing bag, conſtitutes the diſeaſe, cal - 
led a hydrocele; but makes no morhid al- 
teration in the ſtructure of the teſticle *. . 

When the teſticle becomes inlarged in 
ſize, hardned in texture, craggy and un- 
equal in its ſurface, painful upan or after 
having been handled, attended with irre. 
Pains, ſhooting up the grain toward 
the back, and this without any previous 
inflammation, diſcaſc,. or injury from ex- 
ternal violenee, it is {aid to he affected with 
a ſcirthus. This, as I have already re- 
marked, is of different kinds, and degrees, 
and appears under different forms; but ab 
though the appearances, which the diſeaſe 
makes, are various, according to the alte- 
ration produced by it in the teſticle, yet, 
— ſuch morbid alteration may ohſtruct, 
or prevent the regular abſorption of the 

fluid W in the vaginal tunic, and oc- 
5 | caſion 


0 That is is, no ſuch alteration, as renders it painful, or 
incapable of executing its office ; and, conſequently, no 
ſuch alteration, as can ever require extirpation, or any 
ether chirurgical operation on the teſticle itſelf, 
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caſion a ſpecies of hydrocele; chat is, a tu- 
mor from water. 

This is that kind of diſeaſe, which, by 
Fabritius ab Aquapendente, is called by- 
dro-ſarcocele ; but which is fo very unlike 
to a ſimple hydrocele, that whoever mi- 
ſtakes the one for the other, will commit 
an error, which may prove very miſchie- 
vous to his patient, and W 
himfclf. 

In the true, ſimple hydrocele, the teſtis, 
though ſomewhat Jlaoſencd in its texture, 
and a little inlarged, yet preſerves very 
nearly its natural form; the collection is 
made without pain or uneaſineſs, and very 
ſoon becomes ſufficient to hide, or conceal, 
the teſticle; nor is the examination of ſuck 
tumor attended with any pain: but the 
increaſed - fize, and hardned ftate, of the 
ſcirrhous teſtis, renders it diſcoverable, 
through a much larger quantity of fluid, 
than will totally conceal the former. When 
felt, it will be found to be hard, and ge- 
nerally ſomewhat unequal, and not un- 
frequently attended with irregular ſhooting 
pains, eſpecially after having been exami- 
_ Ke 
In 
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In the ſimple hydrocele, the fluid di- 
ſtends the tunica vaginalis ſo equally, that, 
altho' it does not ſurround the teſticle (nor 
indeed can) yet it ſeems ſo to do: whereas 
in the hydro- ſarcocele, tho' the anterior part 
of the tumor may, in ſome meaſure, bear 
the appearance of a ſimple hydrocele ; yet, 
ah examination of its poſterior part will 
always diſcover the true nature of the caſes; 
to which may be added, that, under the 
| fame apparent magnitude, the latter will 
always be found to be EE heavier 
than the former, ._ 

25-4 ſhort, the name of this ſp pecies of dil. 

eaſe (hydro-ſarcocele) is, — 

very proper one, and capable of conveying 
a very juſt idea of 'its true nature, via. an 
accumulation, or collection of water in tho 
vaginal coat of a ſcirrhous, or diſeaſed 
teſticle ; but the majority of writers have, 
by ſuppoſing the water to be the cauſe, in- 


© This has been very judiciouſly remarked by Mr. Le 
Dran. ' Schenkius gives an account of a beginning ſar- 
cocele, which was miſtaken for an hydrocele ; upon 
which, a radical cure was performed by caſtration, Upon 
dividing the body of the teſtis, a quantity of thick fluid 
was diſcharged ; a thing by no means uncommon, but 
| which was here miſtaken for ſemen, The patient died, 
| not 
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ſtead ,of the conſequence of the diſeaſed 
ſtate of the teſtis, committed a very mate 
rial blunder, and endeavoured to eſtabliſh, 
and authorize a very prejudicial and de- 
ſtructive method of practice. For by con- 
ceiving, that the noxious quality. of the 
fluid produces a fungous or fleſhy excreſ- 
cence on the ſurface of the teſticle, they 
have ſuppoſed, that after having diſcharged 
the ſaid fluid from its containing bag, they 
could, either by eſtabliſhing a ſuppuration, 
or by uſing eſcharotic medicines, waſte or 
deſtroy the ſaid excreſcence, and obtain a 
radical cure of the whole diſeaſe. Now 

the ſcirrhoſity of the teſticle being the ori- 
ginal diſeaſe, and the extravaſation, a mere 
accident, ſuch treatment can never do any 
material good, and may often be the 1 
of very eſſential evil. 
Fabritius ab Aquapendente has ien a 


1 defcription of this ee 
he 


not long after the wound was healed; and the kidney on 
that ſide, and the parts about it, made a very morbid 
appearance. This appearance was by Schenkius ſuppoſed 
do be owing to the haſty cure of the hydrocele ; but was 
indeed the effect of the ſame virus, which had firſt ſpoiled 
the teſticle. Neither was the fluid in the body of it ſe- 
men, but ſanies or matter; à circumſtance moſt fre- 
quently met with in ſcirrhous teſtes. 
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he recommends, from having practiſed it 
_ with ſucceſs : his words are * modus fin- 
«-pylaris eſt quando hernia aquoſa cum 
« carnoſa miſta eſt; tunic enim primum in- 
* cide, et fac foramen in parte ſcroti que 
4 non ſit declivis, neque in funds ſoroti, ſed 
« circa medium; nee face admedum la- 
4 tum: et extracta aqua, turundam im- 
tt pone quam longiſſimam, medicamento, 
e pus moventi infectam, ut reſina terebin- 
« thinæ, cum thure, ovi vitello, et butyro; 
c emplaſtrum emolliens, et pus movens 
« applica, ut diachylon cum gummis, et 
* axungia porci: genitum autem pus, non 
s evacuetur per foramen, - ſed data opera 
tc intus ſervetur, ut contafFu ſuo, carnem 
« ſenfim putrefaciat. Neque innovanda 
&© medicamenta, niſi tota caro fuerit in 
ce pus converſa ; id quod longo fit tem- 
cc pore *. | | | 
Now, to paſs over the abſurdity of the 
doctrine of removing or diſſolving a fun- 
» « $j carnoſa, et aquoſa fit hernia, ego talem adhi- 
c beo curam ; ſeco cutem, et ineiſionem facio exiguan, 
cc et in loco potius altiore, quam in fundo : inde-turunda 
tc jmpoſita cum digeſtivo et pus movente medicamento 
* diutius procedo, neque unquam pus extraho, ſed per- 


e peruo bonam partem intus relinquo z quod ſetifim'ear- 
00 nem corrodits et ita ſanat. 
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gous excrefeence, by means of the putre- 
fying quality of matter; as well as the 
great diſturbance, which muſt be the con · 
ſequence of confining it within the tunica 
vaginalis ; it is very clear from theſe, and 
from every — circumſtance attending 


the tliſeafe in queſtion, that the caſes, which 


Fabritius had ſuccefsfully made his experi- 
ment upon, muſt have been mere, fimple 
hydroceles, attended with à ſmall degree 
of inlargement; but without "Wy NG 
fate of the teſticle. 
Ibis is one method of procuring a fad. 
cal cure of the ſaid diſeaſe: a method in 
ule, before Fabritins practiſed it; and ſtill, 
in ſome meaſure, employed: a method, 
which, in ſome inſtances, has always been 
ſucceſsful ; and which may, in general, be 
tried on any ſimple hydrocele, in a young 


and healthy ſubject. The cure (when it 


effects one) is not brought about by the 
deſtruction of an excreſcence from the te- 
ſticle, or the diſſolution of its ſuppoſed in- 
duration ; but merely by exciting ſuch an 
inflammation, as ſhall occaſion an adhe- 
fion of the tunica 'vaginalis to the tunica 
albuginea ; by which means, the cavity of 
the former is obliterated : the teſticle re- 
maining, 


— 
— — 
= — _ — — 
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maining, as to ſize and conſiſtence, jult as 
| it was before ſuch operation was perform- 
edi, But this, though practicable, and 
ſometimes ſucceſsful in the hydrocele, is 


not to be thought of, in the diſeaſed or 


ſcirrhous teſticle. The operation, as de- 
ſeribed by Aquapendente, conſiſts of two 
points; firſt to let out the water, and then 


to cauſe a plentiful ſuppuration. When 


the teſticle is really and primarily diſeaſed, 
and the extravaſation is a conſequence of 


ſuch diſeaſe, the diſcharge of the water 
from the cavity of the tunica vaginalis, 


whether by puncture, or by inciſion, can 


contribute nothing material toward a cure 
| | of 


Another method of treating this diſeaſe, in uſe be; 
fore Fabritius ab Aquapendente (as may be ſeen in Guido 
and others) and much preferable, if uſed in proper caſes, 
is the method by ſeton. 

This, as I have already obſerved, I have ſeveral times 
practiſed with ſucceſs, in thoſe who would not ſubmit to 
inciſion, or in whom it was by no means proper. 

Fabritius ab Aquapendente had a different, and that 


an erroneous, idea of this diſeaſe : he conceived, that | 


there was a fungous kind of excreſcence on the teſticle, 
and that this excreſcence required eroſion and deſtruction: 
this he aimed at accompliſhing, by means of the matter 


collected within; and therefore his principal aim was to 


confine and increaſe it, by making his puncture, for the 
introduction cf his tent, . 
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of the principal complaint, and is there- 
fore uſeleſs; but it may, in many caſes, do 
harm, by creating a diſturbance in parts, 
whole ſtate requires the moſt perfect quie= 
tude; and is therefore wrong. When the 
diſeaſe is a mere, | fimple hydrocele, the 
palliative cure, as it is called, by puncture, 
is right and neceſſary; it renders the life of 
the patient eaſy; rids him, every now and 
then, of a very troubleſome burden; 18 
perfectly ſafe ; may be performed, and re- 
peated occaſionally, at any time of the pa- 
tient's life, or in almoſt any ſtate of the diſ- 
eaſe; but the introduction of tents or ſe- 
tons, or the endeavour, by any means, to ex- 
cite inflammation, or to eſtabliſh ſuppuration 
| | within 


and by imbaibg it, b 0 55 dme, medicamentis ary 
moventibus. 
Had he been right in his idea, bis. praiice ball 

have been juſt ; but his conception of the diſeaſe was er- 
roneous, and his practice abſurd. The true rational in- 
tention ſhould be, to excite ſuch a degree of inflamma- 
tion, as may produce an union between the tunica vagi- 
nalis and the albuginea: the formation of matter is a 
mere accidental conſequence of this inflammation; and 
the means uſed to procure the end (provided it be pro- 
cured) cannot be too gentle. The matter is of no real 
uſe, and therefore it is ſo far from being neceſſary to con- 
ine it, that if the conjunction of the coats can be obtained, 
without the formation of any, it is ſo much the better. 


F 
# 
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within the tunica vaginalis, requires (even 
in the ſimple hydrocele, where the teſticle 


is unaffected) ſome little conſideration, and 
ought not to EVAN, or . IO put 
in practice. 

In ſome ages, habits, Ge. the ſymptoms 
will riſe very high, and occaſion both trou- 
ble and hazard; and if this be the caſe, 
when the teſtis. is not at all diſeaſed; and 
when there is no malignity, either in the 
local complaint, or in the habit of the pa- 
tient; what have we not to fear, where there 
is both; where the parts are already ſpoiled 
by diſeaſe, and where irritation and inflam- 
mation, may (and do) excite the moſt fa- 
tiguing ſymptoms, and the moſt direful 
confequences ? 

Beſide the hydro-ſarcocele, or lim pid ex- 
travaſation of fluid, in the cavity of the vagi · 
nal coat, (and which muſt therefore always be 


external to the teſticle) ſcirrhous and can- 


cerous teſtes are liable to collections of fluid, 
within the ſubſtance of them, under the 


tunica albuginea*. Theſe are ſometimes 


large, 
12K ern and judicious 
remark on this ſubject. Fabritius ab Aquapendente had 
teckoned a collection of fluid within the tunica albugines 


teſtis, among the kinds of hydrocele. This Meekren 
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large, and in one cavity; ſometimes ſmall, 
and in ſeveral diſtinct ones. They are alſo 


very different in nature, inUifferent. caſes} 


fometimes ſerous, ſometimes fariious ; 
ſometimes purulent, ſometimes bloody. 
Theſe are very apt to impoſe, on the inad- 
vertent and injudicious ; ' (eſpecially if they 
be attended with ſome degree of inflamma- 
tion in the ſłin;) and to induce an opinion 
of an abſceſs, or impoſthumation, which 
may be relieved, or cured, by an opening ; 
but, caveat operator. Theſe collections will 
be found to bear a much ſmaller propor- 


tion to the general ſize of the tumor, than 


they. who are not converſant-with them are 
inclined to apprehend: the ſubſidence after 
the opening has been made, will alfo be 
much ſmaller than was expected; and, in- 
ſtead of relief and eaſe, all the Ne 

R of 


does not po, but, having deſcribed the true Be 
of the vaginal coat, ſpeaks of this collection within the 
albuginea, as it really is; that is, as a conſequence of 
the diſcaſed ſtate of the gland. His words are: . Hies. 
« ronymus Fabritius ab Aquapendente, Part. I. de Ope- 
« rat, Chirurg. cap. 75, aquam in teſtibus congregari 
« docet eam quæ ex imo ventre ed defluit : at ertor eſt 
« (meo judicio) magni anatomici. Spatio enim eo, quod 
s eſt inter teſticulum et tunicam, imo in ſcroto ipſo, 
aqua ſzpius colligitur : nunguam in igſlibus ipfir, ni/7. 
wy « putreſcant. 


244 A TREATISE on 

of pain, ſwelling, inflammation, | Cc. will 
be increaſed and aggravated; and if the 
opening be conſiderable, it not infrequently 
happens, that an ill-natured fungus is thruſt 
forth ; which, by bleeding, gleeting, and be- 
ing horridly painful, diſappoints the ſurgeon, 
and renders the ſtate of the patient much 
more deplorable than it was before: nei- 
ther is this ſenſation, which is thought 
like the fluctuation of a fluid within the 
teſticle, to be at all times depended upon, 
as implying, that there is any fluid: at all 
there. The touch, in this caſe, is ſubject 
to great deception ; and I have ſeen a looſ- 
ned texture of the whole vaſcular ſtructure, 
or body of the teſticle, produce a ſenſation, 
ſo like to the fluctuation of a fluid, lying 
deep, as has impoſed on perſons of oo 
Judgment, and great caution. 

Many of the moſt eſteemed writers, on 
this part of ſurgery, either not being prac- 
titioners, or being afraid to differ from 
thoſe who have written before them, have 
lazily and ſervilely copied each other, and 
have thereby fallen into an obſcure j jargon, 
concerning this diſeaſe, which, neither them- 
ſelves, nor their readers, have underſtood. 
1 have . of the Wr teſticle, 

| the 
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the caro adnata ad teſtem, and the caro ad- 


nata ad ſpermiatica vaſa, as ſo many differen — | 
© 


diſeaſes, Tearing, different methods 
treatment. ene e 

The melancholia, the rateabiis; ant A 
certain \inexplicable aduſt ſtate of "hniricrs, 
are ſaid to he the cauſes of theſe different 
appearances” and the fleſhy ſubſtance ari- 
ſing from, or adhering to, the ſpermatic 
veſſels, is faid to be more benign, than ei- 
ther the fungus ariſing from the teſticle, or 
the true ſcirrhus. For the firſt, they have 
deſcribed an operation, which is coarſe, 
cruel, painful, and (notwithſtanding all that 
they have ſaid about it) unſucceſsful ; all 


which they muſt have known; if they had 


prattifed it. I, therefore, am much incli- 
ned to believe, that this is one of the many 
parts of antient ſurgery, which, having been 
deviſed by ſome one bold, hardy operator, 
and by him deſcribed, as practicable, has 
been related by many of his ſucceſſors, as 
practiſed. The ſecond, the caro adnata 
ad teſtem, they allow to be attended with 
more difficulty, as well as hazard, and ſel- 


dom to be attempted with ſucceſs? » 
1 They, 


« Ramex hæc inter excreſcentias annumerari pateſt, 
i cum fit additamentum ex toto preternaturale ; nec illi 


«6 inſunt 
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They, who. are under a neceſſity of 
forming their 9 qpinions principally from 
Gs. ak who have not frequent oppor- 
tunities of knowing from experience, how 
very little they are (in many caſes) to be 
depended upon, may be inclined to think, 
that all itheſe diſtinctions really exiſt; and 
that theſe operations by fire and ſwords by 
knives and cauteries, | ſo exactly deſcribed, 
muſt be ſometimes neceſſary; but having 
never in wb enen caſes, requiring 

ſuch 


x inſunt ſigna apoſtematis, . 


a 11 N e e 
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te excotietur uſque ad ſuperiora ; deinde extrahe didy- 
te mum et teſticulum, et libera eos 2 omni parte ex Ila 
tt carnoſitate. Brunus. 

Fit etiam hernia: eee eee eee 
t preter naturam naſcente juxta teſticulum; et tune pel- 


te carriofitate illa a corio exteriori uſque, Berus tt 
« abſeindatur. Rolandus. 

Cura ejus non poteſt fieri niſi cum mand pellem ex- 
tt terjorem ſcindendo, et carnem a teſticulis ſcarnando, 
te et incarnatum auferenda,” Lanfranc, ; 

- « Scinde pellem teſticuli cum raſotio uſque ad teſticu- 
lum, et tune carnoſitatem, quam invenis removeas et 


r excarhes totaliter a teſtieulo.” Gul. e Saliceto. 


* Notandum eſt in hanc operatione num caro Concre- 
£2 yerit circa tunicas; ; an circa ipſos teſtes; ; numque fir- 
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fuch treatment, have a very imperſect idea, 
either of them, or of the operations ; and 
are, to the laſt degree, alarmed and intimi- 
dated, when any thing, which they think 
is like to it, occurs to them in practice. To 
fuch, it may not be amiſs to explain this 
matter, in as few words às I can; begs 


ging pardon ef che more inteligent en 


for the digreſſion. 
In the ſhort anatomical account, which 
q have given of theſe parts, I have taken 
E R 3 | no- 


. 0 iter a an, minus 1 ah ſubſtantiz. Inci- 
« dendum eſt totum ſcrotum uſque ad carnem concre- 
tam, quæ ſi quidem valenter haud ſit affixa, vel ſum- 
„mis digitis, vel manubtiolo ſcalpente, a teſte vel tuni- 
4 cis, ſenſim fit auferenda,” Fabritius ab Aquspendente. 
Caro item ſæpiſſime teſticulis, ut eorum tunicis ad- 
« naſcitur, ſeroſus enim humor. ie nonnunquam acris 
« factus venas .capillares, membranaſque leviter erodit. 
Hine pars illa ſanguinis que paulatim exſudat: quz- 
<< que optima et laudabilis eſt, beneficio caloris innati, 
« in carneam ſubſtantiam concreſcit, c. reliquum vero 
„ ſanguinis quod ſeroſum eſt, paulatim membranas to- 
te tumque ſcrotum adeo extendit, ut caro iſta quæ teſti- 
« culo adberet, digitis palpari non poſſit. 
Fabritius Hildanus. 
| « Secandum eſt ſcrotum, et detegenda caro, et a teſte 
« deradenda vel a vaſis, &c.” Gab. Fallopius,, _ 
The falſe reaſoning, the want of anatomical know- 


ledge, the cruelty, and inutilizy, of the propaled opera- 
tions, and the terrible conſequences, which mult follow 
from 


— — — — — — 
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notice, that the 2 veſſels terminate 
in the teſticle: and that, after the ſemen 
= been ſecreted from the blood, it paſſes 
from that gland, into a body which ſeems 
ſuperadded to, although it be really conti- 
nuous with it. This body is therefore cal- 
led the epididymis, and is ſo placed, with 
regard to the teſtis, that a heedleſs or un- 
informed obſerver may ſuppoſe, that the 
ſpermatic veſſels terminate in it; eſpecial- 
*. if it be inlarged by diſeaſe. It takeg 
its riſe from the teſticle, by a number of 
veſſels, called, from t their office, vaſa effe- 
inn d 8 g JA 15 70 m__ rentia ; 


* - ; g 3% 1 


bew their ir bei put in prattce are too glaring to need 
atiy comment: and ſuch as mult incline every reaſonlble 
man, to hope that theſe authors (and a great multitude 
of others, who might be named) did in this part of fur- 
gety, as they have done in many other; that is, copy 
each other in the precepts relative to the cauſe and treat- 
ment of this diſeaſe, but did not put their directions often 
into practice. The imperſect ſtate of anatpmy, in the 
time of the above · cited writers, may be admitted as an 
excuſe for them; but even very. late ones haye fallen i into 
the ſame ertor. a 

e In the fungous e the teſtis, when Fa, 
<« ſatme is not over · grown, you are to make way there- 
„ to; which is then to be conſumed, by eſcharotics or 
by the actual cautery. „ urber. 

di quid vero carnis enatum a teſticulo deprehendi- 
60 Ne . 1 hominem aMMigat, nec diſeuti ta- 
' : . 40 men 
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rentia: theſe ſoon become one tube, which 
being convoluted, and contorted, in a moſt 


wonderful manner forms the greater part 
of the ſaid body; and at laſt, ceaſing to be 
ſo convoluted, it ends in one firm canal, 
called the vas deferens; by which, the ſe- 
ereted ſemen is conveyed from un teſticle 
to the veſicule ſeminales. ' 

"Whoever will attentively confides the | 
epididymis in its natural poſition, with re- 
gard to the teſticle, and ſpermatic veſſels, 
will ſee, that if it be enlarged, beyond ita 
proper ſize, it will extend itſelf upward, 

it + „nn bod 
<« men per adhibita medicamenta convenientia queat, 
« tum {i teſticulus integer adhuc eſt, atque illibatus, fe- 
te [iciter"ut plurimum ſanari noxa poterit, ipſeque teſti- 
culus ſervari z dummodo quicquid præter naturam ſu- 
<< per jncrevit,, deoperto ſeroto, quam exactifime ab eo 
% ſolvatur, atque reſcindatur.“ 

« Quod fi autem ipſum teſticulum invaſerit ; = ex- 
« ſcindi etiam propter nimios cruciatus, vel ſimiles alias 
s cauſas, indedore prominentes partes nequeant, neceſſa- 
rium utique erit, vel univerſum teſticulum, vel quan- 
% dam faltem zus partem, modo jam propoſito exicin- 
« dere.“ Heiler. 

To ſet aſide the ſtrange distinction between the © caro . 
© enata a teſticulo,” and that quez ipſum teſticulum 
e invaſerit, (a diſtinction taken from books only) I 
believe, I may venture to ſay, that the Profeſſor neyer 
found, 'that the operations, which he deſcribes and ad- 
viſes, were attended with ſucceſs ; and, I hope, that he 
bas not often ſeen them performed. 
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connected with them, and to bear the re- 
ſemblance of a — _ ringing 
from them. 51 1 5143!) 
his is the caſe, called. ent cans 
as vala ſpermatica ; and:is-really and truly 
nothing more, than an inlargement of the 
epididymis: a circumaſtance, which occurs 
not infrequently; but does not imply any 
malignity, either in the part or in the pa- 
tient's habit; and can never require ſueh a 
borrid operation, as dur forefathers have 
directed us to en it: nor, in- 
deed, any at all. 

The epididymis is frequently inlarged ; 
in 'venereal caſes, either ſeparately, as in 
the remains of a hernia humoralis; or to- 
gether with the teſticle, in that affection 
of it, which I have called the venereal ſar- 
cocele ; and ſometimes from mere relaxa- 
tion of its natural texture, without any diſ- 
eaſe at all. But in none of theſe can it re- 
quire, or even admit, any manual operation 
af any kind. Indeed, whoever will conſi- 

der the epididymis, as it really is, as the 
medium by, and through which the ſemen 
is conveyed from the teſticle to the vas de- 


ferens, muſt * be ſenſible of the 
5 gla- 


the HYDRO CEL R. Ge. 252 
: 8 * 5 _ 


"The Cinbus and e very 
aden begin in this part; they moſt fre 
quently make their firſt attack, on the body 
of the teſtis : and, though theiepididymis 
is often cancerous, yet, it moſt frequently 
becomes' { ſecondarily, or after the teſti- 
cle s ſpoiled; that the removal of it, if 
practicable, could ſetve no good purpaſe: 
it would not remove the diſeaſe; ſor that 
has, before · hand, moſt commonly taken 
poſſeſſion of the teſticle; and the cutting 
ff any part of a ſeirrhous or cancerous tu- 
mor of any kind, is what no man, who has 
the: leaſt knowledge of what he . 
will ever think of” + 

In ſhort, theſe two caſes, which, by: the 
lnattention and miſrepreſentation of our an- 
ceſtors, have created ſuch perplexity in the 
minds of their readers, are either a ſimple 
inlargement of the epididymis, without 
any morbid alteration in its ſtructure; or a 
diſcaſed (that is ſcirrhous) ſtate of the 
ſame part; or elſe, a ſcirrhous or canoe- 
rous teſticle, with inequality of ſurface; 
The firſt of theſe requires po manual ope- 
ration of any kind; and the two hſt will 

9 ad- 
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in ſuch a-manner, as to ſeem to be cloſely - 
connected with them, and to bear the re- 
ſemblance of a EG _ Hringing 
from them. 2 
. This is the caſe, called. the caro — 
2 vaſa ſpermatiea; and is really and truly 
nothing more, than an inlargement of the 
epididymis: a circumſtance, which occurs 
not infrequently; but does not imply any 
malignity, either in the part or in the pa- 
tient's habit; and can never require ſuch a 
horrid operation, as dur forefathers have 
directed us to perform upon it: nor, 1 
deed, any at all. 
The epididymis is frequently inlarged; 
in venereal caſes, either ſeparately, as in 
the remains of a hernia humoralis; or to- 
gether with the teſticle, in that affection 
of it, which I have called the venereal ſar- 
cocele; and ſometimes from mere relaxa- 
tion of its natural texture, without any diſ- 
eaſe at all. But in none of theſe can it re- 
quire, or even admit, any manual operation 
of any kind. Indeed, whoever will conſi- 
der the epididymis, as it really is, as the 
medium by, and through which the ſemen 
is conveyed from the teſticle to the vas de- 


ferens, muſt immediately be ſenſible of the 
gla- 
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glaring an of removing m = of 
it. © i345 "$4 e247 

The Cirrhus ind cancer do not very 
often begin in this part; they moſt fre- 

quently make their firſt attack, on the body 
of the teſtis: and, though the epididymis 
is often cancerous, yet, it moſt frequently 
becomes ſo ſecondarily, or after the teſti- 
cle is ſpoiled : ſo that the removal of it, if 
practicable, could ſerve no good purpoſe : 
it would not remove the diſeaſe; for that 
has, before- hand, moſt commonly taken 
poſſeſſion of the teſticle; and the cutting 
ff any part of a ſcirrhous or cancerous tu- 
mor of any kind, is what no man, who has 
the leaſt knowledge of what he is about, 
will ever think off. 

In ſhort, theſe two caſes, which, by the 
inattention and miſrepreſentation of our an- 
ceſtors, have created ſuch perplexity in the 
minds of their readers, are either a ſimple 
inlargement of the epididymis, without 
any morbid alteration in its ſtructure ; or a 
diſeaſed (that is ſcirrhous) ſtate of the 
ſame part; or elſe, a ſcirrhous or cance- 
rous teſticle, with inequality of ſurface, 
The firſt of theſe requires po manual ope- 
ration of any kind; and the two hſt will 

J ad- 
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admit of none: the firſt is no diſeaſe at all; 
and the two laſt are ſuch diſeaſes, that every 
attempt made on them, by knife or cauſtic 
(unleſs for total extirpation) muſt render 
them worſe, and more intractableQ. 
The manner of treating a ſarcocele, or 
hernia carnoſa, depends entirely on the 
particular nature and ſtate of each indivi- 
dual caſe. In ſome, it will admit of pal- 
lation only; in others, the diſeaſe may be 
eradicated, by the extirpation of the part: 
ſo that under the article of method of cure, 
we have only to conſider, and point out, as 
clearly as the nature of the diſeaſe will per- 
mit, what ſtates and circumſtances, both 
of it, and of the patient labouring under it, 
forbid the operation, and an b it 
adyiſcable, 

On this head, great variety of opinions | 
will be found among writers; ſo great, that 
a man, who is under a neceſſity of forming 
his judgment from them, will find himſelf 
under ſome difficulty how to act: and fo 
great, that I cannot help thinking it to be 
clear, that the majority have not written 
from practice, but from mere conjecture, or 
from the de of thoſe who bare gone be- 


tore tem. l 1; 


=y 53 


_ 


2 Some e 
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Some have given it, as their opinion, 
that while the teſticle is perfectly indolent 
| (let the alteration in its ſtructure, form, or 
conſiſtence be what it may) it is better to 
ſuffer it to remain, than to remove it. In 
ſupport of this opinion, they ſay, that al- 
though the diſeaſe has plainly taken poſ- 
ſeſſion of the part, yet, while it cauſes no 
pain, the conſtitution receives no damage 
from it; nor is the health of the patient 
impaired by it; whereas, by removing the 
teſticle, the ſame virus may ſeize on ſome 
part of more conſequence to life. This 
method of reaſoning takes for granted, two 
things, which do not appear to be ſtrictly 
or conſtantly, true; viz. that this diſeaſe is 
never perfectly local; and that a ſcirrhous 
teſticle, though free from pain, will not in 
time produce any evil to the general habit 
of the patient. Others adviſe us to ſtay, 
until the tumor becomes painful, and ma- 
nifeſtly increaſes in ſize, or acquires a ſen- 
ſible inequality of ſurface ; that is (in other 
words) until it begins to alter from a quiet 
ſtate, to a malign one: which advice, as 
well as the preceding, ſuppoles, that the 
hazard of the mere operation of caſtration 
is too great to render it an adyiſcable thing, 

until 
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until the patient is preſſed by bad: ſymp- 
toms; and that a ſcirrhous teſticle, which 
has been quiet, and free from pain for ſoma 
time, may be as ſucceſsfully; extirpated, af- 
ter it is become painful, · and has acquired 
a malignant and threatning ſtate, as at any 
time before ſuch alteration. The latter of 
theſe will hardly be admitted (I believe) 
by thoſe, who form their opinions from 
experience; and with regard to the former, 
I can, with great truth, affirm, that I ne- 
ver ſaw the mere operation of caſtration, 
when performed in time, and on a proper 
ſubject, prove fatal. 

Many people have I known, who have 
lived ſeveral years, their whole lives, per- 
fectly free from diſeaſe, after the removal 
of quiet, indolent, ſcirrhous teſticles; and 
ſeveral have I known, who having defer- 
red- the operation, until they were urged 
by pain, increaſe of fize, and inequality of 
the tumor, have, from the ſore becoming 
cancerous, not been able to obtain a cure : 
that I have ſeen the ſame thing happen, 
after the removal of a teſticle, circum- 
ſtanced in the beſt manner, is beyond all 
doubt; but not near fo frequently, as in 


thoſe * in which the operation has 
been 
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been deferred, until the ſymptoms became 
alarming, and the diſeaſe had ehanged its 
appearance, from a benign quiet one, to 
one that was malign and painful. Indeed, 
were we capable of knowing, with certain 
ty, which thoſe ſcirrhi were, that would 
remain quiet and inoffenſive through life, 
or for a great length of time, and which 
would not, we ſhould then be enabled, to 
adviſe or diſſuade the operation, upon much 
better (that is much ſurer) grounds, than 
at preſent we are able to do. We have no 
ſuch degree of knowlege; all our judg- 
ment is formed upon the mere recollection 
of what has happened to others, in nearly 
ſimilar circumſtances ; and experience, tho' 
the beſt general guide, is, in theſe caſes, 
more fallacious than in many others. 

A few people there certainly have been, 
; who have been ſo fortunate to carry a ſcir- 

rhous tefticle through many years, with 
little or no pain or trouble : but the num- 
ber of thoſe, in whom time (and that fre- 
quently a ſhort ſpace) change of conſtitu- 
tion, external accidental injury, &c. do not 
make ſuch an alteration in this diſeaſe, as 
to render the operation leſs likely to be 
—— than it would have been at firſt, 


and, 
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and, under more favourable circumſtances, 
is ſo ſmall, that I think early caſtration 
(that is, as ſoon as the diſeaſe is fairly 
formed and charaQteriſed) may be recom- 
mended and practiſed by every honeſt and 
judicious ſurgeon ®. 
Indeed, 


= Scirrhous and cancerous tumors are found in many | 
parts of the body, as well as in the teſticle ; and in all 
others, as well as in that, bear different characters; that 
is, ſhow a greater or leſs diſpoſition. to malignity ; re- 
maining ſometimes of ſmall ſize, and eaſy for many years; 


at others, increaſing faſt, and ſoon producing great pain, 


and all its bad conſequences. 

Of all the kinds of this diſeaſe, thoſe which follow 
upon ſome external violence (ſuch as blow, bruiſe, &c.). 
are thought, and ſaid to be, the leaſt ; therefore, great 
regard has always been paid to this diſtinction by writers, 
and great hopes conceived from this circumſtance by pa- 
tients. I wiſh I could fay, that ſuch hopes were always 
as well founded, as they are thought to be: I mean, that 
experience moſt frequently verified them. 

When a ſcirrhus ſeizes a part, that has previouſly 
ſuſtained an injury from without, ſuch probable cauſe is, 
undoubtedly, a favorable circumſtance : but it does not, 
by any means, neceſſarily follow from thence, that the 
conſtitution of ſuch perſon is free from taint, It is a pre- 
ſumption, but not a proof: and this preſumption becomes 
more reaſonable, if the diſcaſed ſtate of the part follows 
ſuch accidental i injury ſoon, than if it appears at a great 
diſtance of time. 

No'man will pretend to ſay, that ſuch miſchief has not 
deen done by outward violence, that cancerous diſorders 

have 
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Indeed, the circumſtances of frequent 
pain, and a manifeſt tendency to an increaſe 
of fize, are by ſome -people looked on, as 
ſuch marks 6f a malignant diſpoſition, that 
they have been, by them, reckoned as diſ- 


ſuaſives from the operation. 
* But 


have not followed, in the parts fo injured, in perſons, 
who, before ſuch accident, never had any appearance of 
ſuch diſorder ; and who poſſibly might have lived many 
years, nay their whole life, without its appearing in ſuch 
form and manner: but that, previous to ſuch accident, 
there was no cancerous diſpoſition, or malignity in the 
habit, is an inference which cannot be admitted. 

What diſorders of the joints do we ſee, produced by 
very light injuries done to them? diſorders which are 
clearly and plainly ſerophulous, and which would not have 
appeared at that time, or in that part, had it not been for 
ſuch accident: but ſurely no man will from thence con- 
clude, that ſuch people have no ſcrophulous taint in their 
blood, | or glands, previous to ſuch ſtrain or bruiſe, How 
many internal parts are there for this diſeaſe, as well as 
ſome others, to make its attack upon; but which, by 
being out of ſight, and not deemed objects of ſurgery, are 
not known ; and paſs either for other diſeaſes, or for the 
ſymptoms of other diſeaſes ? what tumors of the lum- 
bal glands and meſentery ; what obſtructions in all parts 
of the contents, both of the abdomen and thorax, do we 

not find, upon examining the dead, whoſe diſorders were 
very little known or underſtood while they were living ; 
but whoſe prevailing indiſpoſition, whoſe natural dyſcra- 


ſia, would, moſt probably, have ſhewn itſelf in ſome more 
viſible 
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But theſe gentlemen carry their fears and 
apprehenſions, much too far the other way. 
Pain, and a quick increaſe of fize, ate cer- 
tiny no favourable 4 they ſhew 

2 


viſible * if * part had accidentally ſuffered from 
external violence ? 

All that we from experience know, and therefore all 
that we ought honeſtly to ſay on this occaſion, is, that jt 
has very often happened, that where that kind of diſor- 
der, which produces ſcirrhous or cancerous tumors, has 
been brought into action, by external i Injury (whether it 
be in the breaſt, teſticle, or any other part, it matters 
not;) or when ſuch kind of diſeaſe has ſeized ſuch part, 
no preceding violence having been offered to it; and h 
therein occaſioned a fixed, but indolent kind of fwelling, 
which has either remained a long time of one fize and ſtate ; 
or if it has altered, has altered very ſlowly, and given the 
patient but little uneaſineſs; if ſuch tumor has been ſo ſitu- 
ated and circumſtanced, that it could ſafely be extirpa- 
ted, or removed, that ſuch removal, or extirpation, has 
often cured the preſent evil; and that the patient has re- 
mained free from any thing of like ſort, during his or her 
life. 

This is true, and therefore is, and ever will be, a ſuf - 
cient reaſon, for preſſing ſuch operation, when all other 
circumſtances are favorable: that the patient may keep 
well after it, is by no means improbable; that the ſcit- 
rhus would remain, through life, indolent and inoffenſive, 
is very improbable. But whoever boldly aſſerts, that 
ſuch extirpation will always and certainly eure the diſ- 
Eaſe, is very inexperienced, or is wilfully gvilty of a de- 
ception (the two diſtinguiſhing marks of a quack, who 
always promiſes, what he either does not Know, or does 
not believe.) When 
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a diſpoſition to miſchief; but they are not 


| ſuch poſitive proofs of a cancerous habit, as 


to render all hope of a cure, from the. re- 
moval of the diſeaſed part, yain z there are 
8 2 many 


| When a ſcirchus or eancet is fayourably circumſtan- 
ced, and ſo ſituated, as that it may be extirpated, ſuch ex- 
tirpation is indeed the only remedy ; and that method, by 
Which ſuch extirpation can be moſt certainly and expedi- 
tiouſly executed, is, beyond all doubt, the beſt, 
The two in uſe, are the knife and the cauſtic, The 
former, in the hand of a ſurgeon, who is an anatomiſt, 
has every advantage which can be deſired or ſuppoſed : it 
gives leſs. pain, is more ſecure, and more expeditious ; 


but it impreſſes on the patient, the apprehenſion. of an 
operation, and the fear of an hamorrhage. The uſe of 


cauſtic is infinitely more painful, not only in immediate 
ſenſation, but in duration; it often requires tepetition ; 
it is leſs manageable, leſs ſecure z and the great length of 
time, which the ſeparation of the mortified parts ſome- 
times takes up, renders it very tedious. But it is attended 


with two citcumſtances, which have greatly conttibuted 
to the ſupport of cancer- quackery: one is, that it ſpares 


the patient, the horror of an operation ; which, though 


- infinitely leſs painful than the effect of the cauſtic, is not 


believed to be fo: the other is, that the ragged appear- 
ance, which the bottom and ſides of the parts make, after 


having been removed by ſuch application; is fo unlike to 


the ſmoothneſs of that, which has been removed by inci- 
ſion, that ignorant people are eaſily induced to believe, 
what the deſigning always tells them, viz. that the me- 
dicine has taken their diſeaſe out by the roots ; and that the 
ragged parts, which they ſee, are ſuch roots. , 

| t 


- 
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many inſtances to the contrary ; and though 
.no- honeſt, or judicious man, will venture 
to promiſe ſucceſs, even in the moſt favo- 


rable of theſe caſes, yet, it is well known, 
that 


It is amazing, what weight this ſingle circumſtance 
has with many, and even with ſome ſenſible people; few 
of whom can be perſuaded to believe, what is as true, as 


any propoſition in Euclid, viz. that a eauſtic, of equal 


ſtrength, applied on any glandular part of any 'perſon, 


will always produce exactly the ſame effect, and appear- 


ance, as, in this caſe, paſſes * roots ox 
branches of the diſeaſe. 

When nurſes and quacks talk of the daes roots ; of a 
cancer, and of cancerous fermentations, they are excuſa- 
ble; the one from their ignorance, the other from the 
nature of their trade; but when they, who pretend to 
ſome kind of medical ne uſe this kind of lan- 
guage, it is ſhameful. 

If either the fears of the patient, or ** denke Cir- 
cumſtances of the part to be removed, render the uſe of 
cauſtic preferable, or neceſſary, every practitioner is well 
acquainted with thoſe which are perfectly efficacious ; 
but every practitioner alſo knows, that good reaſons, for 
preferring the uſe of them to the knife, very ſeldom oc- 
cur: it is in this, as in the attempts towards a radi- 
cal cure for ruptures, and ſome other parts of ſurgery, 


we are cenſured where we ought to be applauded, and 


blamed. for thoſe very things, from whence we ought to 


. derive praiſe. We have laid aſide certain methods and 


proceſſes, becauſe we found them (upon experience) to 
be painful, hazardous, and ineffectual; and theſe very 


methods, deſtructive and fallible as they are, have given 
credit 
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that they, which have had very unpromi- 
ſing appearances, not only from the ſtate of 
the teſticle, but from that of the ſperma- 


tic chord, have ſucceeded often enough, to 
8 3 make 


credit and honor to thoſe, who have had ignorance and 
inhumanity enough to revive them. 

We are not yet ſo happy, as to be poſſeſſed of any me- 

dicine, which will cure a cancerous habit: when the 
conſtitution is thoroughly infected, neither our knives or 
cauſtics will avail ; they can only remove the local miſ- 
chief, but can have no effect on the general one in the 
conſtitution. Whoever ſays otherwiſe, ſays what is not 
true ; and whoever believes otherwiſe, is impoſed upon. 
When the habit is concerned, as it toe frequently is, it 
muſt be an internal remedy that proves a ſpecific, when- 
ever we are ſo happy as to be bleſſed with the diſcovery. 
The ſuppoſition, that an eſcharotic can, by deſtroying a 
particular part, eradicate the diſeaſe from the habit, is 
(one would be inclined to ſuppoſe) too groſs an abſurdi- 
ty, for the moſt credulous believer to ſwallow ; and yet, 
it is believed, and truſted to every day. Indeed, it ſome- 
times happens, in the treatment of theſe caſes, that either 
the arrival of puberty, a favourable turn in a conſtitution, 
or the renewal of long obſtructed evacuations (eſpecially 
uterine ones) ſhall reſtore the patient to a better ſtate of 
health, and prevent either the farther progreſs of the diſ- 
order, or any new appearance of it in any other place, In 
this caſe, if the extirpation was made by an external ap- 
plication, and not by an inſtrument, ſuch application 1s 
thoughe to have wrought the cure, and has all the credit 
of doing, what it really had no ſhare in then, what it 
never can do, nor have the appearance of doing again, 
but in the like. accidental circumſtances. | 
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make the chance of a cure, by the opera- 
tion, by no means a deſperate one, The 
ſtate of a man left to his fate, in theſe cir- 
cumſtances, that is, to the fury and pro- 
greſs of the diſeaſe, is ſo truly miſerable, 
that nothing ſhould be left unattempted, 
which carries with it any probability of be- 
ing ſerviceable: and a practitioner is vin- 
dicable, in preſſing what he has known to 
be ſucceſsful; though, at the ſame time, 
he ought to make a guarded kind of pro- 
gnoſtic, 
D pon the whole, I think it may juſtly 
be ſaid, that the man, who has the misfor- 
tune to be afflicted with a truly ſcirrhous te- 
ſticle, has very little chance (notwithſtand- 
ing all that has been ſaid and written about 
ſpecifics) to get rid of it by any means, but 
by extirpaticn : and all the time the ope- 
ration is deferred, he carries about him 2 
part, not only uſeleſs and burthenſome, but 
which is every day liable, from many cir- 
cumſtances (both external and internal) to 
become worſe, and more unfit for ſuch ope- 
ration. | 

While the teſticle is fmall, and free 
from acute or frequent pain, the veſſels, 
from which it is dependent, are moſt fre- 


3 quently 
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quently ſoft, and free from diſeaſe; where - 
as, when the teſtis. has been ſuffered to at- 
tain a conſiderable ſize, the caſe is fre- 
quent, otherwiſe : the ſpermatic veſſels 
are often large and varicoſe; and the cel- 
lular membrane inveſting them, ſometimes 
becomes thick, and contracts ſuch connec- 
tions and adheſions; which, though they 
may not amount to an abſolute prohibition 
of the operation, do yet render it tedious, 
troubleſome, and more hazardous than it 
would be in other circumſtances. ' Every 
addition to the original complaint in the 
body of the gland, is againſt the patient; 
and if any of theſe are the conſequence of 
not having removed it in time, it will fol- 
low, that the ſooner. it is removed, the bet- 
ter. If we wait, for what ſome call indi- 
cations of the neceſſity of operating, we 
ſhall often ſtay, until it will do no good. 
Many a one have I ſeen loſe a very pro- 
bable chance of a cure by delay: but I do 
not remember, ever to have ſeen a teſticle 
removed, by a man of judgment, which te- 
ſticle did not, upon examination, fully vin- 
dicate the extirpation. If we were poſſeſſed 
of any medicine, either external or inter- 
nal, which had been known now and then 
S 4 . 1 
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to have diflolved ſcirrhi, it would always 


be right, to recommend the trial of them 
previous to an operation; and it would 
always be right, to defer operating, un- 
til ſuch trial had been made. But the truth 
is, we know no ſuch medicine. The cre- 
dulous on the one hand, and the deſigning 
on the other, have told us many ſtrange 
ſtories of cures effected, by ſuch applica- 
tions and remedies; and I do molt ſincerely 
wiſh, that what each of them have ſaid 
was true : but repeated, faithful experience 
has proved that it is not; and that they, 
who have placed their confidence in them, 
or laid out their money on them, have been 
diſappointed and cheated, 

Some circumſtances there are, now and 
then attending this diſeaſe, which are out 


of our ſight, and out of our knowledge, and 
which will render all our pains abortive; 
ſuch are tubercles, indurations, and other 


diſeaſed appearances in the cellular mem- 
brane enveloping the ſpermatic veſſels 
within the abdomen ; ſcirrhous viſcera, 


&c. If any of theſe can be known, they 


conſtitute a good reaſon, for not attempt- 
ing the cure by the operation; but the 
mere poſſibility, that ſuch may exiſt, is 

CCT'y 
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certainly no reaſon for abſtaining from it: 
the apparent evil, that is the diſeaſed teſtis, 
is certain, the other may or may not be the 
caſe ; the one, if left to itſelf, is moſt likely 
to deſtroy the patient in a moſt miſerable 
and tedious manner, and the other, the ſuſ- 
pected miſchief, may poſſibly not exiſt. 

But though the timely and proper re- 
moval of a ſcirrhous or cancerous teſticle, 
does frequently ſecure to the patient life, 
health, and eaſe, which, in ſuch circum- 
ſtances, are not attainable by any other 
means; yet it muſt be remarked, that the 
improper or untimely performance of the 
operation, is not only not attended with 
ſuch happy and ſalutary event, but gene- 
rally brings on high ſymptome, and quick 
deſtruction. It, therefore, behoves every 
practitioner, to be perfectly well acquaint- 
ed, not only with ſuch circumſtances as 
render caſtration practicable and adviſeable, 
but with thoſe which prohibit ſuch at- 
tempt. 

Theſe are of two kinds: and relate ei- 
ther to the general habit of the patient, and 
the diſorders and indiſpoſitions of ſome of 
the viſcera, or to the ſtate of the teſticle, 
and ſpermatic chord. 

2 A 
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A pale, fallow complexion, in thoſe who 
uſed to look otherwiſe; a wan countenance 
and loſs of appetite and fleſh, without any 
acute diſorder ; a fever of the hectic kind; 
and frequent pains in the back and bowels, 
are, in thoſe, who arc afflicted with a ſcir- 
rhous teſticle, ſuch circumſtances as would 
induce a ſuſpicion of ſome latent miſchief, 
and inclineone to ſuppoſe, that the ſame kind 
of virus, which had apparently ſpoiled the 
teſtis, may alſo have exerted its malign influ- 
ence on ſome of the viſcera: in which caſe, 
ſucceſs from the mere removal of the teſti- 
cle is not to be expected. They, whoſe 
conſtitutions are ſpoiled. by debauchery and 
intemperance, previous to their being at- 
tacked with this diſeaſe, who have hard 
livers, and anaſarcous limbs, are not proper 
ſubjects for ſuch an operation. Hard tu- 
mors within the abdomen in the regions 
of the liver, ſpleen, kidnies, or myſentery, 
implying a diſeaſed ſtate of the ſaid viſcera, 
are very material objections to the removal 
of the local evil in the ſcrotum. In ſhort, 
whenever there at; manifeſt appearances, 
or ſymptoms of a truly diſcaſed ſtate of 
any of the principal viſcera, the ſucceſs of 
the operation becomes very doubtful z more 
eſpe- 
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eſpecially, if ſuch fymptoms and appear- 
ances, upon being properly treated, reſiſt 
in ſuch manner, as to make it moſt proba- 
ble, that a cancerous virus is the real cauſe 
of them. When none of theſe require our 
attention, the object of confideration is the 
teſticle and its ſpermatic veſſels. The ſtate 
of the mere teſtis can hardly ever be any 
objection to the operation; the ſole conſi- 
deration is the ſpermatic chord: if this be 
in a natural ſtate, and free from diſeaſe, the 
operation not only may, but ought to be, 
performed, let the condition of the teſticle 
be what it may: if the ſpermatic chord be 
really diſeaſed, the operation ought not to 
be attempted. For although, on the one 
hand, a probability of ſucceſs will vindicate 
an attempt, even though it ſhould fail; 
yet, on the other, where there is no ſuch® 
probability, an operation, tho' performed 
in the moſt dextrous manner, will prove 
only a more ingenious method of torment- 
ing. | | 

This therefore (the ſtate of the ſperma- 
tic chord) is a matter, which may require 
our moſt ſerious conſideration ; ſince, on 
this it is (when the diſeaſe appears to be 
Jocal) that we muſt found our judgment ; 

and 
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and by this muſt form our reſolution, either 
to leave a man to the truly miſerable fate 
of being ſlowly, though certainly, deſtroy- 
ed, by a cruelly painful, and frequently 
very offenſive diſeaſe ; or endeavour to ſave, 
and preſerve him in health and eaſe, by 
means which have fo often proved ſucceſs- 
ful, as truly to deſerve the appellation of 
probable, 

All writers on this ſubject agree, in ſay- 
ing, that if the ſpermatic proceſs has par- 
taken of the diſeaſed ſtate of the teſticle, 
that is, has become inlarged, and hardned, 
and ſuch inlargement and induration ex- 
tends itſelf quite up to the abdominal muſ- 
cle, that the operation of caſtration ought 
not to be performed, becauſe it not only 
will prove ſucceſsleſs, but will haſten the 
death of the patient. And this is, in ſome 
degree, moſt certainly true; but not with- 
out ſome limitation. A truly and abſolutely 
diſeaſed ſtate of the ſpermatic chord in any 
part of it, is certainly a very material ob- 
jection to the operation, as it moſt com- 
monly proves a bar to the ſucceſs of it: 
and a morbid ſtate of the ſame chord. quite 
as high as the abdominal muſcle, that is, 


of all that part of it, which is external to 
the 
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the cavity of the belly, is a juſt and full 
prohibition againſt ſuch attempt. But on 
the other hand, it muſt be obſerved, that 
every apparently . morbid alteration of the 
ſpermatic chord, is not really ſuch; and 
therefore, that every inlargement, indurati- 
on,fulneſs, &c. which ſeems to alter the ſper- 
matic veſſels from that ſtate which is called 
a healthy and natural one, is not to be re- 
garded as a diſeaſe; at leaſt, not as ſuch a 
diſcaſe as is ſufficient to prohibit the at- 
tempt to obtain a cure by extirpation. The 
difference between theſe, it is the duty of 
every practitioner to become perfectly ac- 
quainted with, as it is from a confidera- 
tion of theſe, that he ought to determine, 
whether he may, with that firmneſs and 
aſſurance, which the probable expectation 
of ſucceſs will give him, . propoſe and ad- 
viſe caſtration; or find himſelf obliged in 
conſcience, to diſſuade, or refuſe, the per- 
formance of it. 

When the ſpermatic veſſels are not only 
turgid and full, but firm and hard, when 
the membrane, which inveſts and connects 
them, has loſt its natural ſoftneſs and cel- 
lular texture, and has contracted ſuch a 
ſtate, and ſuch adheſions, as not only greatly 

to 
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to exceed its natural ſize, but to become 
unequal, knotty, and painful upon being 
handled, and this ſtate has poſſeſſed all that 
part of the chord, which is between the 
opening in the ablique muſcle and the te- 
ſticle, no prudent, judicious, or humane 
man will attempt the operation ; becauſe 
he will, moſt certainly, not only do no good 
to his patient, but will bring on ſuch ſymp- 
toms, as will moſt rapidly, as well as pain- 
fully deſtroy him. Of this, there are ſo 

many _m_ that the —_ of it is Mun, 

teſtible. 1 
In _ aka Shot RS we. hs | 
indeed miraculous accounts of operations 
of this kind, performed by dividing the 
tendon of the oblique muſcle, by tracing 
the diſeaſed ſpermatic veſſels within the ca- 
vity of the belly, and there making the li- 
gature and exciſion: but theſe are opera- 
tions, which make a figure in books only, 
and are performed only by viſionary writers; 
or, if. ever they have been practiſed, ſerve 
ta ſhew the raſhneſs. and inſenſibility of the 
operators, much more than their judgment 
or humanity. Whoever (notwithſtanding 
theſe tales) performs the operation, iu the 
ee abovementioned, will prove 
- O01 ; him- 
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| himſelf much more hardy than judicious 
and will deftroy his patient, without hav- 
ing the ſutisfaction of thinking, that his 
attempt, though ſucceſsleſs, was yet vindi- 
cable; the only circumſtance, which can, 
n ſuch events, b at# . who 
thinks rightly. 

On the other band, as I have already 
fajd, every ' intargement of the ſpermatic 
chord is not of this kind, nor by any means 
ſuffieient to prohibit, or 2g ag — 
tion. 

Theſe alterations, or 8 ariſe mM 
from two cauſes, viz. a varicoſe dilatation | 

of the ſpermatic vein, and a collection, or 
colleftions, of fluid in the membrane, in- 

veſting and enveloping the faid veſſels. In 
te firſt place, as there is no reaſon in na- 
ture, why a teſticle, whoſe veſſels have 
pteviouſſy (for ſome time perhaps) been in 
u varicoſe fate, ſhould not become ſcir- 
rheus; Yo it is alſo clear, that the ſcirrho- 


1 ſuch teſticle, will by no means 
re 


ove, or even leſſen ſuch varicoſe dilata- 
tion of the veſſels from which it is depen- 
dant; on the contrary, will moſt probably, 
and indeed does moſt frequently increaſe 
n 3 ; but ſuch mere varicoſe in- 
largement 
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largement of the veſſels, whether it be pre- 
vious, or conſequential, to the morbid ſtate 
of the teſtis; does not, nor ought to pre- 
vent the removal of it, if otherwiſe fit and 
right. It is indeed an objection to the doc- 
trine of Mr. Le Dran, and a few other 
writers, who make no ligature on the 
chord, and truſt to a ſlight contuſion of it 
between the finger and thumb for A ſup- 
preſſion of the hæmorrhage; but is none 
to the reſt of the operation, as I can from 
experience teſtify. 
In the next place, the diſcaſed ſtate of « a 
truly ſeirrhous teſticle, its weight, and the 
alteration that muſt be made in the due 
and proper circulation of the blood, through 
both it and the veſſels from which. it is de- 
pendant, may, and do'concur, in inducing 
a varicoſe dilatation of the ſpermatic vein, 
without producing that knotty, morbid al- 
teration and hardneſs, which forbid our at- 
tempts. Between theſe, a judicious and 
| experienced examiner will generally be 
able to diſtinguiſh. 
In the former (the nad diſcaſed Nate) 
the chord is not only — but feel: 
unequally hard and knotty ; the parts, of 
which it is compoſed, are undiſtinguiſh- 
n te! ably 
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ably blended together; it is either imme 
diately painful to the touch, or becomes ſo 
ſoon after being examined; the patient 
complains of frequent pains ſhooting up. 
through his groin, into his back; and from 
the diſeaſed ſtate of the membrane com- 
poſing the tunica communis, ſuch adhe- 
ſions, and connexions, are ſometimes con- 
tracted, as either fix the proceſs in the groin, 
or render it diffeult to get the nr 
thumb quite round it. 

In the other, (the mere 8 diften=" 
tion,) the veſſels, tho confiderably inlarged, 
and dilated, are, nevertheleſs, ſmooth, ſoft, 
and compreſſible. ;-the whole proceſs is looſe 
and free, and will eaſily permit the fingers 
of an examiner to go all round it, and ta 
diſtinguiſn the parts of which it is com- 
poſed: it is not painful to the touch; nor 
does the examination of it produce, or o- 
caſion, thoſe darting pains, which almoſt 
always attend * N Deen -mabge 
nantly itidutated. 

I do not ſay, chat ths Sinaivg N 
theſe two ſtates is always, and invariably; 
to be made; but that it often may, I know 
from repeated experience; and that the 
WR” _ * 


ſuc- 
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ſucceſsfully be performed, I know from 
the ſame experience. The ſtate of a man, 
left to the mercy of a malignant ſcirrhus, 


is ſo truly deplorable, that we cannot be 


too attentive, in examining the preciſe na- 
ture of each individual caſe ; and of em- 
bracing every opportunity, of giving him 
that relief, which it may, at one time, be 
in our power to give, and which, the lucky 
opportunity miſſed, it may aps? be in wy 
Fr again to receive. 

The other circumſtance, akin. I Bure 
mentioned, as capable of deceiving an ope- 
rator, and indueing him to believe, that 
the ſpermatic chord i is much more diſea- 
ſed, chan it really is, and thereby deterring 
him from the performance of an operation, 
which might prove ſucceſsful, is the extra- 
vaſation, or collection of fluid, in the cellu- 
lar membrane enveloping the ſpermatic” 
veſſels, between the abdominal ROY 


. N 


In the cellular webos leading to a 


diſeaſed teſticle, it is no very uncommon 
| thing, to find collections of extravaſated 


fluid. Theſef as they add conſiderably to 


he bulk, and apparent ſize of the proceſs, 


make the complaint — more terrible; 


t 1 and, 


* 
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and, as I have juſt ſaid, leſs "me: to _ 
mit relief. : 

When g this abindvafaticu i is e thro? 
all the cells of the inveſting membrane, and 
the ſpermatic veſſels themſelves are hard- 
ned, knotty and diſeaſed, the caſe is with- 
out remedy ; for although a puncture, or or 
an incifion, will, undoubtedly, give diſ- 
charge, to ſome or even the greateſt part 
of the fluid; yet this extravaſation is ſo 
ſmall, and ſo inſignificant a circumſtance 
of the diſeaſe, and the parts in this ſtate are 
ſo little capable of bearing irritation, that 
an attempt of this kind muſt be ineffectu 
al, and may prove miſchieyous. 

But on the other hand, collections of wa- 
ter are ſometimes made in the ſame mem 
brane, from an obſtruction to the proper 
circulation through the numerous lympha- 
tics in the ſpermatic proceſs, while the yeſ- 
ſels themſelves are really not diſeaſed, and 
therefore very capable of permitting the 
operation. In this caſe, the fluid is gene- 
rally in one cyſt, or bag, like to an encyſted 
hydrocele, and the ſpermatic chord, eyſt 
and all, are eaſily moveable from ſide to 
ſide; contrary to the preceding ſtate, in 
which, the general load in the membrane 
| T 2 fixes 
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fixes the whole proceſs, and renders it 4 


moſt immoveable. 
A diſcharge of the fluid, will, in this | 
caſe, enable the operator to examine the 
true ſtate of the proceſs, and, as I have 
twice or thrice ſeen, put it into his power, 
to free his patient from one of the moſt. 
n calamities, which can n a 
man. 
There is one more enen ben relative 
to the ſcirrhous teſticle, which appears to 
me to be worth attending to, as I cannot 
help thinking, that it has miſſed many, 
who have not had ſufficient —— of 
n theory, with practice. . | 
It has been confidently aſſerted, and. is 


generally believed, that a fcirrhous teſticle, 


never begins in the epididymis of the faid 
teſticle. The conſequence of this doctrine: 
is, that when a diſeaſe, which affects a te- 
ſticle, by inlarging and hardning it, makes 
its firſt attack on the epididy mis only, ſuch 
diſeaſe is not allowed to be a ſcirrhus, nor 
permitted to be treated as ſuch. © 


That inflammatory kind of tumor, 


which, in the virulent gonorrhea, ſeiaes 
the teſticle, and is called the hernia hu- 
moralis, affects the LETS. and, even 


under 
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under the beſt care, ſometimes leaves it too 
large, and too hard. This is ſaid; nevet to 
end in, or produce, a ſcitrhus; and, I do 
not recolle&, that I have eyer known it do 
ſo. The diſeaſe, which conſiſts in an in- 
duration and inlargement-of the whole te- 
ſticle, in the more confirmed lues, affects 
the epididymis alſo, as well as the glandu- 
lar part of the teſticle; and I do not re- 
member to have ſeen it, either become can- 
cerous, or not yield to mercury e e 
adminiſtred. But that a true ſcirrhus, or 
cancer, ſometimes makes its firſt attack on 
the epididymis, which it alters and ſpoils, 
before it at all affects the teſticle, is a 
truth, of which I have not the leaſt doubt. 
Among others, I formerly believed the 
contrary doctrine; and in the firſt edition 
of this book have given it, as my opinion: 
but I am, from experience, ſo perfectly 
convinced of the truth of what I have now 
aſſerted, that I think myſelf obliged, to de- 
clare it. The miſtake, I ſuppoſe to have 
been made by the firſt propagators of this 
opinion, thus. The hernia humoralis, and 
the venereal farcocele, always inlarge the 
- epididymis, and generally leave it ſome- 
what too hard : both theſe have, by adven- 

9 trous 
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trous and unknowing people, been miſta- 
ken for ſcirrhi ; but it being found, by ex- 
perience, that theſe alterations in the epi- 
didymis were either totally removed by 
medicine, or, if any part remained, it 
continued harmleſs through life, an infe- 


rence was drawn, that, as true ſcirrhi are 


not often either removed by medicine, or 
continue harmleſs, therefore, an original 
affection of the epidydimis could never be 
a true ſcirthus; a deduction, which the 
premiſſes do not, by any means, authorize ; 
and which, I am fatisfied, is not true. 


The operation of Caſtration is perform- 
ed, as follows. 
The patient being laid on a table of con- 


venient heighth, the integuments covering 


the ſpermatic veſſels in the groin are to be 
divided. This incifion ſhould be begun, 
as nearly as can be, oppoſite to the opening 
in the abdominal muſcle, and ſhould be 
continued a good way down the ſcrotum. 
The manner of beginning this inciſion, 
is difterently deſcribed by writers ; ſome of 
them adviſing that the ſkin be held up by 
an aſſiſtant; others that the knife be uſed 


perpendicularly, in this as in other parts; 


it 
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it is indeed a matter of no importance at 
all, either to patient or ſurgeon, and there- 
fore may very ſafely be left to the choice 
of the latter ; but the length of the divi- 
ſion is of conſequence to both. A ſmall 
wound will indeed ſerve to lay bare the 
ſpermatic chord, but it will not permit the 
operator to do what is neceflary afterward, 
with dexterity or facility: a ſmall wound 
gives as much pain in the infliction, as a 
large one; and, as the ſcrotum muſt, firſt 
or laſt, be divided nearly to the bottom, it 
had better be done at firſt, on every ac- 
count. The ſpermatic chord, thus laid 
bare, is to be freed from its ſurrounding. 
membranous connections; and then the 
operator, with his finger and thumb ſepa- 
rating the blood-veſſels from the vas defe- 
rens, muſt paſs a needle, armed with a li- 
gature, between them; and, having tied 
the former only, muſt cut through, or di- 
vide the whole chord, at a quarter or half 
an inch diſtance from the ſaid ligature, ac- 
cording as the ſtate of the proceſs and te- 
ſticle will admit. This done; he is then 
(with the ſame knife, with which he has 
performed the former part of the opera- 
tion) to diſſect the teſticle out from its con - 


TS nection 
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nection with the. ſcrotum : the looſe tex- 
ture of the dartos, the previous ſeparation 
of the teſticle from the ſpermatic veſſels, 
and the help of an aſſiſtant to hold up the 
lips of the wound, will enable him to do 
this with very little pain to the patient, and 
great facility to hinaſelf *. 

If any conſiderable artery bleeds, either 
in the ſcrotum, or in the dartos, it muſt be 
reſtrained by ligature ; and, when that is 
done, the void ſpace, in which the teſticle 
was, is to be very /ightly filled with ſoft, 
dry lint ; which lint ſhould be ſuffered to 
remain, until it be perfectly looſened, by 
the ſuppuration from every part of the ſore; 
if it be removed ſooner, it muſt be done 
by force; in which caſe, it will give unne- 
ceſſary pain, and leave a crude, undigeſted 
ſore; if it be not removed, till quite looſe, 
it will give no pain, and the fore will be 
found clean, and well digeſted, and requi- 
ring no other dreſſing afterward than mere 
dry lint ; which, from this time, ſhould be 


apr 
» This circumſtanee of cutting off the teſticle, before 


it be diſſected out from the ſcrotum, immediately after 


the ligature has been made, is of more conſequence to 
the patient's caſe, as well as to the facility and expedition 
of the operation, than they, who have not tried it, are 
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applied in ſuch quantity, and manner, as 
to give nature an opportunity of contra&t- 
ing, and healing, the wound as faſt as ſhe 
can; in both which, ſhe may be conſide- 
rably affiſted by the judicious OO of 
the bark. 

I am very ſenſible, that, i in the above di- 

rection for the performance of the opera- 
tion of caſtration, I have differed from the 
doctrine of ſome very eminent modern 
practitioners; and, particularly, from Mr. 
Le Dran. 

No man thinks more highly of Mr. th 
Dran's abilities, than I do; but, in theſe 
matters, every one muſt take the liberty of 
| judging for himſelf; and, I cannot help 
thinking, that I have good reaſon for my 
opinion. 

Mr. Le Dran, having divided the inte- 
guments in the groin and ſcrotum, fepa- 
rates the teſticle from the ſurrounding 
membrane, with his fingers, and with ſciſ- 
ſars. This method is rather coarſe, is un- 
neceſſarily painful, and does, what muſt 
for ever be wrong, multiplies the inſtru- 
ments to be uſed, without any neceſlity, 
The knife, in the hands of any man at all 
accuſtomed to the uſe of one, will execute 
2 the 
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the whole, with more apparent dexterity, 
with leſs pain, and much greater expedi- 
tion. 

I have, without * directed the 
ſpermatic chord to be tied. Mr. Le Dran's 
advice is different. He adviſes, that a li- 
gature be paſſed underneath it; and left 
there to be tied, or not, as occaſion may 
require. | 

He then takes the extremity of the lat- 
ter, between. his finger and thumb, and, 
by rubbing, pinching, or bruiſing, produ- 
ces a degree of contuſion, ſufficient (as he 

thinks) to prevent, in general, any hæmor- 
bag ; and, having fo done, he cuts off 
| the 


tec Te fens Ie ſcrotum juſqu'au deſſous du teſticule 
e malade, et avec mes doigts, je detache le teſticule 
6 d' avec le tiſſu cellulaire, qui le tient attache dans le 
& ſcrotum. Si quelque portion membraneuſe @ de la 
cc peine a fe detacher, je la coupe avec des cſeaux,” 
Mr. De Garengeot divides the whole ſcrotum with ſciſ- 
ſars; and I cannot ſay, that I have not ſeen it done in 
London; but it is a tedious, coarſe, cruel, and very un- 
handy method of doing it. Cette premiere inciſion 
« faite, l'operateur pouſſera de force, le doigt indice, ou 
ec le grand doigt ſous Ja peau, dans les cellules graiſſeu- 
ct ſes, afin d'entrer dans le ſcrotum, et il aggrandira ſon 
ec inciſion en coupant, ſur ſon doigt avec des ciſeaux 
ac mouſſes la peau, qu'il aura ſeparee des graiſſes, et il 

* quvrira ainſi tout le ſcrotum.” 
_ . Garengeot, Operat. Chir. 
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the teſticle from the ſaid chord, immedi- 
ately below the bruiſed part, leaving (as I 
faid before) the ligature ready to be tied, 
if neceſſary ?, 

This method, of firſt bruiſing, and then 
cutting off the ſpermatic chord, without 
making a ligature on it, is alſo preſcribed 
and practiſed by ſome gentlemen of emi- 
nence here; and, I make not the leaſt 
doubt, that, both with theſe gentlemen, 
and with Mr. Le Dran, it may have been 
ſucceſsful : but, as I have ſeen three peo- 
ple loſe a very alarming quantity of blood, 
and one very nearly his life, under it ; and 
as, in the many times, which I have per- 
formed this operation, I never ſaw the leaſt 

in- 


ce Il n'y a que Vartere qui m'intereſſe, parce qu'il 
cc n'y a qu'elle, qui puiſſe donner du ſang apres que j au- 
& rai coupe le cordon, Je la prend; · entre deux doigts 
ce a Fendroit, ou elle paſſe ſur. 'os pubis, et avec elle les 
t veines qui Ventourent ; puis je paſſe entre ces vaiſſeaux 
cc et le canal deferent, que Von diſtingue ſous le doigt ; 
% a ſa durete, une aiguille enfilee de deux brins de fil 
cc cire, Jote l'aiguille, et je laiſſe les fils, pour faire Ia 
$© ligature au cas qu'elle devienne neceſſaire. Je prends 
tc auffi-tot les vaiſſtaux plus bas que Vos pubis, et je le 
te froiſſe entre mes doigts, pour y faire une eſpece de con- 
te tuſion; puis je coupe le cordon un peu, au deſſous de 


6 cette ö endroſt froiſſe.“ Monſ. Le Dran. 
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inconvenience atiſe from the ligature, I 
cannot approve the omiſſion of it. 
Mr. Le Dran himſelf, not only ſeems to 
be apprehenſive, of what may be the con- 
ſequence, by his pafling a ligature, and lea- 
ving it ready to be tied, and by the very 
good reaſon, ' which he gives for not cut- 
ting off the ſpermatic chord (as moſt of his 
countrymen adviſe) cloſe to the opening in 
the tendon of the oblique muſcle ; but al- 
ſo, in the ſame paragraph, acknowledges, 
that a fatal hemorrhage has been the con- 
ſequence of the ligature having flipped off, 
after it has been made 1. 
In the caſe of a perfectly found, and un- 
altered ſpermatic chord, in which the veſ- 
ſels are not become varicoſe, and the ope- 
| rator 


2 6 ITY pourquoi je ne fais pas la liga- 
sture du cordon immediatement au deſſous de Panneau, 
& comme les auteurs le preſcrivent. Je reponds, que fi 
ce la ligature s'echappe, on ne peut plus lier Partere, qui 
& fe retire au deſſus de Vanneau, ou elle peut donner du 
cc ſang dans le tiſſu cellulaire, du peritoine, et faire perir 
& Je malade, comme Pon a vu arriver.” Le Dran. 

& $ le cordon ſpermatique eſt gonfle juſqu* aupres de 
&« Panneavu, on ne peut ſuivre cette methode; et il faut 
<<. abfolument faire la ligature du cordon, immediatement 
© au deſſous de Fanneau.” The remainder of this para- 
6— — ſeem a kind of contradiction of the 

5 
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rator can make his diviſion of them as low. 
as he pleaſes, this froiſſement, this contu- 
ſion may be ſufficient to prevent a hæmor- 

rhage; but in caſes, where the ſpermatic 
chord is inlarged, Mr. Le Dran himſelf 
does not think it ſafe to truſt to it. | And 
that the veſſels, from which a ſcirrhous 
teſticle is dependent, may be conſiderably 
inlarged, and diſtended, and that pretty 
high, and yet not ſo diſeaſed, as to render 
the operation unadviſeable or unſucceſsful, 
I have more than once or twice ſeen. The 
compreſſion which may be made, of the 
extremity of the divided chord againſt the 
os pubis, on which ſome ſtreſs ſeems to be 
laid, will, whether at be made by the fan»: 
ger, or by compreſs and bandage, prove 


more 


preceding. 8 'il eſt tres gonfle meme un plus haut 
«« que. Vanneau, et qu'on ne puiſſe ſe diſpenſer de faire 
« operation, il n'y a point de ligature a faire z il faut 
ic fendte un peu Vanneau, puis couper le cordon, et Var- 
«< tere ne donnera pas de ſang.” Set aſide all conſidera - 
tion of the propriety, or impropriety, of performing the 
operation, when the ſpermatic chord is diſeaſed above the 
ting las it is called) what can be the reaſon, hy the ar- 
tery ſhould not be expected to bleed, after being divided 
within the abdomen ; when the ſame gentleman allows 
it to have produced a fatal hæmorrhage, upon retiring 
into that cavity, or into the cellular membrane of the · pe- 
ritoneum, after having been cut off without tha ſaid ring. 
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more troubleſome to the patient, than the 
very momentary pain of the ligature. 
The laſt circumſtance, in which I have 
ventured to differ from the commonly 
preſcribed rules, is, that I have not ad- 
viſed the removal of Wk pry of har Gaps: 
tum. S 

My reaſon i is, that 1 never found ite» 
ceſſary in any caſe, when the ſcrotum was 
not adherent to the teſticle. * 

Let the ſize of the ſceirrhus be what: it 
may, the ſcrotum will corrugate to its na- 
tural form, when the wound is healed; 
and if, in the operation it be fairly divided 

to the bottom, will neither lodge matter 
— the cure, nor eee inconve- 
nience afterward. (i [ | 


When | 


ce Sj; quelque denken membraneuſe a de ha peine a 
ct ſe detacher, je la coupe avec des ciſeaux ; et quand le 
* zeſticule eft oth; jᷣ enleve une partie de la peau du ſero- 
& neee 
c la tumeur.” Le Dran. | 

The fame direction is given by Laur. Heiſter Cu- 
< tis ſcroti quæ exempto t:/ticuls ſuper vacanea ut reſecari 
4 forfice debet. By which means (that is, by not re- 
moving the ſkin along with the teſticle, but afterward) 
the patient ſuffers almoſt as much pain, as the whole 


operation, properly performed, would veces 20 
without any neoeſſity. | 
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When it is adherent to the teſticle, and 
t he cellular ſtructure of the dartos is there- 
by deſtroyed, all ſuch adherent} part ſhould 
cer tainly be removed; not onh bebaute! it 
is diſcaſed, but becauſe | it will give the pa- 
tient a great deal of unneceſſary pain to 
diſſect it: but then it ſhould always be re; 
moved along with the teſticle, in the man- 
ner directed by Mr. Samuel Sharpe, and 
not be diſſected off firſt, and removed af⸗ 
terwar _ 

© By the latter method, the patient s pain 
is increaſed, prolonged, and even renewed 
without the leaſt neceſſity. | 

In every operation, in which a conſide- 


rable portion of ſkin is to be divided, and 


particularly i in this, and in the amputa- 
tion of womens breaſts, it ſhould always 
be remembered, that, as the diviſion of the 


ſkin (the general organ of ſenſation) is the 


moſt acute and painful part of what is done 
by the knife, it cannot be done too quick, 


and ſhould always be done at once: the ſcro- 
tum ſhould always be divided tothe bottom, 


and the circular inciſion in the ſkin of a 
breaſt always made quite round, before any 
thing elſe be thought of. If this be not 
e mee and perfectly, the ope- 

ration 
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men will be attended with a great deal of 
pain, which might be avoided, and the 
operator will be juſtly blameable. 
Before I take my leave of this operation, 
1 think it right, to give the young practi- 


| | tioner a caution, viz. that if the thmor be 


of a pyriform figure, perfectly ſmooth, and 
equal in its ſurface, and free from pain, 
notwithſtanding the degree of hardneſs may 
be great, and — may, in his own opinion, 
be clear that the tumor is not produced by 
water, but is a true ſcirrhus, I would ad- 
viſe ba. immediately, previous to the ope- 
ration, to pierce the anterior 10 with a 
trochar, in order to be certain. My reaſon 
for giving this advice is; that I was once ſo 
deceived by every apparent circumſtance of 
a true, equal, indolent ſcirrhus, that I re- 
moved a teſticle, which proved, upon ex- 
amination, to be ſo little diſeaſed, that had 
I pierced i it with a trochar, previous to the 
operation, I could, and certainly | ſhould, 
have 1 r 


Haag in the immediately viſion 


pages, given my opinion very explicitly 
concerning the expediency and propriety 
of . by the 8 of caſtra- 


tion, 
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tion, a ſcirrhous teſticle, when faitly cha- 
racteriſed, and properly circumſtanced, it 
cannot be neceſſary to relate any ſuch caſes; 
Every man, who is at all converſant-with 
this kind of buſineſs, knows, that the ope- 
ration on proper ſubjects, and in proper 
inſtances, is very frequently ſucceſsful ; and 
that many people have been, by it, reſcued 
from immediately impending miſery, and 
have paſſed many years in health and eaſe, 
and in a ſtate to propagate their ſpecies. 

Particular accounts of ſuch, would ap- 
pear like mere boaſtings of ſucceſs. 

"Thoſe, therefore, which follow, are ſe- 
lected, either becauſe the fortunate event 
was not very probable; and they may, 
therefore, ſerve to prove, that we ſhould 
not too haſtily, or inadvertently, deſpair. 
Or, becauſe their true nature was miſ- 
taken; and, therefore, they were ne 
perly treated. 

Or, that they were attended with cir- 
cumſtances not to be foreſeen, or prevent- 
ed. 

Or, that the caſe was too long neglect 
ed, and the operation too long deferred ;. 
| or performed, when ſuccels from 1 it, was 
not at all likely. . g 6 


* Gf, 


o * 


” 
1 ”Y * * ls 9 — A 
i 
- 
»6 
: . 
— k 
: 
. ol 0 
= 
» 1 
* 
- 
_ . 


* ATA te z en 

„ chat they were combined with other 

b either general, or local; by 

which the beſt —— attempts muſt de Tz 

fruſtrated. 
Or, that Apen ſomething i in their 


nature, which appears to be ſingular. From 


each, or all which, I apprehend, the prac- 
titioner may reap full as much, if not more, 
beneficial inſtruction, than from the moſt 


pompous hiſtories of ſucceſs. 


CAS E XkXIX. 


A Man, about tr ſeven years old, who 
had been, for the ſpace of three or 


four years, afflicted with a truly ſcirrhous 
| teſticle, applied to me. He had been, 


more than once, during that time, adviſed 


to part with it, but was afraid of the ope- 


ration. He was now alarmed by an alte- 
ration, which it had lately undergone ; and 
from ſome circumſtances in his general 


health which were new. The tumor, from 


its firſt appearance, had been indolent, and 


equal, the ſpermatic chord in a natural 


ſtate, and he had no other complaints of any 
kind. The teſticle was now very unequal, 


in its ſurface; it had increaſed conſidera- 


1 bly > 
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bly, within the laſt three months; and the 
ſpermatic chord was inlarged, (that is) be- 
oome varicoſe, more than half way from 
the teſticle to the groin. He had alſo, a 
cholicky diſorder, which recurred frequent- 
ly, without any purging. 

The caſe was unfavorable; * there 
appeared to me to be no chance, but from 
caſtration: the ſtate. of the ſpermatic veſ- 
ſels rendered that dubious; but the i impro- 
bability of the diſeaſe remaining in its pre- 
ſent — made it ſtill worth embracing. 
The general ſtate of the patient's health, 
was alſo an alarming circumſtance; but 
neither could that be amended, while. the 
local diſeaſe remained. 

Having apprized him of all theſe cir- 
cumſtances, he willingly ſubmitted to the 
operation; which was performed the next 
day. The ſtate of the proceſs, juſt admit- 
ted of making the ligature, between the 
inlarged part and the abdominal muſcle. 
Nothing particular attended the cure; the 
fore healed very kindly, and the man has 
enjoyed a good ſtate of health ever fince ; 
which is now, between four and five 
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CASE XL. 


\ Gentleman from America applied to 

me, on account of a complaint in one 
of His teſticles. It had, while he was 
abroad, been ſuppoſed to be, and had been 
treated as, venereal; by which means, 
what was, at firſt, a ſimple, equal, indo- 
lent ſcirrhus, with a ſpermatic chord unal- 
tered from a natural ſtate, was, when 1 
ſaw it, unequal, at times painful, and de- 
pendent from ſpermatic veſſels conſiderably 
mlarged, and ſwollen, though ſtill ſoft, and 
free from knot, or induration. He was, 
otherwiſe, in perfect health, his age thirty- 
three, and his conſtitution unhurt by de- 
bauchery or intemperance. 

With regard to the teſticle, there could be 
no doubt, either of the nature of the diſeaſe, 
or the propriety of its being removed; but 
the ſtate of the ſpermatic veſſels was ſuch, as 
made the proſpect of ſucceſs from caſtra- 
tion very uncertain. Two or three conſul- 
tations were had; the reſult of all which 
were nearly the ſame, - that is, the ſurgeons 


were very apprehenſive of the operation, 


from the ſtate of the chord, and, therefore, 


would not preſs it; and the phyſicians pre- 
ſcribed 
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feribed internal remedies; and, among theſe, 
the cicuta, which luckily happened to diſ- 
agree ſo much with the patient, that he 
would not go on with it: I fay luckily, be- 
cauſe it thereby prevented the loſs we more 
time in the uſe of it. | 

The patient was ſingle; a fenfible man, 
and had a great deal of oohHtmage and reſola- 
tion in his natural conſtitution. 
Having maturely weighed all that had 
been faid to him, and finding that no relief 
was likely to accrue from medicine, and 
that his difeafe was as little likely to ſtand 
ſtill, he determined rather to take the 
chance, which the operation would give 
him, either of ſudden deſtruction or a cure, 
than live in that ſtate of anxiety, which 
muſt ariſe from a conſtant rheditation 0. on 
the nature of his diſeaſe. ' | 

The operation was performed ; and, in 
the execution of it, T was particularly at- 
tentive to the ſtats of the veſſels. The 
whole proceſs was, I may venture to ſay, 
full double the ſize it ought to be, and the 
veins very tortuous, by their being di- 
ſtended ; but there was no induration, nor 
any inequality, fave that proceeding from 
the varicous ſtate of them. 

1 When 
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When the teſticle was removed, I exa- 
mined that alſo very carefully. The ca- 
vity of the tunica vaginalis was, in a great 
meaſure, aboliſhed, by an almoſt general 
adheſion of that membrane with the albu- 
ginea; the epididymis was tolerably ſound, 
but the whole compages of the teſtis hard, 
and diſeaſed: and, in the very center of it, 
was a putrid ſlough, and a very mall n. 
a of ill coloured ſanies. 

It is now, above five. years, "ey the 
operation. The patient has enjoyed per- 
fect health ever ſince, and finds no one in- 
convenience from the loſs of the part. 

In theſe two caſes, the event was fortu- 
nate beyond expectation. In ſuch circum- 
ſtances, every, thing is to be feared : the 
operation is feldom adviſcable, becauſe ſel- 
dom ſucceſsful. However, they may ſtand, 
as inſtances, to prove, that, here there is 
even a ſmall foundation for hope, it is bet- 
ter to embrace ſuch opportunity, than to 
leave the patient to his fate. Neither him- 
ſelf, nor his friends, ſhould, in ſuch caſe, 
be flattered, or deceived : but the uncer- 
tainty ſhould be laid before them, and the 
9 ſhould be their own choice. 


CASE 
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A Chg man, about ane years 
old, defired my opinion concerning a 
teſticle,” which was beginning to inlarge, 
and was already become very hard. 

The account he gave was, as follows” 
That, about ſeven or eight months be- 
fore, he had a common hernia humoralis, 
in conſequence of the ſuppreſſion of a go- 
norrhea by hard riding. That the inflam- 
matory ſymptoms were ſoon removed by 
reſt, evacuation, and proper application; 
but that neither the teſticle, nor the epidi- 
dymis, had ever returned to their natural 
fize. That the ſurgeon, whoſe care he had 
been under, had, fince the inflammation 
was gone off, given him a conſiderable 
quantity of mercurial medicine internally, 
and had rubbed on a good deal of the oint- 
ment externally; by which his mouth had 
been made ſore; and that he had alſo takes. 
two or three mercurial vomits. 

The tumor was perfectly indolent, even 
apa being handled; it had a ſtony, in- 
compreſſible kind of hardneſs, and the ſper- 
matic veſſels were in a ſound, natural ſtate. 

U4 | 4 
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I told him, that whatever might have 
given riſe to his diſeaſe, it was my opinion, 
that it was a true ſcirrhus; that it would 
never be cured by medicine; that, although 
it was, quiet, and free from pain now, no 
man would pretend to ſay, how long it 
might continue; and that I ſhould, by all 
means, adyiſe him to part with it in its 
preſent ſtate, rather than ſtay till ſuch al- 
teration ſhould be made in it, as, thqugh it 
might induce him to comply, might ren- 
der the operation unſucceſsful. He diſap- 
proved my advice, and I law no more of him 
for near four months; at the end of which 
time, he called upon me again. 

His teſticle was a good deal * in 
ſize, but the ſpermatic chord {till unaffect- 
ff. 

I repeated my former advice, and he 

ain refuſed to comply. - 

2 the diſtance of two — * this 
time, I ſaw him again. His teſticle was 
ſtill more inlarged, and the cavity of the 
tunica vaginalis. palpably contained . a fluid. 
He ſaid, he had ſhowed it to two other 
| ſurgeons ; both of whom had promiſed 
him much relief, if not a cure, by letting 
out that water, which, they told him, made 
4 the 
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the principal part of his diſeaſe. I anſwer- 
ed, that I had no manner of doubt, that 
there was a fluid; but that I apprehended 
it to be much leſs in quantity, than either 
he, or they who had promiſed a eure by 
letting it out, took it to be: that it ap- 
peared to me, to make ſo ſmall a part of 
the ſwelling, that I was ſure, that the de- 
creaſe: of fize, upon its diſcharge, would 
bear no proportion to his expectation. That 
this fluid made no part of the original dif- 
eaſe, but was an accidental conſequence : 
that an opening made into a teſtiele fo cir- 
cumſtanced, might excite vety difagreeabfe 
ſymptoms, from which be was at preſent” 
free; and that my opinion was ſtill, that if 
ought to be totally removed, or not med- 
dled with. 

He left me, with much diflattsfaction. 
He faid, that I was too tenacious of my 
own opinion, and too regardlefs of that of 
others: but I had feen too many of theſe 
caſes,” to be in any doubt concerning its na- 
ture; and I knew the people, under whoſe 
direction he then was, too well, to ſuppoſe, 
either that they knew any thing of the 
matter, or that they would leave any thing 
RINGS; while he had cither credu- 


lity 
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lity or money. Soon after this, I heard, 
that he had ſubmitted to have a puncture 
made, by which a very ſmall quantity of 
bloody ſerum was diſcharged ; but the ſize 
of the tumor ſo little leſſened, that his ope- 
rator would fain have thruſt a lancet in 
again, and deeper; but this the Aro 
would not permit. 

Being vexed at what had happened he 
came not again to me, till at the diſtance of 


near two months more. He was now in a 


very different ſtate. His complexion was 
wan and pale, his fleſh and appetite gone, 
his teſticle very large, unequal, and pain- 
ful, and the ſpermatic chord diſeaſed quite 
up to his groin. I was very ſorry, to be 
obliged to tell him, that I could do him 
no good ; and that the operation was, by 
no means, adviſeable. 

He now, of courſe, fell into the hands 
of thoſe, who only want a little ready mo- 
ney; and having tried two or three of theſe, 
he was adviſed to take the cicuta; which 
he did for ſome time, and in large doſes, 
but, (as uſual) without wy real, or perma- 
nent good effect. | 

His ſtate, ſoon after this, became truly 
nn, his teſticle was of an amazing 

ze; 
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ſize; the ſpermatic chord, quite up to his 
belly, fo large as hardly to be capable of 
being graſped by the hand; a very large, 
hard tumor within that fide of the belly; 
his pain acute and conſtant; and his fleſh, 
ſtrength and appetite totally gone. | 
In theſe circumſtances, a believer in the 
omnipotence of the ſublimate ſolution, 
preſcribed it for him; from which he re- 
ceived the advantage of having his death 
Nee. 


Cc A SE XLII. 


en KM, about thirty, of a full plethorie 
— habit, ſhewed me a tumor in the ſper- 
matic roceſs, about the midway | between 
the groin and teſticle: it was hard, cir- 
cumſcribed, indolent when not meddled 
with; but painful for' a long time after 
having been handled, and the pain of ſuch 
kind, as to indicate the diſeaſe not to have 
2 very benign character: the teſticle was 
perfectly free. © 

"Y adviſed the loſing ſome blood, gentle 
evacuation by ſtool, the uſe of a ſuſpenſory 
to take off the weight, and deſired the pa- 
tient to let me ſee him again in about ten 
days. 
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days. At the diſtance of ſomewhat more 
than a month, he came to me again; and 
told me; that from me he had gone to a 
rupture -· doctor, who put a truſs on him, 
and giving him an external application, had 
him come to him again in a week; that 
the prefiure of the truſs, joined to the irri- 
tating quality of the eintment, greatly in- 
creaſed the pain and the ſwelling ; that His 
doctor then applied an adheſive plaſter; and 
when he had worn that a few days, he 
thruſt a lancet into the body of the tumor; 
that nothing followed the lancet but blood; 

that he inlarged the opening, and filled it 
with lint, and that, for ſeveral days after, 
he had dreſſed the fore with red powder 
(precipitate). He had now as truly malig- 
nant a cancerous ſore, as I ever ſaw; and 
all the ſpermatic proceſs above it was ſo 
diſeaſed, as to prohibit all thought of an 
operation. Nothing palliated the fury, 
with which it proceeded; he lived ſeveral 
months in great and conſtant pain, having 
a large hard body within the belly, (on 
that ſide) extending from the groin quite 
up to the region of the kidney ; and which, 

1 make no doubt, conſiſted of the diſcaſed 
e veſſels. 


CASE 
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CASE XLII. 

A Man, about forty- eight years old. = 

lived at ſome conſiderable. diſtance 

from London, perceived one of his teſticles 

becoming hard; larger in ſize than it uſed 

to be; and when he was on apilobeak, 
ſomewhat painful. 

Having been ſeveral times clapped, and 
twice confined with a hernia humoralis, he 
thought that this ſwelling was of the ſame 
kind; and applied to the apothecary of the 
town, where he lived; who, not being 
much accuſtomed to ſurgery, and being 
miſled by the patient's opinion and ac- 
count, looked on it in the ſame light, and 
gave him ſeveral doſes of calomel: theſe 
not ſucceeding to his wiſh, he confined the 
patient to his bed, applied a pultice to the 
ſcrotum, and vomited him, twice or thrice, 
wich the mercurius emet. flavus. By this 
proceſs, the man became feveriſh, loſt his 
appetite, fleep and fleſh; and the teſticle 
increaſed, both in ſize and hardneſs. 18 

I was now conſulted by letter, and gave 
my opinion, that the caſe was not vene- 
real; that mercurial medicines, or what» 


cver 
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ever was „ likely to increaſe the circulation, 
were wrong, and would be found prejudi- 
cial; that whatever might become neceſ- 
fary hereafter, the preſent intentions ought 
to be, to procure eaſe, to remove the fe- 
ver, to keep the body (which had always 
been coſtive) gently open, and to acquire 
ſtrength by the adminiſtration of ſoft, light 
nouriſhment ; and I recommended the de- 
coct. ſarſaparillæ, with milk, for his com- 
mon drink. 

In another letter, which I received at 
about three weeks diſtance from the firſt, 
'my opinion was aſked concerning the ci- 
cuta: to which, I replied, that in ſcirrhous 
and cancerous cafes, (one of which I took 
this to be) I had never yet ſeen it do any 
| good, though taken for a conſiderable time, 
and in large doſes; but, on the other hand, 
as I had never ſeen it do any harm, I could 
have no objection to its being tried. 
In about two months, or a little more, I 

had-another letter, giving me an account, 
that the cicuta had been taken freely, and 
had alſo been conſtantly applied as a cata- 
plaſm; that, in about a month after its 
firſt application, the pains, both in the part 
and in the patient's back, were remarkably 

| . 
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increaſed ; that he, now and then, com- 
plained of being chilly, and that there had 
been, from about that time, a palpable 
fluctuation of a fluid, near to the ſurface of 
the tumor; that this fluid had been let out 
by the point of a lancet, and proved to be 


only a ſmall quantity of a bloody ſerum ; 
that, from the time this opening had been 
made, the pain, as well as the ſize, of the 
tumor had increaſed; that, by continuing 
the cicuta pultice, with the addition of 
ſome Burgundy pitch, a collection of mat- 
ter, or impoſthumation, was now produced, 
plainly to be felt, though deep in the body 
of the teſticle: and I was deſired to ſay, 
what I thought would be the propereſt 
manner of giving diſcharge to it. 

I returned anſwer, that it was a very diſ- 
agreeable thing, to be obliged to give a poſi- 
tive opinion on a caſe by relation only; and 
that from thoſe, who, I was ſure, thought 

not of it as I did. That, as it was by no 
means unlikely, that I might be miſtaken, 
I deſired, that what I ſhould now ſay, might 
not be miſunderſtood, or applied to any 
other caſe, than what I root this to be; that 
I took it to be a ſcirrhus, which was be- 
coming cancerous apace, and would, very 
| ſoon, 
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ſoon, 3 more of n 
tion; eſpecially, if irritated. That the fluid, 
which had been let out, was nothing more 
than the water of the tunica vaginalis; whoſe 


abſorption was prevented, and whoſe color. 


was produced by the diſeaſed ſtate of the 
teſticle. That I ſhould not have adviſed, 
the letting it out at all; much leſs, in that 
{mall quantity. That it was my opinion, 
that the fluid, which was now ſuppoſed to 
be felt to fluctuate deep in the body of the 
teſticle, was, by no means, matter, or the 
effect af a kindly ſuppuration ; but a ma- 
lignant fanies, the conſequence of the very 


diſeaſed ſtate of the teſtis. + That I did ve» 


rily believe, they would find, that the 
quantity of it bore ſmall proportion to the 
ſize of the general tumor. That the let- 
ting it out, would, more probably, occa- 


-fion an aggravation, than an alleviation, of 


ſymptoms; and render the diſeaſe {till more 


painful, and more bazatdous than it Was 


already. And that I ſhould; not be ſurpti- 
ſed, to hear that there was no fluid at all. 
Io this, I received a ſhort reply, ſigni- 


fying, that it was apprebended, I had mi- 


ſtaken the caſe. That another gentleman 
—— conſulted. who (from 
| the 
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che account given of the ſtate of the ſper- 
matic chord, of the preceding herniæ hu- 
morales, and, moſt probably, from a mi- 
repreſentation of the caſe) ad adviſed the 
making an opening by knife ; which had 
been done.: but the writer of the letter did 
not ſay a word, about what was let out. 

J heard no more of the caſe, or patient, 
for near another month; and then was 
ſent for, one evening, to an inn in this 
town, where I found him in a ſituation, 
truly deplorable. The teſticle was ama- 
zingly large, and one half of it covered by 
a prodigious fungus, which was intolera- 
bly painful, gleeted largely, and, at times, 
bled | profuſtly : the ſpermatic proceſs was 
alſo vety large, and a tumor plainly to be 
felt within the belly, cauſed by the diſ- 
eaſed ſtate of the ſeminal veſlels. The 
man's ſtrength and fleſh were exhauſted 3 
in ſhort, he was dying, and did not live, 
above a week or ten days, from this time. 

1 believe, it muſt be unneceſſary for me, 
to obſerve, that the miſconception of the 
nature, and the method of treating, the 
three preceding caſes, had no ſmall ſhare, 
in contributing to the ſufferings of the pa- 
tients, and to the fatality of .their events. 
| X 1 
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I believe alfo, that moſt praRtitioners, who 
have been converſant with this kind of bu- 
ſineſs, will be of opinion, that the opera- 
tion, performed in due time, would, cer- 
tainly, have contributed to the eaſe, and, 
perhaps, to the preſervation of them. 

A cancerous diſpoſition in the habit will, 
certainly, render a patient liable'to be de- 
ſtroyed, by the diſeaſed ſtate of parts out of 
- our reach; and thereby render the opera- 
tion, although performed in due time, in 
the beſt manner, and under the moſt fa- 
vourable apparent circumſtancès, unſucceſs- 
ful: but as this very 'often cannot be fore- 
ſeen, or foreknown, =: it muſt be very 
wrong, to omit doing what may pteſerve 
health and life, only becauſe it may alſo 
happen, that it may do neither. In all thefe 
(Caſes, a guarded prognoſtic ſhould be made; 
and it ſhould be conſidered, that, though 
we are ſometimes deceived, and fruſtrated, 
by ſiniſter events; yet, on the other hand, 
it happens, and that not infrequently, that 
caſes, which have even an unfavourable and 
chreatning aſpect at firſt, come to a very 
happy iſſue. 


CASE 
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A dias about fifty years old, defired my 
advice, concerning a diſeaſed teſticle. 
It was about the fize of a ſmall pomegra- 
nate, very hard, perfectly free from pain, 
and the ſpermatic proceſs free from all ap» 
rance of diſeaſe, Caftration, he ſaid, 
he was determined not to ſubmit to; and 
only wanted toknow, whether I could put 
him into any other method of getting rid 
of his diſeaſe. I gave him my opinion very 
freely, on the great improbability of his be- 
ing ſerved by any other means; and, the 
T did, in ſome degree, adviſe him, to ſub- 
mit to the operation, yet there were ſome 
circumſtances in his general health, which 
induced me not to preſs it ;' and made me 
rather pleaſed, that he was previouſly de- 
termined againſt it. He had a very ſal- 
low, diſeaſed complection, a general want 
of muſcular fleſh, and firmnefs; a very fre- 
quent cholic, ſometimes attended with a 
threatning diarrhœa, and ſometimes with 
an obſtinate conſtipation. In the ſpace of 
two or three years, he took a great variety 
of medicines; and ſaw a great number of 
14 * a prac- 5 
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practitioners, both regular and irregular, 
but found no benefit; neither did the teſti- 
cle in all that ſpace of time ſuffer any ma- 
terial alteration, or the proceſs become at 
all affected. He died of an obſtinate and 
painful dyſentery : and when he was opep- 

ed, his meſentery was found full of large, 
had, ſcirrhous knots; all the lymphatic 
ads about the receptaculum chyli, and 
beginning of the thoracic duct remarkably 
diſeaſed; and the liver much 1 and 
hardned. 

The want of an healthy: appearance, the 
pains, and other complaints which attended 
the man, might have been owing to cauſes 
-Independant of his ſcirrhous teſticle ; and 
-upon ſuch ſuppoſition, the removal of the 
ſaid teſticle by the operation might have 
been vindicable : but if it had been done, 
it ſhould have been, under a very guarded, 
and doubtful prognoſtic, 


CasSE XLV. 


| A Man, about fifty, ſhewed me a . 

diſeaſed teſticle; which, he ſaid, had 
been gradually, for near four years, getting 
to that ſize and ſtate; and was produced, 
as he thought, by the kick of a child. 
| The 
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The ſurgeon, who attended his family. 
had oſten ſeen it, while it was ſmall, equal, 
and free from pain; and had as often preſſed 
him to part with it; but while it was caly, 
he would never think of it. 

At was now large, and unequally hard ; 
it had in ſome parts of it a quantity of 
fluid, in others none; it was very painful 
to the touch; it gave him great uneaſineſs 
in his back, from its weight; and even, 
while it was ſuſpended, or he was in bed, 
he had ſuch, and ſo frequent, darting pains 
in it, as to render him very unhappy, and 
to deptive him very much of his natural 
reſt. The! ſpermatic chord was perfectly 
free but the frequency of his pain, and 
the diſturbance af his ſleep, gave him a 
very unhealthy appearance, TI told him, 
that I thought he had miſled the moſt 8 
vourable opportunity, by not ſubmitting to 
the operation, while the teſticle was ſmall, 
ſmooth, and indolent ; that ſome circum- 
ſtances in his general ſtate and habit were 
unfavourable ; but ſtill, as the ſpermatie 
proceſs was free, and as there was no great 
probability, that the teſticle would ever 
again be eaſy, or ceaſe to increaſe in ſize, 
until the ſpermatics ſhould become diſeaſed 

X 2 I alſo, 
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alſo;. I thought it was better, to take the 
chance of the operation, than ſubmit to 
that certain miſery, which muſt wn the 
farther progreſs of the diſeaſe, i 
The patient. conſented, he e 

was performed, and every thing went on 
in the moſt favourable manner, till the fore 
was reduced to the ſize of a ſixpence; he 

was then ſeized with a pain in his belly, 
the fore changed its aſpect, and from ap- 
pearing to be almoſt healed, it fretted, be- 
came foul, ſpongy, and ſpread ſo conſide - 
rably, that, i in a fortnight s time, it was as 
broad as a hand it bled frequently, gleeted 
largely, was extremely painful, and very 
offenſive ; nothing that was done, had any 
good effect on it; and having be 


ſome months, he died, 
Some of the 3 in this caſe, 


were undoubtedly unfavourable; but I have 
ſeen people do very well, under fimilar 
ones; and I ſtill think, that the patient 
choſe the leſſer of the two evils, and em. 
braced the more beer chance, | 
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Aber man, who was in St. Bartholo-. 

d mew's-Hoſpital for. a hurt in one of 
his legs defixed me to look at his ſcrotum, 
which was of a very large fize, 

The tumor was principally formed by. 
water in the tunica vaginalis teſtis; but, 
through the fluid, it was eaſy to diſtinguiſh, . 
a ne teſticle, He complained of un, 
now and then, a pain hot up from the te- 
ſticle into his back; he had allo, now and 
then, a cholic, with nauſea and inclination 
to-yomit ; and was very ſubject to a ſort of 
ſtrangury. I drew off near a wine quart of 

2 yellow thin fluid, by means of a trochar ; 
and, when that was done, was fo ſatisfied, 
that the teſtis was diſeaſed, that I would 
have immediately removed it; but the 
man would not conſent. He foon got well 
of his leg, and was diſcharged from the 
hoſpital, 

He was a bricklayer's 8 labourer ; and. in 
about a fortnight or three weeks time from 
his diſcharge, fell from a high ſcaffold, and 
was ſo much hurt, that he died, after he had 

; 14 been 
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been again in the hoſpital two days; and I 


gladly embraced the opportunity of examin- 
ing his dead body. The tunica vaginalis was 


not only much diſtended, but - conſiderably 
thickned. The teſticle was a great deal 


too large, and too hard; but, upon diviſion, 


did not ſhew any conſiderable mark of dif- 
eaſe, except in its very center, where there 
was 2 ſmall quantity of a diſcoloured ſa- 
nies, -and a putrid flough. The ſpermatic 
veſſels were not at all altered from a natu- 
ral ſtate, except that the vein was varicous. 
Immediately below the emulgent veſſels 
on the right fide, was an irregular tumor, 
near as big as the kidney itſelf; perfectly 
feirrhous, and firmly attached both to the 
renal blood- veſſels, and to the aorta. The 
external part of this tumor was rough and 
unequal, and of a whitiſh color; and in the 
center of it were exactly the ſame appear- 
ances, as within the teſticle, viz. a ſmall 
quantity of matter, and a ſſoug.. 
Where the uteter was croſſed by this tu- 
mor, it was much compreſſed, and ſtrait- 
ned in its diameter; but below this ſtric- 
ture, it was conſiderably dilated. The kid- 
ney was not Lr healthy in its _—— 
Ine, Gs; : 
Had 
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Had this than been caſtrated, I make no 
doubt, that his internal ſcirrhus would | 
have deftroyed him ; but that was a cir- 
cumſtance, not to be collected from his ge- 


neral ſtate, or from his complaints, and 


therefore not to be foreknown: the opera- 
tion would therefore have been vindicable, 
5005 rer art | | *g 
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Middle-aged man was brought into 
St. Bartholomew's-Hoſpital for an a0 
cidental hurt, of which he ſoon got well : 
and when he was going to be diſcharged, 
he deſired Mr. Freke, whole patient he had 
been, to look' at one of his teſticles.” It 


was large and unequally hard; gave him a 


great deal of 1 pain, at ſhort intervals, and 
ſeemed to contain a quantity of fluid in its 


berg part: the ſpermatic chord was 


_ free, juſt at jts exit from the abdo- 
me but all between that point and the 
tefticle was much diſeaſed. 

Some of the gentlenien preſent cxpleſſed 
their apprehenſions, that the fate of the 
proceſs was ſuch, that the operation would 
Toll probably be unſucceſsful, and there- 


fore 
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fore they were, rather inclined, that the 
man ſhould be diſchar ged. without any ats. 
temp t of that kind.; but Mr. Freke thought 
. 19 5 and performed it immediately. 
The veſſels of the diſeaſed proceſs were var, 
ricoſe to à great degree, and very knotty, 
and hard the connecting membrane was 
much thickened, the epididymis and teſti 
cle quite confounded together; and in the 
body of the latter was a quantity of bloody 
ſanies, contained in 'two or three large 
— hd 
The man ot na reſt after the operatign, 
the veſſels of the dartos bled through all 
the dreſlings, more t than « once, and in a few 
> became "ery 155 AY e with 


e 


the 0 1 13 the whole el his 
ſcrotum became much ſwelled, and loaded 
with a lymphatic kind of dt en . 
was very little inflamed; ulſe was 1n- 
conceivably rapid, but bal, he com- 
plained of acute pains in bis back, a burn- 
ing heat within it, an intolerable thirſt, 
and an anxiety that was more terrible o 
bear than all the reſt: toward night (of t the 


ſecond day) his pulſe faultercd, Fe became 
eaſy, 
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(ahn and his extremities cold, os * 
en * nen _ died, | 


= CASE ALVIL - | 


5D V 


A Hoy ms man, 1 forty, came to 
me with a complaint in one of his 
tefticles; the epididymis of which was 
much inlarged, and hardned, while the 
body of the teſtis 9 to be ina r 
hes 
His age, his 8 3 and the 
particular ſtate of the part induced me to 
believe it to be venereal; but, upon aſking 
him a few queſtions, he afferted; that he 
had never received any taint of that kind 
in his life. He faid, that the firſt time he 
had 'ever taken notice of this complaint, 
was about fix weeks before, after riding 
hard "in the day, and daneing 'all night; 
that it was very ſmall at firſt, had increaſed 
radually, and now began to be very trou- 
leſome to him, either in riding or walk- 
ing; and that not only from its mere 
weight, but from frequent pain in it. 
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Jam to acknowledge, that I 
was; at this eine, ſo prejudiced by the ge 
nerally pievulling doctrine, that a true ſeir- 
rhus or cancer never began in the epididy- 
mis; that J thought, either that my pa- 
tient was deceived himſelf, or had a mind 


to deceiye- me. 2 
I therefore gave bim A mercurial cad to 
take every night, conſiſting af a ſmall doſe 
of-calomel, with ſome kermes mineral; and 
directed a fmall portion of ung. mercur. to 
be rubbed every evening into the ſpermatic 


By purſuing this method for about tan 
days; his mouth became ſore, and he was 
much diſpleaſed thereby; ELgave him ſome 
gentle cathartics, but his ſpitting kept at 
on a pint a day, for more than a fort- 
at the end of which time, the hard- 
— as well as ſize, and inequality of the 
epididymis and vas deferens were mani- 
feſtly increaſed; and his une akne ſay thels 

© parts was greater. ; 
The death; of a near relation now called f 
him into the country, where he ſtaid about 
a month. At his return, he ſent for me, 
wu diſeaſe was increaſed, but ſtill Con- 
ſined 
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figed ta the epididymie;, which was now-in 
that ſtate, which, I ſuppoſe, conſtituted the 
caro adnata of the antients: it was hard, 
craggy, painful, and in ſize nearly equal to 
the teſticle itſelf; the darting pains were 
frequent, and the uneaſineſs from its weight 
was conſtant and tireſume. 
I. was now ſatisfied of the true nature of 
the caſe, and let drop a hint of the pro- 
priety of — the part; but having a 
very, delicate and timorous man to deal 
— I deſired him to take the opinions of 
ſome. other gentlenmennn. 
He aw Mr. Middleton and Mr. Nourſ⸗ 
as ſurgeons, and a third ene as a 
BUYER.) „ pig 140 e eee ene 
. ,The.two, former ited, 4 ca- 
ſttation, the laſt ſeemed to wiſh, him to 
take the cicuta, or the ſolanum, medicines 
then in faſhion. The thought of caſtra - 
tion ſhocked him ſo; much, that he wil-, 
lingly embraced any hints mms, ipe- 


cites. * 1 — Las = ho 


He als Fain cicuta _ more _ two 
months, beginning with a ſmall doſe, and 
increaſing it gradually to very large ones. 
It now and then made him a little fick and 
giddy ; but the diſeaſe increaſed under it fo 

2 ma- 
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manifeſtly, chat I was apprehenſive, that 
we were doing much worſe, chan merely 
_ lofing time. I fignified my ſuſpicion, and 
preſſed e but he would = 
Hear of it. 

The ſolanum e Under che | 
direction of the doctor; but it difaprecd fo 
much, even in the ſmalleſt quantity, that 
there was no poſſibility of perſiſting in it. 

Upon this, as upon moeſt occafions of 
this kind, every acquaintance fœcommended 
either a ſpecific or a quack; moſt of which 
were tried, and I ſaw ne mere ef my pa- 
n for above ſour months. 

He then ſent for me again. The whole 
teſticle and ſpermatic proceſs, quite within 
the belly, were thoroughly diſeaſed, hard, 
and knotty; his pain was acute, and al- 
Moſt conſtant ; and hike whole . 
pitiable. 

He was much diſpleaſed, that I, who 
had often prefled him to ſubmit to the 
operation, would not now perform it; but 
it was too late. In a few days after this 
wifit, he applied to an operator, who re- 
quired a very conſiderable fee before-hand, 
und layed the whole ſpermatic proceſs 
'open. A * terrible hæmorrhage enſued, 


and 
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and he tied the next oy in inexpreflible 


v. 
I viſited à patient with Nr Matkland, 
_ While firſt local complaint 'was a hardned, 
infaryed epididymis, — deferens; and 
upon wWhom, the Whole power of mercury, 
und other ſuppoſed deobſtruent medicines, 
together with cataplaſin, fomentation, &c. 
were tried, during a long ſpace of time, in 
abſolute confinement, but to no good pur- 
poſe: the part became ſo large, ſo diſcafed, 
and ſo painful, and the habit of the patient 
ſo much affected by it, that extirpation 
was abſolutely neceſſary. When the part 
was removed, I examined it very carefully, 
and never ſaw a more true and perfect ſcir- 
rhus in my fe. The epididymis was thrice 
the ſize it ought to have been, its external 
furface was very unequal, and very hard; 
and in the centre of it was a putrid flough, 
with a {tall | quantity of matter, juſt as it 
is found very often in the middle of a ſcit- 
rhous and cancerous teſticle. The teſticle 
was hardly, if at all, altered from a natu- * 


ral ſtate, except that the tunica vaginalis 
was generally adherent to the albuginea. 
Its internal texture was ſoft, and bore very 
Ke mark of diſtemper. 


4 
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1 at this inſtant, a lad in St. Bar- 
tholomew' s-Hoſpital, both whoſe teſticles 
ate ſo truly diſeaſed, that they muſt of ne- 
ceflity | be removed. I haye ſeen him from 
the firſt of the attack. The diſeaſe for ſe- 
veral months occupied only the epididymes, 
and had no connection with, or dependance 
on, any venereal miſchief. Every thing 
that the art of ſurgery could do (or at leaſt 
every thing that I am acquainted with in 
it) has been tried, but without any effect; 
and nothing but the EVP 2 can fave 
him. | | 


CASE XLIX. 


MI. William Sharp deũiced me to viſit 2 
| patient with him. The caſe was a 
pore rs teſticle. It was large, and very 
hard; but ſmooth, equal, and no other way 
painful, than from its weight. There was 
nothing in the teſticle, which forbad the 
operation ; on the contrary, it was in ſuch 
Nate, as to promiſe very fair for ſucceſs ; 
but the ſpermatic proceſs, from the teſtis 
quite up to, and apparently within, the 
opening in the abdominal tendon, was ſo 
large and full, that 1 it was impoſſible to feel 

the 
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the veſſels. This fulnefs, and increaſe of 


fize, if it could be ſuppoſed-'to proceed 
from a diſeaſed ſtate of theſe veſſels, and 
their membranes, was ſuch a bar to caſtra« 
tion, that no body could poſſibly think of 
it in ſuch circumſtances : but, on the other 
hand, if it could be ſuppoſed to be owing 
to an extravaſated fluid, the withdrawing 
ſuch fluid might make a very material al- 
teration in the ſtate of all the parts. Mr. 
Sharp ſald, that he had ſeen this patient 
ſome months before, and had let out (as 
he thought from the tunica vaginalis) a 
quantity of water; and that he then found 
the teſticle a great deal too large, and was 
very ſure, that he then diſtinctly felt the 
ſpermatic veſſels. The tumid proceſs, tho 
large, full, and tight, yet was ſmooth, and 
equal throughout; and I thought, that I 
could very plaialy feel a fluctuation through 
the whole of it; that is, from the opening 
in the oblique muſcle, to the upper part of 
the teſticle. - The patient was young and 
healthy, the weight and fize of the teſticls 
very troubleſome, and nothing but this 
ſtate of the proceſs. in the caſe, to make it 
neceſſary to defer the operation a moment. 


| A * was made with a large lancet, 
Y into 
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into the tumor juſt above the teſticle ; neap 
2 pint of clear yellow ſerum was diſchar- 
ged; the ſwelling ſubſided ; the ſpermatic 
veſſels, which were in a-ſound, natural 
ſtate, became eaſily diſtinguiſhable; tho 


operation was immediately performed, om 


proved ſucceſsful, 


CASE L. 


Poor failor, who had belts; diſcharged 
from one of the navy hoſpitals, 1 
plied to St. Bartholomew's. 

He had a ſcirrhous teſticle, which was 
not large, but was as hard as marble, very 
craggy, and unequal, and attended with 
frequent acute pain: the proceſs alſo was 
ſo large, that, upon ſuch examination as I 
had. then time to make, I told the man, 
that I did not conceive, that he could re- 
ceive any benefit, even from the operation : 
but one of the governors, prevailed on by 
the man's ſolicitation, deſired that he might 
be admitted. 

The firſt time we were all met together, 


I produced this man for the general opini- 
on; which was, that if the increaſed ſize | 
pf the ſpermatie proceſs, was the effect of 


3 = 


the HYDRO CELE, Ge. 423 
a diſeaſed ſtate of the parts compoſing it, 
the operation was. improper, as it would 
only haſten the man's death, and that in a 
very painful manner; but if it could be 


thought to be owing (as in the preceding 


caſe) to an extravaſation of fluid in the com- 
mon membrane, it was certainly worth 
while, to try what the diſcharge of ms 
fluid might produce. 

The whole was related to the man: be 
was informed of our doubts, of what we 
intended to do, and of the probability that 
it might be of no ſervice to him: a punc- 


ture Was made in that part ef the proceſs, 


where the fluid was moſt palpable; a large 
quantity of lymph was diſcharged, the tu- 
mor ſubſided, the ſpermatic veſſels became 
very diſtinguiſhable, the operation of ca- 
ſtration was immediately performed, and 
the man went out from the hoſpital well. 


CASE LI. 


| A Poor man was taken into St. Bartholo- 
mew's Hoſpital, for a complication of 
complaints; but particularly for a frequent 

and acute pain in his back and belly. 
When he had been there a day or two, 
he told the nurſe, that he had a complaint 
Y 2 in 


| 
| 
| 
| 
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in his ſcrotum; and the next day I was de- 
fired to look at him. 

He had a diſeaſed teſticle, of the Gra 
et kind, which was not very large, but 
" was hard and unequal ; the ſpermatic pro- 
ceſs was not in a natural ſtate, nor very 
much diſeaſed; and he had a large and 
very troubleſome omental hernia. The 

man had alſo a very morbid aſpect, had his 
reſt frequently diſturbed by pain, and was 
near to fifty years old. 

He was very ſolicitous to have ſomething 
done for him, and willing to ſubmit to any 
thing for that purpoſe; but his cafe was 
ſuch, as to render it not an eafy matter to 
determine what to. do. 

His rupture was large, and very . 
ſome; it was merely omental, and could 
not be kept up a moment, while he was in 
an erect poſture, without a truſs: a truſs 
he could not wear to any good purpoſe, 
without the pad of it ptefling on the ſper- 
matic chord, and aggravating a greater evil 
than his rupture, viz. his ſcirrhous teſti- 
cle. The weight of his rupture, added to 
that of his ſcirrhus, rendered it impoſſible 
for him to get his bread by labor. 


The 
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he only method, whereby he could be 
made capable of wearing a proper bandage - 
for keeping up his rupture, or even of ſuſ- 
pending it with eaſe, was, by ſubmitting 
to have the feirrhous teſticle removed by 
caftration ; and then, his rupture being 
returned, he might be enabled to wear a 
truſs. But to this there were ſome objec- 
tions. In the firſt place, the hernial fac 
came ſo low, that the proceſs could not be 
tied, or cut off, without the ſac having 
been firſt either laid open, or diſſected off 
from it. Ina the next place, I did not like 
the ſtate of the ſpermatic proceſs, which 
was both too large and too hard: and in 
the third place, I thought the general cir- 
cumſtances of his morbid appearance, and 
bad ſtate of health, were great objections to 
operations of ſuch conſequence, as either 
the laying open, or diſſecting off the hernial 
fac, from the ſpermatic proceſs; or caſtra- 
tion. 
All this was related to the man in the 
faireſt manner poſſible, and he deſired to 
have ſuch, or any, operation, performed, 
which I ſhould think right. 

Having. been confined to his bed, for 


more than a week previous to the opera- 
| tion, 


KAY 
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tion, the omentum had hardly ever . 
down during that time, and was now per- 
fectly up. This, tho it might prove a cir- 
eumſtance in the man's favour, was none in 
mine as an operator; for the hernial ſac being 
empty and flaccid, gave me thereby more 
trouble. The hernia was of the congenial 
kind; and, conſequently, when I had di- 
vided the ſac to the bottom, the ſtate of the 
ſpermatic chord and teſticle: was manifeſt g 
and I had only to paſs my needle and liga- 
ture round the upper part of the former, 
without paying any more, or particular, re- 
| gard to the hernial fac. Upon a nearer 
view of the ſtate of the proceſs, I liked it 
Rill leſs than I had done before; but there 
was nothing now could be done, but to go 
through with the operation, and to take 
the chance of it. I did ſo; the man bore 
it well, and was better for the firſt two or 
three days, than I could have expected. 
After the . firſt week was paſt, I was daily 
ſurpriſed at the good ſtate of my patient. 
He was caſy, free from pain or fever, ſlept 
well, took nouriſhment ; and it was impoſ- 
ſible for any ſore to be, or to look, better: _ 
At the end. of three weeks, when he 


was to all appearance well, and his ſore 
| almoſt 


* 
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almoſt healed, he was ſuddenly ſeized with 

ain all over him, and died on the ſecond 
or third day from this attack. 

I had him opened. The portion of 
omentum, which had formed the hernia, 
had an :..tachment to the peritoneum, juſt 
within the mouth of the hernial fac; 
which, I ſuppoſe, was the reaſon, why it 
could ot be kept up, while he was erect. 
The lymphatic glands about the lumbal 
vertebræ were all diſeaſed; the liver was 


ſcirrhous throughout, and had a large col» 


lection of matter in its lower part, 


I 


